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FOREWORD

Revised comprehensive Rules/guidelines under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 was

brought out last by Ministry of Environment and Forests in October, 1992, hence the need of
an updated version of the same.

Since 1991, India has witnessed strategic shift both in the field of Conservation and
Development and is pursuing a path of sustainable development in pursuance to the
national goals/objectives and international commitments. Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,
Rules and Guidelines made thereunder embody a framework regulating indiscriminate
diversion/use of forests for developmental need of the States/people and the nation at large,
so that development is not constrained but accommodates conservation parameters.
Forests/forest eco-systems represent a unique endowment which must be preserved/
protected and wisdom lies in their wise-use Hence the need to regulate their indiscriminate
diversion for other purposes. Forests whether Govt village or private, subserve the entire
community and represent a community resource that meet the need of the millions of rural
people especially the tribals. Life life style, wellbeing of forest fringe dwellers, villages and
others are dependent on forests wholly or in pant  Deforestation and forest degradation
have adverse consequences on people living near forests

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 is a unique piece of legislation, and a regulatory
mechanism that reflects the collective will of the nation to protect its rich biodiversity and
natural heritage and that permits only unavoidable use of forest land for various
developmental purposes. It embodies the firm commitment of the Government of India to
balance the conservation of forests with the sustainable development need of the country
contributing to better environment, health and economy. The remarkable feature of this Act
is that it is regulatory and not prohibitory.

Since 1980, Rules and Guidelines have been framed for diversion of forest land for
non-forestry purposes. Since its inception, the Act has facilitated developmental activities
like construction of power projects, imigation projects, roads, railways, schools, hospitals,
rural electrification, telecommunication, drinking water facilities, mining etc. on forest lands
and checked the indiscriminate diversion of pristine forest areas. Between 1950 and 1880,
forest lands have been diverted at the rate of 1.50 lakh hectare per annum by the various
State Governments/UT Administrations. This diversion has however, come down to as low
as 0.38 lakh hectare per annum after 1980. If regularization of pre-1980 eligible
encroachments (as per the Government policy) over 3.66 lakh hectares of forest land is
excluded, the net rate of annual diversion comes to 0.23 lakh per hectare only. Since 1980,
about 9.21 lakh hectare forest land have been diverted so far.

Contd 2
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nd diversions, the Government of India in the

rent to regulated forest I !
ot Em eonment gnd Forests has also made efforts to consolidate the forest area
tation process. Till December

Ministry of Envin through compensatory affores
and regenerate the forest cover rough co :

tory afforestation has been stipulated over 6.82 lakh hectare area which
2003, compensa‘ory d 2.27 lakh hectare non-forest land.

includes 4.55 lakh hectare degraded forest land an _
prees . n added to forest are in Kerala.

About 0.13 lakh hectare non-forest land have also bee
Therefore, about 2.40 lakh hectare of non-forest land have been brought under forest

category by compensatory afforestation and consolidation.

Over the years, new sets of guidelines have also been issued especially for
development of tribals, recognition of their rights on forest lands, and establishment of wind
energy farms on degraded forest areas etc. This handbook is a compilation of the Act,

latest guidelines and all the guidelines issued by the Government of India earlier. All this
information is being presented in the form of a consolidated handbook so that the State

Goyernment;. ur Administrations/user agencies/people at large are made aware of the
various provisions of the Act and for improved understanding of the provision of the

Act/Rules/Guidelines with a view to facilitate their smooth implementation.

r)\\_/

. RAJA)

New Delhi
Dated the 315" May, 2004,
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has been stayed by the Supreme Court vide their order dated — 23.2.2004 in 1A No. 1126
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PART - A

FOREST (CONSERVATION) ACT, 1980
WITH AMENDMENTS MADE IN 1988

An_ Agt to provide for the conservation of forests and for matters connected therewith or ancillary
or incidental thereto.

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Thirty-first Year of the Republic of India as follows:-

1. Short title, extent and commencement-
(1) This Act may be called the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. 3 e
(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu & Kashmir. commencement

(3) It shall be deemed to have come into force on the 25th day of October, 1980.

Restriction on the dereservation of forests or use of forest land for non-forest

2.

purpose -
Restriction on

Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in force in a by
State, no State Government or other authority shall make, except with the prior approval of forest land for
of the Central government, any order directing - pon-orest

(i) that any reserved forest (within the meaning of the expression “reserved forest” in any
law for the time being in force in that State) or any portion thereof, shall cease to be
reserved;

(i1) that any forest land or any portion thereof may be used for any non-forest purpose;
(iii)  that any forest land or any portion thereof may be assigned by way of lease or otherwise
to any private person or to any authority, corporation, agency or any other organisation

not owned, managed or controlled by Government;
(iv)  that any forest land or any portion thereof may be cleared of trees which have grown

naturally in that land or portion, for the purpose of using it for reafforestation.

Explanation - For the purpose of this section, “non-forest purpose” means the breaking up or
clearing of any forest land or portion thereof for-

(a) the cultivation of tea, coffee, spices, rubber, palms, oil-bearing plants, horticultural crops
or medicinal plants;
(b) any purpose other than reafforestation,

but does not include any work relating or ancillary to conservation, development and
management of forests and wildlife, namely, the establishment of check-posts, fire lines, wireless
communications and construction of fencing, bridges and culverts, dams, waterholes, trench

marks, boundary marks, pipelines or other like purposes.
3. Constitution of Advisory Committec -

Conslitution of

The Central Government may constitute a Committee consisting of such number of persons as it [t "
may deem fit to advise that Government with regard to- Commities

(1) the grant of approval under Section 2; and

any other matter connected with the conservation of forests which may be referred to it
by the Central Government.

(i)
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' [  provisions of the A
JA.  Penalty for contravention of the proy -

: isions of Section 2, contraveniion
of any of the prov ionof
Whoever contravenes or abets the contraventlot%r a pezod which may extend to fifteen ¢ Provisions of

. . 4 H the Acy
shall be punishable with simple imprisonment “Ae
days.

, ‘g §-
3B.  Offences by authorities and Government Department
’ d Offences by
‘ i - authorili
(N Where any offence under this Act has been committe o m::n a."d
Departments

(a) by any department of Government, the head of the department; or

me the offence was committed, was directly

i / he ti :
® by-a0y BULGHG, Vo e o the & 1hority for the conduct of the business of the

in charge of, and was responsible to, the aut
authority as well as the authority;

shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and
punished accordingly :

Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall render the head of the
department or any person referred to in clause (b), liable to any punishment !f he proves
that the offence was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised all due
diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), where an offence punishable
under the Act has been committed by a department of Government or any authority
referred to in clause (b) of sub-section (1) and it is proved that the offence has been
committed with the consent or connivance of; or is attributable to any neglect on the part
of any officer, other than the head of the department, or in the case of an authority, any
person other than the persons referred to in clause(b) of sub-section (1), such officer or
persons shall also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be

proceeded against and punished accordingly.

4. Power to make rules -

(1) The Central Government may, by notification in the Offici wer 1o mak
carrying out the provisions of this Act. ‘cial Gazette, make rules for rpﬁc: S
(2) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is made. before

cach House of Parliament, while it is in i .
X ! , session, for a to . :
may be comprised in one session or tal period of thirty days which

the expiry of the session immediately following the sessi ' ’
aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in th
that the rule should not be made, the rule shal] th e
modified form or be of no effect, as the case
modification or annulment shal

may be, so, however, that any such
previously done under that rule.

I be without prejudice to the validity of anything
Repeal and saving -

(1) The Forest(conservation) Ordinance, 198 js hereby replaced -
ed. Repca
saving

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, a



PART - B

FOREST (CONSERVATION) RULES, 2003

(published in Gazette of India : Extraordinary on the 10" January 2003)

G.S.R. 23(E) - In exercise of the powers conferred b i i

! y sub-section (1) of section 4 of the Forest
(C'onservaluon) Act, .1980 (69 of 1980), and in supersession of the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 1981,
except as respects things done or omitted to be done before such supersession, the Central Government
hereby makes the following rules, namely :-

L

Short title, extent and commencement -

(1 These rules may be called the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003.

(2) They shall extend to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir.
3) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

Definitions. - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires:-
(a) “Act” means the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980);

(b) “Committee” means the Advisory Committee constituted under section 3 of the Act;

(c) “Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the committee;

(d) “Member” means a member of the Committee;

(e) “Nodal Officer” means any officer not below the rank of Conservator of Forests,
authorised by the State government to deal with the forest conservation matters under the
Act;

(f) “Regional Office” means a Regional Office of the Central Government in the Ministry of
Environment and Forests established as part of the Ministry to deal with the forest

conservation matters under the Act;

(g) “Section” means a section of the Act;

(h) “User Agency” means any person, organisat
Central or State Government making a request
land for non-forest purpose or using forest land for non-forest pu
the permission granted by the Central Government under the Act or the rules.

ion or Company or Department of the
for diversion or de-notification of forest
rpose in accordance with

Composition of the Committec -
(1) The Committee shall be composed of the following members:-

(1) Director General of Forests, Ministry of Environment ar!d Forests - Chairperson.

(ii) Additional Director General of Forests, Ministry of lEnv:ronmer_lt and Forests-Member.
(iii)  Additional Commissioner (Soil Conservation), Ministry of Agriculture - Member.

(iv)  Three eminent experts in forestry and allied disciplines (IIOH'-O.ﬁ'lCIalS) - Members.

(v) Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation), Ministry of Environment and

Forests-Member Secretary.

(2) Additional Director General of Forests shall act as the Chairperson in the absence of
Director General of Forests.

Terms of appointment of non-official members shall be as follows -

office for a period of two years;
hold office if he becomes of unsound mind, becomes
law on a criminal offence involving moral turpitude;

(i) a non-official member shall hold his
(i) a non-official member shall cease to
insolvent or is convicted by court of

3
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(1)
(iv)
(v)

(i)

(i)
(iii)

(iv)
(v)

(vi)

Submission of the
the Act -

)]

: if he fails to attend thre,
d from his office i .

-official member may be removed ient cause or reasons;
zo::gé::::l?:r?:c:::ings of the Committee without anys s:fi‘::ﬁon ed in clauses (ii) and (iii)
nnyhvacancy in the membership caused by any_reg ortion ot two years term;
shall be filled by the Government for the unexpltr,tlz }:0 the non-official members of (he
travelling and daily allowancil Shal'lbll::etff?g: szernment servants of Group ‘A’ unde,

i t the highest rate admissi ; ing in'fare.
&(;n::;;:c;: or:iers%nade by the Central Government and for the time being in force

i d daily allowance to a member whq

i ayment of travelling allowance an _ '
::r{:i"ﬁz:jn:]eité?ili )[;arliament or a Member of a State Legislature shaglpbelregumed in
accordance with the Salary, Allowances and Pension of Members of Parliament Act,

1954 (30 of 1954) or the respective provisions of law pertaining to the member of the
concerned State Legislature.

Conduct of business of the Committee -

The Chairperson shall call the meetin
but not less than once in a month. ‘
The meeting of the committee shall be held at New Delhi.
In a case where the Chairperson is satisfi
proposed to be used for non-
with the consideration of th
he may direct that the mee

g of the Committee whenever considered necessary,

ed that inspection of site or sites of forest land
forest purposes shall be hecessary or expedient in connection
e proposal or proposals received under sub-rule (3) of rule 6,

tings of the Committee to be held at a place other than New
Delhi from where such inspection of site or sites is necessary,
The Chairperson shall pr

eside over every meeting of the Committee at which he is
present.

Every question upon which the Central Governme

nt is required to be advised shall be
considered in the meeting of the Committee provided that in urgent cases if the meeting
cannot be convened within a month, the Chairperson may direct that papers may be
circulated and sent to the members for their opinion within the stipulated time.

The quorum of the meeting of the Commitiee shall be three.

proposals sceking approval of the Central Government under section 2 of

Every user agency, wh
his proposal in the appropriate

Every State Government or

other authorj
rule (1) and after being sati

sfied that the

: rom t
rst time approval under the Act a i  the user agency for proposals
renewal of leases

N sixty days for proposals seeking
where 3 prop
o b i Pproval of the Central Government under the Act had already

‘ Proposals involyip cleari
portion thereof for the : .

ing Naturally grown trees in forest land or
_ Purpose of ysing : 0, ores
Working Plan or Management play  © for reaflorestarion shall be sent in the form of
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(1 I'he : i
hccm[:rcn[:;:z?ll ;;(;fcrrcd 10 in sub-rule (2) above, involving forest land of more than forty
i Min‘ql . Fc[ﬂ l?y the State Government to the Secretary to the Goyvernment of
el Nc\\l‘ 1‘1)}(,1;" l:;1]v{|)r((\)|;]n11cnt and Forests, Paryavaran Bhavan, CGO Complex, Lodhi
ad, / hi - 3, with a co ft [
the concerned Regional Office. Py of the proposal (with complete nclostE=1

4) ' i , )

( g}:;cupll;oposal referred to in sub-rule (2) above, involving forest land up to forty hectare
. ¢ sent to the Chief Conservator of Forests or Conservator of Forests of the
oncerned Regional Office of the Ministry of Environment and Forests.

() The proposal referred to in sub-rule (2) above, involving clearing of naturally grown trees
in forest land or portion thereof for the purpose of using it for reafforestation shall be
sent to the Chief Conservator of Forests or Conservator of Forests of the concerned
Regional Office of the Ministry of Environment and Forests.

Committee to advise on proposals received by the Central Government -

(1 The Central Government shall refer every proposal, complete in all respects, received by
it unde'r sub-rule (3) of rule 6 including site inspection report, wherever required, to the
Committee for its advice thereon.

(2) The Committee shall have due regard to all or any of the following matters while
tendering its advice on the proposals referred to it under sub-rule (1), namely:-

(a) Whether the forests land proposed to be used for non-forest purpose forms part of
a nature reserve, national park, wildlife sanctuary, biosphere reserve or forms
part of the habitat of any endangered or threatened species of flora and fauna or
of an area lying in severely eroded catchment; '

(b) Whether the use of any forest land is for agricultural purposes or for the
rehabilitation of persons displaced from their residences by reason of any river
valley or hydro-electric project;

(c) Whether the State Government or the other authority has certified that it has
considered all other alternatives and that no other alternatives in the
circumstances are feasible and that the required area is the minimum needed for
the purpose; and

(d) Whether the State Government or the other authority undertakes to provide at its
cost for the acquisition of land of an equivalent area and afforestation thereof.

3) While tendering the advice, the Committee may also suggest any conditions or
restrictions on the use of any forest land for any non-forest purpose, which in its opinion,

would minimise adverse environmental impact.

Action of the Central Government on the advice of the Committee -

The Central Government shall, after considering the advice of the Committee tendered under rule
7 and after such further enquiry as it may consider necessary, grant approval to the proposal with
or without conditions or reject the same within sixty days of its receipt.

Proccedings against persons guilty of offences under the Act -
by notification, authorize any officer not below the rank of

(N The Central Government may, ‘ :
d forest officer having territorial jurisdiction over

Conservator of Forests or the concerne



(2

. : : n committed, to file
the forest land in respect of which the said offence is s_?ld t(; 2;}; ::f:] s thie Ac co
complaints against the person(s) prima-facie found guilty o isdiction in the matter.
violation of the rules made thereunder, in the court having juri

Provided that no complaint shall be filed in the court, without glv'lrtlg the pe(;-:t?:;(is) ?;
officer (s) or authority (s) against whom the allegattpns of offenqe exist, ar_lt.opp z tt?z
explain his or their conduct and to show cause, by Issuing a n_otlce In wri Ing o n|:)_ €ss
than sixty days, as to why a complaint should not be filed in the court against him or
them for alleged offences.

The officer authorised by the Central Government in sub-rule (1) may require any State
Government or its officer or any person or any other authority to furnish to it within a
specified period any reports, documents, statistics and any other information related to
contravention of the Act or the rules made thereunder, considered necessary for making

a complaint in any court of Jurisdiction and every such State Government or officer or
Person or authority shal] be bound to do so,



APPENDIX
(See Rule 6)
FORM -"A’

Form for seeking prior approval under section 2 of the proposals
by the State Governments and other authorities

PART -1
(to be filled up by user agency)
1. Project details:
() Short narrative of the proposal and project/scheme for which the forest land is required.
(1) Map showing the required forest land, boundary of adjoining forest on a 1:50, 000 scale
map.

(1ii)  Cost of the project.

(iv)  Justification for locating the project in forest area.
v) Cost-benefit analysis (to be enclosed).

(vi)  Employment likely to be generated.

2 Purpose-wise break-up of the total land required.

3. Details of displacement of people due to the project, if any:
(i) Number of families.
(i1) Number of Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribe families
(iii)  Rehabilitation plan. (To be enclosed)

4. Whether clearance under Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 required? (Yes/No).

5 Undertaking to bear the cost of raising and maintenance of compensatory afforestation and/or
penal compensatory afforestation as well as cost for protection and regeneration of Safety Zone,
etc. as per the scheme prepared by the State Government (undertaking to be enclosed).

6. Details of Certificates/documents enclosed as required under the instructions.

Signature

(Name in Block letters)
Designation

Address (of User Agency)

Date:-

Place:-

State serial No. of proposal
(To be filled up by the Nodal Officer with date of receipt)
PART - II
(To be filled by the concerned Deputy Conservator of Forests)
State serial No. of proposal
7 Location of the project/Scheme:
(i) State/Union Territory
(i) District.

(iii)  Forest Division



iversion (in ha.)
(iv)  Arca of forest land proposed for diversion (

(v) Legal status of forest

(vi)  Density of vegetation.

(vii)  Species-wise (smem! =
enclosed. In case of |rr|gatc:o)n
4 meter also to be enc[o_se ;

(viii)  Brief note on vulnerabil ;‘ty of the cllcosrit::tfz:

IX Approximate distance of propose or d

g&)) Wﬁﬁether forms part of National Park, }Vlldhf; sz:z;uaan
clephant corridor, etc. (If so, the Idetalls of the
Warden to be annexed). _ _

(xi)  Whether any rare/endangered/unique species O

details thereof. ) . .
(xii) \:'hac:t;er any protected archaeological/heritage site/defence establishment or any other

important monument is located in the area. If so, the details thereof with NOC from

competent authority, if required. : e

8. Whether the requirement of forest land as proposed by the user agency in col. 2 of l}: T l.:S
unavoidable and barest minimum for the project. If no, reccommended area item-wise with details
of alternatives examined. _

9. Whether any work in violation of the Act has been carried out (Yes/No). If yes, de:tatl§ of .the
same including period of work done, action taken on erring officials. Whether work in violation
is still in progress.

10. Details of compensatory afforestation scheme: ‘

(i) Details of non forest area/degraded forest area identified for compensatory afforestation,
its distance from adjoining forest, number of patches, size of each patch.
(i) Map showing non-forest/degraded forest area identified for compensatory afforestation
and adjoining forest boundaries.
(iii) Detailed compensatory afforestation scheme including species to be planted,
. |mplement|n_g agency, time schedule, cost structure, etc.
(iv)  Total financial outlay for compensatory afforestation scheme.

(v) Certificates from competent authority regarding suitability of area identified for

compensatory afforestation and from management point of view. (T i
. (To be
concerned Deputy Conservator of Forests). (To be signed by the

11, Site inspection report of the D : s oan Gwioy . i
e lsnalr)deQ al;)ovg? of the DCF (to be enclosed) especially hlghllghtmg facts asked in col. 7(xi,
12, Division/District profile:

(i) Geographical area of the district,

(ii)  Forest area of the district.

(iii)  Total forest area diverted since 1980 with

(iv)  Total compensatory. afforestation stipulategui;lnll)l?er gifst(;?st?:l.' ision sj
(a) forest land including penal Compensatory aff; ion " Since 1980 on
(b) non-forest land. ¥ allorestation,

(v) Progress of compensator
(a) forest land

(b) non-forest land.

class-wise enumeration of trees (to be

fic names) and diameter ‘eration at FRL, FRL - 2 meter & FRL-

/hydel projects enu

ea to erosion.
diversion from boundary of forcst._
ry, biosphere reserve, tiger reserve,

d comments of the Chief Wildlife

f flora and fauna found in the area-if so

Y afforestation as op (date)
on

13. Specific recommendations of the DCF fo
T acceptance or otherw;j
1se of the proposal with reasons
Signature
Name
Official §
Date:- “

Place:-



PART-III
(To be filled by the concerncd Conservator of Forests)

14. Whether site, where the forest land involved is located has been inspected by concerned
Conservator of Forests (Yes/No). If yes, the date of inspection & observations made in form of
inspection note to be enclosed.

15. Whether the concerned Conservator of Forests agree with the information given in Part-B and
the recommendations qf Deputy Conservator of Forests.
16. Specific recommendation of concerned Conservator of Forests for acceptance or otherwise of the

proposal with detailed reasons.

Signature
Name
Official Seal
Date:-
Place:-

PART-IV
(To be filled in by the Nodal Officer or Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests or Head of Forest department)

17. Detailed opinion and specific recommendation of the State Forest Department for acceptance or
otherwise of the proposal with remarks

(While giving opinion, the adverse comments made by concerned Conservator of Forests or
Deputy Conservator of Forests should be categorically reviewed and critically commented upon).

Signature
Name & Designation
(Official Seal)
Date:-
Place:-

PART-V
(To be filled in by the Secretary in charge of Forest Department or by any other authorised officer
of the State Government not below the rank of an Under Secretary)

18. Recommendation of the State Government:
(Adverse comments made by any officer or authority in Part-B or Part-C or Part-D above should

be specifically commented upon)

Signature
Name & Designation
(Official Seal)
Date:-
Place:-



INSTRUCTIONS (for Part-1):-

[ ]

ed project/plan in addition to filling Co|,

rov
x a copy of the app /CMPDI plan with subsidence analys;s

, ities may anne "
The project authoriti y lan for major minerals

(i) e.g. [BM approved mining p

mﬁ;: ttf) be in original duly authenticated jointly by project authorities and concerned DCF.

Col.1 (ii). lignments examined especially in case of project like roads,

Complete details of alternative a ' _
u-ans&ission lines, railway lines, canals, etc. to be shown on map with details of area of forest

i in each alternative to be given - Col. 1 (iii). o o o
La;rdplr]:)\;[:::li :‘elating to mining, certificate from competent authority like District Mining Officer
about non-availability of the same mineral in surroundmg/nearby n_on-fore.s.t areas.

In case the same company/individual has taken forest land for similar project in the State, a brief

detail of all such approvals/leases be given as an enclosure along with current status of the
rojects.

%hg latest clarifications issued by the Ministry under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 may be

kept in mind. In case such information do not fit in the given columns, the same shall be annexed

separately.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:-

I

2,

tOhn receipt of proposal, Nodal Officer shall issue a receipt to the user agency indicating therein

e name of the proposal, user agency, area in hectare, serial number and date of receipt.

If the space provided above is not sufficient to s
details/documents.

While forwarding the proposal to th
i 1 p CII'::bed 0 the Central Government, complete details on all aspects of the

prescribed above read with the clarificati [ ini
case ' the clarifications issued b try of
nvironment and Forests, Government of India, New Delhi should be giv;.th?n:ggéslert}; or

deficient proposals shall not be consi
original. nsidered and shall be returned to the State Government in

The State Government shall syl
'he mit th
limits. In case of dof. : € proposal to the Cengra] Government within stipulated time

forwarding/covering letter, & the reasons for the same to be given in the

pecify any information, please attach separate



FORM -'B’
(See Rule 6)

Form for see;lfing. prior approval under section 2 of the proposals by the State Governments and
other authorities in respect of renewal of leases, which have been earlier granted clearance under
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980

PART-1
(to be filled up by user agency)

Letter No. & date vide which clearance under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 accorded by the
Central Government (copy to be enclosed):
2 Project details:

i Short narrative of the proposal and project/scheme for which the forest land is required.

ii. Map showing the required forest land, boundary of adjoining forest on a 1:50,000 scale map.
iii. Cost of the project:

3 Purpose-wise break-up of the total land required (already broken & to be broken):
4, Details of Certificates/documents enclosed as required under the instructions.
Signature
(Name in Block letters)
Designation
Address (of User Agency)
Date:
Place:-
State serial No. of proposal
(To be filled up by the Nodal Officer with date of receipt)
PART-II
(To be filled by the concerned Deputy Conservator of Forests)
State serial No. of proposal
5. Location of the project/Scheme:
(i) State/Union Territory
(ii) District

(iii)  Forest Division
(iv)  Area of forest land proposed for diversion (in ha.)
(v) Legal status of forest
(vi)  Density of vegetation _ ' .
(vii)  Species-wise (scientific names) and diameter class-wise enumeration of trees in unbroken
area.
(viii)  Whether forms part of National Park, wildlife sanctuary, biosphere reserve, tiger reserve,
elephant corridor, etc. (If so, the details of the area and comments of the Chief Wildlife
Warden to be annexed).
6. Whether any work in violation of the Act has been carried out (Yes/No). If yes, details of the
same including period of work done, action taken on erring officials. Whether work in violation
is still in progress. N
7. Site inspection report of the DCF (to be enclosed) in respect to status of compliance of conditions
stipulated during earlier approval.
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8. Division/District profile: o
(1) Geographical area oftl_u: district.
s Forest area of the district. ) r— '
E::I)) Total forest area diverted since 1980 with nqmbher gistrict/division Jiiice 1D o
(iv)  Total compensatory afforestation stipulated in tfff:restation
. a) forest land including penal compensatory a d

b) non-forest land. . -

(v) P)rogress of compensatory afforestation as on (date)
a) forest land

-forest land. : al with reasons.

9. Speciﬁcbrzec;?::nendations of the DCF for acceptance or otherwise of the propos

Signature

Name

Official Seal
Date:-
Place:-

PART-111

(To be filled by the concerncd Conservator of Forests)

10. Whether site, where the forest land involved is located has been inspected by concerned
Conservator of Forests (Yes/No). If yes, the date of inspection & observations made in form of
inspection note to be enclosed.

11 Whether the concerned Conservator of Forests agree with the information given in Part-B and
the recommendations of Deputy Conservator of Forests,

12. Specific recommendation of concerned Conservator of Forests for acceptance or otherwise of
the proposal with detailed reasons

Signature
Name
o Official Seal
ale;-
Place:-

‘ . PART-1V
(To be filled in by the Nodal Officer or Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests or Head of Forest :lcparlmcnt)

13. Detailed opinion and s cific recommendati
' ation of the §
TR o R s tate Forest De artment for acce tance or

(While giving opinion, the adverse comments made b

co
Conservator of Forests should be Categorically reviewe&v andn::::i:?cea(ilf ([:)::rsnel:;ar:? I-cl o F())rcsts o Lepu
ed upon),

Signature

Name & Designation

A (Official Seal)
ate:-

Place:-



PART-V

(To be filled in by the Scerctary in charge of Forest Department or by any other authorised officer

14,

Date:-
Place:-

of the State Government not below the rank of an Under Secretary)

Recommendation of the State Government:

(Adverse comments made by any officer or authority in Part-B or Part-C or part-D above should
be specifically commented upon)

Signature
Name & Designation
(Official Seal)

INSTRUCTIONS (for Part-I):

Is

The project authorities may annex a copy of the approved project/plan in addition to filling Col.2
(i) e.g. IBM approved mining plan for major minerals / CMPDI plan with subsidence analysis
reports, etc.

Map has to be in original duly authenticated jointly by project authorities and concerned DCF -
Col.2 (ii).

In case the same company/individual has taken forest land for similar project in the State, a brief
detail of all such approvals/leases be given as an enclosure along with current status of the
projects.

Item-wise requirement (Col. 3) should be separately shown for broken up and fresh areas.

The latest clarifications issued by the Ministry under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 may be
kept in mind. In case such information do not fit in the given columns, the same shall be annexed
separately.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

2.

3.

Note:

On receipt of proposal, Nodal Officer shall issue a receipt to the user agency indicating therein
the name of the proposal, user agency, area in hectare, serial number and date of receipt.

If the space provided above is not sufficient to specify any information, please attach separate
details/documents.

While forwarding the proposal to the Central Government, complete details on all aspects of the
case as per Form prescribed above read with the clarifications issued by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Government of India, New Delhi should be given. Incomplete or
deficient proposals shall not be considered and shall be returned to the State Government in
original.

The State Government shall submit the proposal to the Central Government within stipulated time
limits. In case of delay while forwarding, the reasons for the same to be given in the

forwarding/covering letter.

[F.No. 5-5/98-FC)
Dr. V.K. BAHUGUNA, Inspector General of Forests (Forest Conservation)

The principal rules were published vide G.S.R. No. 719 dated the Ist August, 1981 in part II,
Section 3, sub-section (i) of the Gazette of India and subsequently amended vide

(1)  G.S.R. 14, dated the 28th December, 1987

(2)  G.S.R. 640 (E), dated the 26th June, 1989

(3)  G.S.R. 563 (E), dated the 21st May, 1992



G.S.R94 (E) - In exercis
(Conservation) Act,1980

s, 2004
Forest (Conservation) Amendment Rules,

i i 3" February, 2004
i in Gazette of India: Extra?rdmary on
(Published in an‘:]zi'_‘orrigendum on 9" February, 2004)

i f Section 4 of the Forest
i conferred by Sub-section (1) o .
(290;1‘”11;8%(;“;?:: Central Government hereby makes the following rules o

amend the Forest (Conservation) Rules,2003, namely:-

1.(1)
(2)

(8% ]

| he Forest(Conservation) Amendment Rules,2004. _
EIJ;::: rllfl;é,?,zy(t;;;eapiegutb-rule(S)cgf rule 6) and 7 of these rule shall come into f'orced(m the
date of their publication in the Official Gazettq : whereas, rule 4 of these rules and  sub-
rule(5) of rule 6 of the principal rule, as contained in rule 5 of these rules, shall come into force
on the expiry of 180 days from the date of such publication,

In the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003(hereinafter referred to as the said rules), in rule 2, for
clause (b), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:-

(b) “Committee” means the Forest Advisory Committee constituted under section 3 of the Act.

In the said rules, for rule 3, the following rule shal] be substituted, namely :-

“3. Composition of the Forest Advisory Committee:-

(1) The Forest Advisory Committee shall be composed of the following members, namely :-

(i) the Director General of Forest, Ministry of Environment and Forests - Chairperson

(ii) the Additional Director General of Forests,
Ministry of Environment and Forests

(i) the Additional Commissioner (Sojl Conservation),
Ministry of Agriculture

(jy) Three non-official members who sha]| be experts

- Member

(v) lh(.: I.nspcctor Ge_neral of Forests (Forest Conservation) v embers
Ministry of Environment ang Forests ’

(2) The Additional Director General of Fores . ;
the Director Genera of Forests,» ‘s shall act as Chairperson in the absence of

In the said rules, after ryje 3, the following rule
Constitution of the Regional Empowereqd
(1) A Regional Empowered Committee shall b .
Offices and shal_l consist of the following mzm(gonstltuted at each of the Regional
(i) the Regional Principal ChiefConservat €rs, namely .
of Forests (Central) ar

(ii) three non-official memberg i
three . Who shal| = Chairperson
in Mining, Civil Englneerlng and vel!); SXPerts one eacly

(i) the Conservatoy of Forests or the v Cont Economics Members.

-Member Secretary.
pecified in rule 4 of



mﬁc i\::t:mlssion of proposals secking approval of the Central Government under Section 2 of

(1 Every User Agency who want to use any forest land for non-forestry purposes, shall
make its proposal in the relevant Form appended to these rules, i.e. Form 'A" for
proposals seeking first time approval under the Act, and Form ‘B’ for proposal
seeking renewal of leases, where approval of the Central Government under the Act
had alregdy been obtained, to the Nodal Officer of the concerned State Government or
Fhe Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, along with requisite
information and documents, complete in all respects.

(2) The 'User Agency shall endorse a copy of the proposal, along with a copy of the
receipt obtained from the office of the Nodal Officer, to the concerned Divisional
Forest Officer or the Conservator of Forests, Regional Office as well as the Monitoring
Cell of the Forest Conservation Division of the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, New Delhi-] 10 003

(3)(a) After having received the proposal, the State Government or,the Union Territory
Administration, as the case may be, shall process and forward it to the Central
Government within a period of two hundred and ten days of the receipt of the
proposal including the transit period.

(b) The Nodal Officer of State Government or as the case may be, the Union Territory
Administration, after having received the proposal under sub-rule (1) and on being
satisfied that the proposal is complete in all respects and requires prior approval
under Section 2 of the Act, shall send the proposal to the concerned Divisional Forest
Officer within a period of 10 days of the receipt of the proposal:

Provided that on the determination regarding completeness of the proposal or the
expiry of ten days, whichever is earlier, the question of completeness or otherwise of

the proposal shall not be raised.

(c) If the Nodal Officer of the State Government or the Union Territory Administration,

as the case may be, finds that the proposal is incomplete, he shall return it within the

period of ten days as specified under clause (b), to the User Agency and this time
period shall not be counted for any future reference.

The Divisional Forest Officer or the Conservator of Forests shall examine the factual
details and feasibility of the proposal, certify the maps, carry out site-inspection and
enumeration, of the trees and forward his findings in the Format specified in this
regard 1o the Nodal Officer within a period of ninety days of the receipt of such

proposal from him.

(d)

(e)(i) The Nodal Officer, through the Principal Chi.ef Cons;rvator of_ I_:oreslls, shall forward
the proposal to State Government or the Urlno'n Terrltpry Adm!nlstralnon, as the case
may be, along with his recommendations, within a period of thirty days of the receipt

of such proposal from the Divisional Forest Officer or the Conservator of Forests.

(ii) The State Government or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be, §hal|

forward the complete proposal, alongwith its recommendations, to the Regional

Office or the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Paryavaran Bhawan, C_GO
Complex, New Delhi-1 10 003, as the case may be, in the specified Forms within a
period of sixty days of the receipt of the proposal from the Nodal Officer:
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¢

4)

(5)

(6)

Jearing of naturally grown trees on the foreg
ear

Provided that all proposals involving © for reforestation shall be sent i,

i it
land or a portion thereof for the purpose ;{a:l]Slﬂg
the form of Working Plan or Management :

as the case may be, the
Provided further that the concerned _State Goven:menrtldotli'] ol i s e
Union Territory Administration, shall simultaneously §eh hs FecomEANG: T L
R o Ienlg o 1 L almg‘;gureslts as the case may be.
Regional Office or the Ministry of Environment and Fo )

i i ived from the concerned
|, alongwith the recommendahgqs, is _not receive .
]S‘;;II]:GF:\?S;S;Q;; or%he Union Territory Administration, als the (c:.':l)seitn;;gIll-,u:;,e tégnf;{:s:g
days of the expiry of the time limit as specified under c ausel:) a ,th ket
that the concerned State Government or as the case may be , Ge - 0]?
Administration, has rejected the proposal and the concerned Stated. O\Ifernm nt or the
Union Territory Administration shall inform the User Agency accordingly:

Provided that in case the State Government or the Union Territory Admlmstra!mn, as
the case may be, subsequently forward the proposal, alongwith its recommendations, o
the Regional Office or the Ministry of Environment and Forests, as the case may .be’
the proposal shall not be considered by the Central Governn?ent llqless an explanatlpn
for the delay to the satisfaction of the Central Government is furnished, together with
action taken against any individual held to be responsible for the delay.

The proposal referred to in clause (e)(ii) of sub-rule(3), involving forest land upto forty
proposal relating to mining and encroachments, shall be

any, to the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Paryay
New Delhi-110 003, for obtaining the decis; e Can o 2 GG0 CO[nplcx

the State Government or th

Provided that the Central Govern

. . ment m
the limit of the ar 2y,

if consider ;
¢a of the forest Jang. nsider it necessary, enhance or reduce

The proposal referred to i clause (e)(;;

e)(i X . :
!ha|1 forty hectares, ang all pro;og.gll):g :#b rule (3), Involving forest land of more
Irrespective  of the areg 'ng to

of the foregt Mining  anq encroachments

concerned  State Government i i Involved, sha] be forwarded by the
Admmlstration, alongwith ; 5

as : :
' TeCommendationg, 1o Y, 0€ the  Union Territory

inist : i
New Delhi-11q 003?5_ of Environment an



M'*’;V"/@”D'? 3

6. In the said rules, in rule 7 :-

(i) in sub-rule(1) for the words, brackets and figures “sub-rule (3) of rule 6”, the words
brackets and figures “sub-rule(6) of rule 6 “ shall be substituted.

(1) After sub-rule (1), the following sub-rule shall be inserted, namely :-
“(1A) These proposals shall be processed and put up before the Committee and the
recommendations of the Committee shall be placed within a period of ninety days of
the receipt of such proposals from the State Government or the Union Territory
Administration, as the case may be, before the Central Government for its decision.”

(ii1) in sub-rule(2), in clauses (c) and (d), at both places, for the words, “or the other
authority”, the words “or the Union Territory Administration, as the case may be” shall
be substituted.

T In the said rules, rule 8 shall be omitted.

(F.No.5-5/98-FC)

Dr. V.K. BAHUGUNA,
Inspector General of Forests(Forest Conservation)

Note :  The Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India vide number G.S.R.23(E) dated the
10th January, 2003.



¢ STS
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORE
CORRIGENDUM

New Delhi, the 9th February, 2004

. les,2004 published in the Official G

’ ation) Amendme-nt .Ru ; i -

G‘S‘R: pihios ln’ e I:’(:;sltl(csoencst?; 3, Sub-section (|)v1dg No.l G_.S.R. 94(?) ;.;lat;d 3 February‘ 2p04

C‘“mmlh E.(\;r}aordc;n(aﬁr;,of rule, 6 of the said rules as contained inrule 5 of the OreSt(CD“Sewanon)
b-rules an :

i?ne::imem Rules, 2004 shall be read as follows :

*(4) The proposal referred to in clausg (e)(ii) og Sl:b—élgse(fn)i;llélr\lftolgr!n
hectares shall be forwarded by the con_cen_1ed tate o b
Union Territory Administration, alongwith its recommen aR ions, |

Forests or the Conservator of Forests of thf:: concerned egiona
Environment and Forests, Government of India, who shall, within a

the receipt of the proposal from the concerneld State Governm
Administration, as the case may be (a) decide the diversion proposal
the proposal relating to mining and encroachments, and (b) pro
diversion proposal of more than five hectares and upto forty hec
relating to mining and encroachments upto forty hectares, alon
if any, to the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Paryavaran

Delhi-110 003, for obtaining the decision of the Central Gov
Government or the Unjon Territory Administration, as the case
concerned.

g forest land upto forty
as the case may be, the
he Chief Consery
Office of the Ministry of
period of forty five days of
ent or the Union Terit,
upto five hectares other than
Cess, scrutinise and forward
tares including al| proposals
g with the recommendations,
Bhawan, CGO Complex, New
ernment and inform the State
may be, and the User Agency

ator of

(6) The proposal referred to in clause (e)(ii) of Sub -rule 3), involving forest land of more
than forty hectares shall be forwarded by the concerned State Government or as the case may
be, the Union Territory Administration, along with its recommendations, to the Ministry
Environment and Forests, Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex, New Delhi-1 10 003"

(F.No.5-5/98-FC)

Dr. VK. BAHUGUNA, Inspector General

N of Forests(Forest Conservation)
ote :

The Forest (Co

Nservation
number G.S R ) A

Mmendment
94(E) dated gy

Rules,2
 3rd Feb {04 w

' i ia vide
Tuary, 2004, €re published in the Gazette of India
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1.1.

(1)

(ii)

) B

(i)

(i)

(iii)

PART - C

CHAPTER 1
Application of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980

Definition

The term 'Forest land' mentioned in Section 2 of the Act refers to reserved forest, protected forest
or any area recorded as forest in the government records. Lands which are notified under Section
4 of the Indian Forest Act would also come within the purview of the Act. (Supreme Court's
Judgement in NTPC's case). It would also include “Forest” as understood in the dictionary sense
(Supreme Court order dated 12.12.1996 in WP No. 202/1995-Annexure-1). All proposals for
diversions of such areas to any non-forest purpose, irrespective of its ownership, would require
the prior approval of the Central Government.

Clarification : -The term “forest” shall not be applicable to the plantations raised on private
lands, except notified private forests. However, felling of trees in these private plantations shall
be governed by various State Acts and Rules. Felling of trees in notified private forests will be
as per the working plan/management plan duly approved by Government of India.

The term "tree" for the purpose of this Act will have the same meaning as defined in Section 2
of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 or any other Forest Act which may be in force in the forest area
under question.

Clarifications

The cases in which specific orders for de-reservation or diversion of forest areas in connection
with any project were issued by the State Government prior to 25.10.1980, need not be referred to
the Central Government. However, in cases where only administrative approval for the
project was issued without specific orders regarding dereservation and/or diversion of forest
lands, a prior approval of the Central Government would be necessary.

Harvesting of fodder grasses, legumes etc. which grow naturally in forest areas, without removal
of the tree growth, will not require prior approval of the Central Government. However, lease of
such areas to any organisation or individual would necessarily require approval under the Act.

The forest policy, as well as provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, do not interfere in
any manner or restrict the Nistar, recorded rights, concessions and privileges of the local people
for bonafide domestic use as granted by the State Governments under Indian Forest Act, 1927 or
State Forest Acts/Regulations. However, it has to be ensured that while allowing such rights,
concessions and privileges to be exercised, the right holders do not resort to felling of trees or
break up the forest floor so as to procure stones, minerals, or take up constructions, etc. The
forest produce so obtained shall not be utilised for any commercial purposes.

The collection of such forest produce should be manual and should be transported through local
modes or transport like bullock carts, camel carts, etc. and no mechanised vehicles shall be
allowed to be used in transporting such forest produce and only in exceptional cases with the
approval of concerned Divisional Forest Officers, tractors mounted with trolley may be used.

Clarification :- The Supreme Court has passed an order on 14.02.2000 restraining removal of
dead, diseased, dying or wind-fallen trees, drift wood and grasses etc. from any National Park or
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1.3

(1)

(i)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

1.4 Explanation Re

(i)

(i)

In view of this, rights and concessions
be referred to.
» Annexure-1l A may

e SNEABt: the Protected Areas (PAS)-

cannot be enjoyed in

Investigation and Survey

t in connection with deve!opmem .proj'ec_ts Such as
seismic surveys, exploration for oil drilling, Mining
t as long as these surveys do not involve any clearing
e restricted to clearing of bushes and lopping of tree

Investigations and surveys ca.rned ‘outs
transmission lines, hydro-electric prOJecA,
etc. will not attract the provisions of th_e c
of forest or cutting of trees, and operations ar
branches for purpose of sighting.

If, however, investigations and surveys involve clearing of forest area or felling of trees, prigr
, however, :
permission of the Central Government is mandatory.

Notwithstanding the above, survey, investigation and exploration shallhnothe car[r)led out ip
wildlife sanctuaries, national parks and sample plots demarcated by the ore;ln_ epar;mcnt
without obtaining the prior approval of the Central Government, whether or not felling of trees
is involved.

Clarification :- The Supreme Court has passed several orders regarding taking up of npn-forestfy
activities in the National Parks/Sanctuaries. Annexure - [ A may I:fe referred to. In view of this,
the State Governments should not submit any proposal for diversion of forest land in National

Parks and Sanctuaries without seeking prior permission of the Indian Board for Wildlife (Now
National Board of Wildlife) and Supreme Court.

The work of actual construction would however, fully attract the provisions of the Act and prior
clearance of the Central Government

must be obtained even if such work does not require felling
of trees.

It is clarified that the

( Permission to surye
any commitment on

Y, exploration
he part of the Centr

i Or prospection would not ipso facto imply
al Government for diversion of forest land.
Clarification: For reconnais i

+ For sance operatjon i i i i '
develc.)pmenta] projects, the collectiorl1J1t= of sarrs|’ lcamed Tar g forest L s,
material from 1@ pos 1

holes of 4 rom land surface addition to drilled out
(Conservation) Act, 1980, provid eters per 100 Sq.

inch dj
ed that]?lzzre s ; Kms. Wil not attract Forest
11-33/2004-FC dateq — 7.6.2004), 15 00 felling of trees involved (MoEF’s letter No.

garding Non-Foregt Purpose

Cultivation of tea,

Vi coffee, spj
Provisions of the Acy. PIeeS, rubber ang Palm is 4 non-forestry activity

attracting the
Cultivation of fruit-

bearing tre i

€3 0r 0il-begy;
appr car . .
PProval of the Cengrg Government except ':{% gl:z.mts Or medicinal plangs would also require prior
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(a)
(b)

(i)

(i)

(i)

1.6

()

(i1)

(iii)

1.7

()

(i)

The species to be'p!ant.ed are indigenous to the area in question; and
Such planting activity is part of an overall afforestation programme for the forest area in question.

Tusser Cultivation

*Tusser cultivation in forest areas by the tribals as a means of their livelihood without
undertaking monocultural Asan or Arjun plantations shall be treated as a forestry activity.
Therefore, no prior approval of the Central Government under the Act is necessary.

*Tusser cultivation in forest areas for which specific plantation of Asan or Arjun trees are
undertaken for providing host trees to the silk cocoons shall be treated as forestry activity not
requiring prior approval of the Central Government provided such plantation activity does not
involve any felling of existing trees; provided further that while undertaking such plantations, at
least three species are planted, of which no single species shall cover more than 50% of the
planted area.

Plantation of mulberry for silkworm rearing is a non-forestry activity attracting the provisions of
the Act.

Mining

Mining including underground mining is a non-forestry activity. Therefore, prior approval of the
Central Government is essential before a mining lease is granted in respect of any forest area.
The Act would apply not only to the surface area which is used in the mining but also to the
entire underground mining area beneath the forest. A renewal of an existing mining lease in a
forest area also requires the prior approval of the Central Government. Continuation or
resumption of mining operation on the expiry of a mining lease without prior approval would
amount to contravention of the Act.

The advice of the Ministry of Law, Government of India in regard to the Supreme Court Order in
Civil Appeal No.2349 of 1984 dated 7.5.1985 is at Annexure-IIL.

Boulders, bajri, stone, etc., in the riverbeds located within forest areas would constitute a part of
the forest land and their removal would require prior approval of the Central Government.

Clarification on Sub-clause 2(iii) of the Act

The Sub-clause shall not be attracted when any forest land or any portion thereof is assigned to
any authority, corporation, agency or any other organisation wholly owned, managed or
controlled by the concerned State/Union Territory Government and/or the Central Government.
Such Government owned, managed or controlled authority/corporation/agency, which has been
assigned such forest land shall not reassign it or any part thereof to any other organisation or

individual.

Any scheme or project which involves assignment of any forest land by way of lease or similar
arrangement, for any purpose whatsoever, including afforestation, to any private person or to any
authority/agency/organisation not wholly owned, managed or controlled by the Government
(such as private or joint sector ventures) shall attract the provisions of this sub-clause.

(* Replaced by new guidelines issued vide MoEF letter No. 2-1/2003-FC (Pt-III) dated
07.06.2004 - see appendix-19)

21



(1)

(i)

(iv)

Clarification on Sub-clause 2(iv) of the Act

in forest land for th
Sub-clause 2(iv) of the Act prohibits clearing _oi_“ naturall){ grox:k:;es‘:s“:ill be attracted if thz
purpose of using it for reforestation. The provisions of this su d to be clear-felled, irrespective
forest area in question bears naturally grown trees z?.n_d are require thesgirartificial fageners o,
of their size, for harnessing existing crop and/or raising plantation other mode of vegetatin,
techniques, which may include coppicing, pollarding or any
propagation.

All proposals involving clearing of naturally grown tn:less ti:t:{r‘l_)]{rfg;vsz :nrﬁtnltn?;u?}::gf;‘:nﬂ;
purpose of reforestation, shall be sent by the concerne :

Maﬁagement Plans/Working Plans to the Regional Chief Conservator of Forests of the
concerned Regional Office of the Ministry of Environment and Forests.

All proposals in respect of sanction of Working PlansfManagem_ent Plaqs .shall be finally
disposed of by the Regional Office, under Section 2 of the Act. While examining the proposal,
the Regional Office would ensure that the final decision is in conformity with the National
Forest Policy, Working Plan guidelines and other relevant rules and gmdelmes' issued by the
Central Government from time to time. The Regional Office will however, invariably seek prior
clearance of the Ministry whenever the proposal involves clear-felling of forest area having
density above 0.4 irrespective of the area involved. Also, prior clearance would be required when
the proposal is for clear felling of an area of size more than 20 ha. in the plains and 10 ha. in the
hilly region, irrespective of density.

In national parks and sanctuaries where fellings are carried for improvement of wildlife and its
habitat only, forests would be managed according to a scientifically prepared management plan
approved by the Chief Wildlife Warden, provided that the removed forest produce shall be used

for meeting bona fide needs of the people living in and around the National Park/Sanctuary and
shall not be used for any commercial purposes. But in cases where large scale felling/removal of
timber and non timber products is required in a national park/sanctuary, which need disposal
through sales, approval of the Central Government would be necessary. However, this shall be
subject to the orders of the Supreme Court, which may be referred to at Annexure-li A

Clarification of Section 3 B of the Act

Each case of the violation of the Act shall be reported by th :
€ co i
Government to the Central Government. d ricerned State/Union Territory

The report of violation shall be described in a self-contaj ISi
do_cumenf,s, including particularly the names and de B nt?tteh: ndﬂ‘s s o i
prima-facie responsible for the contravention of the Act. ey Whoiac

In case it is not possible to fix the responsibility for ¢ issi

g ! ommission/omjsc; : :
the violation of the Act, a full explanation with elevant suppon;mlzsm" of any action leading to
to the report, & documents shal| pe appended

y ; ntra| ; ;
any of the duties, including prosecution under the A(];Etl ir(;3 ::; "(':‘g‘uer':;:l:l}; ;i;e‘;]uueddto d:scha_rgte
eemed appropriate

for this purpose. In such an €ventuality, the G

; ’ Overnment of 2 .
shall make available all sych records or documents as mgy tgg colrllcel'ned Statern!on Terntt_Jr)f
officer. Called upop by the Investigation
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(i)

(i)

1.12

1.13

Clarification : The provisions of this Section are applicable to the cases where the State
Government or any authority passes any order for permitting activities covered by Section 2 of
the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 without prior approval of the Central Government. Cases of
illicit felling/encroachment/illegal mining, etc. have to be dealt under the provisions of the Indian
Forest Act, 1927, State Forest Acts, Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, etc.

Diversion of Forest Land for Regularisation of Encroachments

Detailed guidelines issued in this regard vide this Ministry's letter No.13-1/90-F.P.(1) dated
18.9.90 shall be strictly followed. These are included in Annexure IV.

The State Governments/UT Administrations may send the proposals as follows:-

(a) A consolidated proposal for the whole State in the prescribed application form.

(b) Detailed information as per the enclosed Table/format - Annexure - IV- A. Division wise
proposals, maps, names of encroachers, etc. should be kept ready at Division level,
which may be made available whensoever required for inspection and need not be
appended with the consolidated proposal.

(¢) Detailed compensatory afforestation scheme with areas proposed for raising
compensatory afforestation Division-wise, phased planning, fund requirement,
commitment of the State Government to provide funds for the purpose, etc. Maps of
proposed areas for compensatory afforestation should be kept already at Division level,
which may be made available whensoever required for inspection.

(d) A time plan for eviction of ineligible encroachers.

- Review of Disputed Claims over Forest Land, arising out of Forest Settlement

Detailed guidelines issued in this regard vide this Ministry’s No.13-1/90-F.P.(2) dated 18.9.90
shall be strictly followed. These are included in Annexure [V-B.

Disputes Regarding Pattas/Leases/Grants involving Forest Land - Settlement thereof

Detailed guidelines issued in this regard vide this Ministry’s No.13-1/90-F.P.(3) dated 18.9.90
shall be strictly followed. These are included in Annexure IV-C.

Conversion of Forest Villages into Revenue Villages

Detailed guidelines issued in this regard vide this Ministry’s No.13-1/90-F.P.(5) dated 18.9.90
shall be strictly followed. These are included in Annexure IV-D.
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(ii)
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(iv)

(v)

(vi)

CHAPTER-2

Submission of Proposals

General

Rule 6 of the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003 prescribes the dpro;ed:{re 20r fsfl?:]:ztlonrﬁf
proposals for seeking prior approval of the Cenltral Govcrnmentup herd ec't;,m:heoro = _0 ]e
form appended to the Rules, specifies the pamcullars to be furnis 'T] t:w sidEr ([]) Th;: nly
proposal in the prescribed format, and complete in all respects_, will be a::onI ] ed. - user
agency, if they so desire, for monitoring purpose oqu, may submit the proposal a onﬁ WIA a copy
of the receipt from Nodal Officer of having received complf.:le ?ppllcatlon to the Assistant
Inspector General of Forests (FC)/Director incharge of the Monitoring cell.

Al proposals relating to diversion of forest land up to 40 hect.ares and proposals for
clearing of naturally grown trees for reforestation shall be sent directly to t_he concerned
Regional Office of the MOEF by the State/UT government or other authority. All other
proposals shall be sent by the State/UT Government or other authority to the Secretary to the
Government of India, MOEF mentioning "Attention - FC Division" on covering letter as well as

on envelope. Moreover a copy of all these proposals irrespective of area should also be sent
to concerned Regional Office of the MOEF.

For small development and public utility projects involvin
hectare, the State government may authorize the Nodal O
the proposals directly to the Regional Offices.

g diversion of forest land upto §
fficer or any other Officer to submit

Adverse recommendations of subordinate officers in prescribed form or in the documents
attached with the form should invariably be co

_ mmented upon by the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests/Chief Conservator of Forests. Similarly, adverse recommendation by the PCCF/CCF
should be commented upon by the State Government to emphasize that a conscious decision has
been taken in the matter.

The State Governments are advised not i

: ; to consideyy rocess . i
various Courts or are sub-judice, ¢, avoid ay I:ort cases, which are pending in
complications. $ of administrative and legal
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(vin)

Fn prder to ensure that the forest lands are diverted only for site specific projects, that too where it
1s inescapable, so that the ccological balance of the country is well protected, the respective
State/UT Administration, should give due consideration to the following and should submit
proposal accordingly after detailed scrutiny.

L. Diversion of forest land within Reserve Forest:- As per the State of Forest Report,
2001 published by Forest Survey of India, out of 76.84 million hectare of total forest area,
roughly 55% is Reserve Forest area. These forests are considered as good forests with plenty of
bio diversity and it is necessary too keep these forests intact. As such, any proposal for
diversion in Reserve Forest should be very carefully examined and detailed justification
after exhausting all alternatives for locating the project in this forest area should be given
while forwarding the proposal.

2 Regarding Mining proposals:- It has been observed by the Central Government that a
large number of proposals relating to mining are submitted which are located deep inside the
forest areas. Locating such proposals inside makes entire forest area vulnerable due to ancillary
activities like construction of approach road, movement of vehicles and coming up of colonies for
the workers. It has also been observed that whatever area has already been opened up for mining
of different minerals, have not been worked and reclaimed systematically and scientifically.
There is a tendency to open up new pits without exhausting the existing once to its full
depth/potential. Therefore, Ministry has decided that whenever a proposal for fresh mining is
submitted, a brief profile of the lessee/company should be submitted giving details of their
existing mining leases in the State with their capacity of production, the present level of average
annual production, location of these pits and the status of reclamation of forest land that are
exhausted of minerals. Alongwith this, the State Government should also submit details of all
other mining leases for that particular mineral with their capacity and average annual production
and projected future requirements. They should fully justify the necessity of opening new
mining leases for that particular mineral. Mining plan should be approved by the competent
authority for concerned minerals e.g. for coal it should be approved by Controller of Coal and
for major minerals by IBM and so on.

Even in the case of renewals, it has been observed that the State Governments are not giving
complete picture of mining activity in the particular block or compartment of the forest block.
Whenever such proposal is sent, complete details of existing or proposed leases in that particular
forest area with their present status should be indicated on Survey of India topo-shect on

1:50,000 scale.

3. Diversion for non-site specific projects:- A large number of proposals for diversion of
forest land for non-site specific projects like industries, construction of residential colonies,
institutes, disposal of fly ash, rehabilitation of displaced persons, etc. are received by the Central
Government. Attention is drawn to items 1(iv) and 8 of the Form “A” in which the proposal is to
be submitted by the State Government. In these columns, justification for locating the project in
the forest area giving details of the alternatives examined and reasons for their rejection has to
be furnished. Normally, there should not be any justification for locating non site-specific
projects on forest land. Therefore, the State Government should scrutinize the alternatives in
more details and must give complete justification establishing its in-escapability for locating the

project in forest area.

4, It has been observed that in respect of many proposals, the Central Government receives
representation from NGOs/local public bodies against the diversion of forest land or loss of
forest land, environment and ecological grounds. It is felt that it is essential to have the opinion
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)
(vi)

e § : in that area. Therefore, whenever any
er a project is coming UP_ in ied by a resolyf;

0f.;llz;::;l;rpt:ﬁ‘pr:!e;s;:l;e:: :orcstplarjul is submitted, it should be ac::;:::ls’i“n“g’ e irop‘:::a]u::m

pf t::e ‘Aam Sabha’ of gram Panchayat/Local Body of the area e 7 90 A ey at

'tjhc project is in the interest of people living il.l and around lh:“l;:I‘:Er Kis bim ohtaine:etl:‘

s S Regever commaf the lacal pﬁuﬂ:e ll:arc:rr::eizoir;lliz;ted in the proposal exlllicill)'y

ject proponents and the same : : : yo

:?:witvs:: i?:v:)l::lzdpbreolrzquil:ed l\)awhn:re the project activity on forf.st Iarlld. is aff;o.::crzf c(|!Li|:I|]ty of life

of the pe;;ple residing in nearby areas of the site of diversion; like mining prI jects, p; :cement

of people in submergence area, etc. It is further clarified that such resolution would not pe
required in following cases:

a. Project requires public hearing in order to get environmenF clearance. However, a copy of
public hearing may be furnished along with the props;sai in sgch cases. -

b. For projects like construction of roads, canals, laying of plpelipesf optica . ibers and
transmission lines etc., where linear diversion of forest land in several villages are
involved.

c. Proposals involving diversion of private forest lands. . o

d. In case of small public utility projects like drinking water, schools, hospitals which are

for the welfare of local people.
Particulars to be Furnished along with the Proposal

Map of the forest area required showing boundary of the adjoining forests, etc., is to be furnished
along with the prescribed form, This should normally be on 1:50,000 scale original Survey
of India toposheet. However, if maps on 1:50,000 scale are not available, map on 1"=] mile or

I"= 4 miles or any other suitable scale would be acceptable. If the area is very small, an index

map may be submitted showing forest boundaries and a location map on a larger scale with a land
use of the area required.

Species-wise and diameter class
prescribed form. Total enumeratio
wise and diameter class-wise abst

The user agency shall sub
Department one year prior to date of ey iry
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(b) Extent of forest land diverted so far under Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 in the

concerned district/State.

(c) E:\te!ﬂ of forest land diverted for same/similar purpose/project so far in the concerned
district/State.

(d) Plrogrcss of compensatory afforestation in the concerned district/State under earlier forest
clearances.

However,‘the States/UTs may submit the above information on a consolidated, calendar
year ba;us every year as per the proforma at Annexure-VIl so as to avoid
duplication/reiteration in each proposal. (No.] 1-30/96-FC (Pt) dated 28.06.2001)

Mining proposals in forest areas in respect of coal and other major minerals should be
accompanied with the following documents:-

1. In respect of Underground mining in stratified deposits in forest areas

The mining plan in stratified deposits in forest areas should include the predicted subsidence,
slope and strain values and their impact on forests and surface and their mitigation. The
maximum tensile strain of 20 mm per metre and thereby the surface cracks of width of about 200
- 300 mm is to be permitted in forest areas. Accordingly, the mine plans should be made to
restrict the subsidence movement within these limits with the provision of mitigation measures.
All mining plans in respect of coal and other major minerals should be accompanied with
numerical modelling in 3-Dimension for subsidence prediction through an expert mining
engineer/organisation to assess long term damage on surface vegetation due to underground
mining preferably from Banaras Hindu University; ISM, Dhanbad; any of the IITs located at
Delhi, Kanpur, Mumbai, Kharagpur, Madras, Roorkee & Guwahati, or M/s CMRI alongwith the
mitigation measures suggested by them should be submitted along with the proposal. The surface
layout of mining area should be designed so as to use minimum possible land, and wherever
feasible, the surface facilities should be planned over non-forest areas.

2. Open cast mining in forest areas

In respect of open cast mining in forest areas, a comprehensive study of solid waste management
and land reclamation with post mining land use plan and de-commissioning should be made and
the plan should envisage the minimum possible overburden dumping outside the mine. In place
where the non-forest land is available, the external dumping of the overburden should be planned
on non-forest land. Special attention should be given to top-soil and sub-soil handling and

management.

3. Use of Fly ash in reclamation of open cast mines

Wherever feasible, depending upon the characteristic of fly ash and its availability nearby, use of
fly ash in reclamation of open pits should be looked into and planned. Fly ash for this purpose
should be characterised from the point of view of leaching potential with special reference to

heavy metals.

While forwarding the proposals, the State Government may also bear in mind the para 7.13 of
The National Mineral Policy, 1993 (For non-fuel & non-atomic mineral) wherein it states that *
- Mining operation shall not ordinarily be taken up in identified ecologically fragile and
biologically rich areas..... .
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In order to take 2 losed with the proposal alongwith
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hou f India topo sheet 1:50,000 scale showing

st block within that sheet.

Ministry of Environment an
of/rencwal of mining leases.

mining plan duly approved by the
map of forest arca on printed original cC
boundaries of forest areas and other mining lease:

| copy of Survey 0
it s of fore

‘ le
Proposals Requiring Clearance from Environmental Ang
notifications issued from time to time under Environment (Protection

Act. 1986, shall require clearance separately from environmental angle, as per proqedure laid
down by {hc Environment Wing of the Ministry of Environment and Forests. Environmental

clearance where required should be applied for separately and simultaneously.

The projects covered under

Notwithstanding the above, if in the opinion of the Ministry or the Advis.ory Committee, any
proposal should be examined from the environmental angle, it may be required that the project
proponent refer the case to the Environment Wing of the MOEF.

For projects requiring clearance from forest as well as environment angles, separate
communications of sanction will be issued, and the project would be deemed to be cleared only
after clearance from both angles.

Simplified Procedure for Certain Categories of Proposals

In respect of proposals for laying of transmission lines, pipelines for drinking water supply,
laying of telephone/optical fibre lines and exploratory drilling for prospecting of oil which do not

involve any felling or cuttin ; ’ :
sy i }f"orm: & g of tree, only the following particulars may be furnished in the

(a) Map of the area required along with geo i
; raph i i
(b) Purpose for which forest land 18 requgirt’:dglolz'bemual |:;catlon it proyect.
(c) Extent of forest area to be diverted. o
(d)  Legal status of forest land,
(e)  Whether forest land forms i
part of nationa| ildli
forms part of the habitat of park, wildlife san .
0] Whelhir no altern:tilxtzzt;i:‘any enld'angered or threatened Spec?it;:saz',ﬂblosphem feeiy
I e i gnment is possible to avoid or minjmj ora and fauna.
P e re:t area 1s the minimym needed fo 1Il:n|se il Iland an#’
oottt Ished by the concerned Divisiona]r::' il el “:
(g) Compensatory afforestatio PR ater et

. n sche
(h) A certificate stating Speci et

| | NO cutting or felling of trees i ;
Other cases involving forest arey €s Is involved.

; =R Upto2h :
with as per above simplifieq a. Which ar ;
roc € dev
encroachments, Procedure except for PrOPOSgll'S.d f%f tre.e cover, may also be deal;
T Mining and regylarisation ©
gularisati

Diversion of Forest L;

and for Widcning or Fx

Such lands which had be

en :
etc. for specific purpose 2Cquired by Gover

s like layip nment De i
8 of roads, railway I?::sn;ems like Railway, Irrigation, PWD:

n
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2.7

(if)

planted up with trecs and these lands are not yet notified as protected forests will not attract
the provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for the purposes of widening or expansion or
re-alignment. However, the concerned agency will seek permission under local laws, if any,
from appropriate authority.

Such lands which were acquired by the above departments and the vacant areas were
subsequently planted and notified as protected forests for management purposes will need
approval from the Central Government under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. The user agency
will submit the proposal in the prescribed format through the State Forest Department to the
concerned Regional Office of the Ministry. The Regional Offices shall be competent to finally
dispose of all such proposals irrespective of the area, preferably within 30 days from the date of
receipt of the proposal. While issuing the approval, in place of normal provision for
compensatory afforestation, the Regional Offices will stipulate a condition that for every tree cut
at least two trees should be planted.

However, if the decision is not ordered by the concerned Regional Office within 30 days of the
receipt of fully completed application, the Central Government/State may proceed with the
widening/modernisation under intimation to the local State Forest Department and Central
Government.

Clarification : This guideline is applicable to only such projects, where plantations have been
raised on the lands acquired by the user agency and subsequently notified as Protected Forest.
This guideline will not be applicable if the forest land involved is reserved/protected forests
belonging to the Forest Department .

Cost-benelit Analysis

While considering proposals for dereservation or diversion of forest land for non-forest use, it is
essential that ecological and environmental losses and socio-economic distress caused to the
people who are displaced are weighed against economic and social gains.

Annexure VI (a) details the types of projects for which cost-benefit analysis will be required.
Annexure VI (b) lists the parameters according to which the cost aspect will be determined, while
Annexure VI (c) gives the parameters for assessing the benefits accruing.

A cost-benefit analysis as above should accompany the proposals sent to the Central Government
for clearance under the Act.

Plan for Rehabilitation of Oustees

If the project involves displacement of people, a detailed Rehabilitation Plan shall be submitted
along with the proposal for diversion of forest land. The Scheduled Tribe and Scheduled Caste
population should be separately considered, and a plan for their rehabilitation should be in
consonance with their socio-economic, cultural and emotional lifestyle.

The Government of India do not allow diversion of forest land for rehabilitation of people.
However, such diversion may be considered as a special case, if diversion of forest land is
essentially required for the rehabilitation of persons belonging to Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled
Castes and other people who may have to be shifted from the core zone of a national park or

FESErve.
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2.8 Transfer of Lease

er agency to another foor ttle Same purpose fo,
e Skl forisitv:::::& frs;sr:isusnecegssary, prior perrnlssuz]n t lfuf otrl?e. Cfntral
) i e ford i d. For ;his purpose, the State Gcz:»w:rnment.ar;l € original yger
Govemnpent b rlt:ql;:r?m'-ol::jection certificate for such tran'sfer and; the' r;:e:; u:_er agency
bt Tl regu"ed tdo rstl;k[:rlu that they shall abide by all tht=f _cond:tlvons on Wb ich ei oaest land
:?asstf;::;m:; z:;eu:rieginal uier agency and any other condition which may be stipulate by the

Central Government/State Government in future.

2.9.  Participation of private sector through involvement of NGOs & Forest Department in
afforestation/rehabilitation of degraded forests

Detailed guidelines issued in this regard vide this Ministry’s letter No. 8-21/96-FC dated
07.06.1999 shall be strictly followed. These are included in Annexure VIII.

2.10  Cluster mining

Detailed guidelines issued in this regard vide this Ministry’s letter No. 11-8/2001-FC dated
15.11.2001 shall be strictly followed. These are included in Annexure IX.
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CHAPTER 3

Compensatory Afforestation

Compensatory Afforestation

Compensatory afforestation is one of the most important conditions stipulated by the Central
Government while approving proposals for de-reservation or diversion of forest land for non-
forest uses. It is essential that with all such proposals, a comprehensive scheme for
compensatory afforestation is formulated and submitted to the Central Government.

The comprehensive scheme shall include the details of non-forest/degraded forest area identified
for compensatory afforestation, map of areas to be taken up for compensatory afforestation, year-
wise phased forestry operations, details of species to be planted and a suitability certificate from
afforestation/management point of view alongwith the cost structure of various operations.

Sometimes the compensatory afforestation schemes are being submitted at such a cost structure,
which is at variance with the cost norms for the same area. The compensatory afforesation
schemes no doubt has to be site specific and thus per hectare rate will vary according to species,
type of forest and site. In this regard, it has been decided that henceforth the compensatory
afforestation schemes which are being submitted alongwith the proposals for forestry clearance,
must have technical and administrative approvals form the compentent authority and should be in
conformity with cost norms based on species, type of forest and site.

Land for Compensatory Afforestation
Compensatory afforestation shall be done over equivalent area of non-forest land.

Clarification:- As a matter of pragmatism, the revenue lands/zudpi jungle/chhote/bade jhar ka
jungle/jungle-jhari land/civil-soyam lands and all other such categories of lands, on which the
provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 are applicable, shall be considered for the purpose
of compensatory afforestation provided such lands on which compensatory afforestation is
proposed shall be notified as RF under the Indian Forest Act, 1927.

As far as possible, the non-forest land for compensatory afforestation should be identified
contiguous to or in the proximity of Reserved Forest or Protected Forest to enable the Forest
Department to effectively manage the newly planted area.

In the event that non-forest land of compensatory afforestation is not available in the same
district, non-forest land for compensatory afforestation may be identified anywhere else in the
State/UT as near as possible to the site of diversion, so as to minimise adverse impact on the
micro-ecology of the area.

Where non-forest lands are not available or non-forest land is available in less extent to the
forest area being diverted, compensatory afforestation may be carried out over degraded forest
twice in extent to the area being diverted or to the difference between forest land being
diverted and available non-forest land, as the case may be.

The non-availability of suitable non-forest land for compensatory afforestation in the entire

State/UT would be accepted by the Central Government only on the Certificate from the Chief
Secretary to the State/UT Government to that effect.
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other similar work excluding mining and encr(_)achment cases, whlch directly benef

the people of the arca - in hill districts and in other districts having forest gy,

exceeding 50% of the total geographical area, provided diversion of forest area does p
exceed 20 hectares.

(c) For laying of transmission lines upto 220 KV. _ ‘
(d) For mulberry plantation undertaken for silk-worm rearing without any felling of

existing trees.

(e) For diversion of linear or ‘strip’ plantation declared as protected forest along the
road/rail/canal sides for widening or expansion of road/rail/canal.

(f) For laying of telephone/optical fibre lines

The field firing ranges, which are used temporarily by the defence establishments for arms
practice, comprises of safety zone encompassing the field firing range and danger
area/impact zone. Keeping in view that the impact area is only a small portion of the entire
firing range and as an exception to 3.2(i) above, compensatory afforestation may be raised over

equivalent degraded forest land of the forest area being diverted for impact zone of the fiel
firing range.

No compensatory afforestation shall be insisted upon in respect of the following :-

(a) For clearing of naturally grown trees i i i
o s in forest land thereof for the
purpose of using it for reforestation. or fn portion fher
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(ii)

(iii)

C?‘“m' projects in their respective States as indicated by the Chief Secretaries of these

5 11\_'; 9 States in the meeting of Committee of Secretaries held on 15-11-1996.

(d) e pool of degraded forest land in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan will also be
available for the Central Government projects of other States if the concerned State
Government fail to identify the requisite land, as mentioned at (a) above, for
compensatory afforestation in its own territory within one month of the submission of
1h:3 Proposal to the State Government

(e) While identifying the pool of degraded forest land, blank forest lands in reserved
forests in compact /sizeable blocks should be identified as first priority as “plantation
bank™. An appropriate treatment plan with choice of species should be prepared by the
beneficiary States. Only when such areas are not available, the choice of
compensatory afforestation will fall on protected, unprotected forests and unclassified
forests in declining order of priority.

(N The Nodal Officer (Forest Conservation), State Forest Department will identify the pool
of such degraded forest lands in consultation with concerned Chief Conservator of
Forests (C), Regional Offices of the MOEF.

Clarification : The provisions of the above guideline would be applicable to only
Central Sector projects and not on State Sector projects which are being undertaken by
Central PSUs on turnkey basis. In such cases, Compensatory Afforestation on equivalent
non-forest land/a certificate of Chief Secretary regarding non-availability of equivalent
non-forest land anywhere in the State shall be insisted upon.

Elements of Schemes for Compensatory Afforestation

The scheme for compensatory afforestation should contain the following details :-

(a) Details of equivalent non-forest or degraded forest land identified for raising
compensatory afforestation.

(b) Delineation of proposed area on suitable map.

(c) Agency responsible for afforestation.

(d) Details of work schedule proposed for compensatory afforestation

(e) Cost structure of plantation, provision of funds and the mechanism to ensure that the
funds will be utilized for raising afforestation.

(N Details of proposed monitoring mechanism.

Lands identified for Compensatory Afforestation to be Transferred to the Forest
Department:

Equivalent non-forest land identified for the purpose are to be transferred to the ownership
of the State Forest Department and declared as reserved/protected forests, so that the
plantation raised can be maintained permancntly. The transfer must take prior to the

commencement of the project.

The compensatory afforestation should clearly be an additional plantation activity and not a
diversion of part of the annual plantation programme.

In each case where the afforestation target is over 500 hectares in plains, and 200 hectares in
hills. a Monitoring Committee shall be established with a nominee of the Central Government
to oversee that the stipulations, including those pertaining to compensatory plantation are

carried out.
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Special Fund . e e
= fund to which the individual user agency

special
The State/UT Government should create a SP ation. The Forest Department, or any Other

t
. : ensatory Affores . .
ety o dCP:JSI:S ra?ge:;:;:c;fmpwhich is assigned the job of compensatory afforeStatloH
technically competen

: fforestation scheme appr

Id fully utilise this amount for implementation _of tlgisaa coc i HErEGE PProved by
Slhcm(i :mﬁwnt of India, and keep separate g mistien
the Gov .

ts, the Controller Generg|
_ i« followed by all eranmefl ; ral of
In order that aunlfor:n g;ocEe:::]dliium, Ministry of Fmi?ﬂce wde_ letter NO.T-I40|8/14/90.
o Dep?jn;];gﬁ 1992 has informed that the aforcsqld deposit may be booked under the
Codcuss e £ Funds not bearing interest - 8235 -General and Otpe

] I d b ReSCI'VC T
gﬁiwi Ii{:isnedr:? 2[-;]Lbn_ (Ot)her Funds - Special Fund for Compensatory Afforestation”.

Clarification : The Supreme Court has pgssed ordqrs on 30- ll;)—ioozfm .A. No.566 in Writ
Petition (Civil) No.202 of 1995, regarding creation of a dO y lor mz;pagemellt of
compensatory afforestation fund. Annexure-Il B may be referred to. In compliance with the
orders, creation of a body namely, “Compensatory Affo_rcstatlon Management_ & Planning
Agency (CAMPA)” is under consideration . As soon as this body comes into existence, :a!l the
funds received by the State/UT Governments towards Compensatory Afforestation, Additional
Compensatory Afforestation, Penal Compensatory Afforestation, Net Present Value of forest
land, Catchment Area Treatment Plan Funds, Wildlife Management Plan etc. for the conditions
stipulated by the Central Governments ,  shall be transferred to the CAMPA. Further,
Compensatory Afforestation Funds which have not yet been realised as well as the unspent
funds already realised by the States shall be transferred to the said body within six months of
its constitution by the respective States and the user-agencies.

Further, Supreme Court in its order dated 1.8.2003 in 1.A. No.826 & 859 in 1.A. No.566 in
Writ Petition (Civil) No.202 of 1995 reiterated that no approval shall be granted without

imposing the condition indicated in this Court’s order dated 30.10.2002 relating to the
payment of net present value of the forest land, Annexure-II C may be referred to.

Note:- Compensatory Afforestation Fund Mana : :
A : gement and Planning A CAMPA)
has been notified in Official Gazette on 23" April, 2004 (F{e;‘:g' A:;:gz‘it:)-(

| e
2003 & 22-9:2003 (Appendiv). 1r oo™ 551¢d Vide letter No. 5.1/98FC (P11 dated 13

: . In this regard it ; : By
ot S oty



4.1

(1)

(i1)

(i11)

(iv)

(v) (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

CHAPTER 4

Some Clarifications

Delegation of Powers

.;\II prrmpo;als involving diversion/derescrvation of forest land up to 40 hectares, and proposals
or clearing of’ naturally grown trees in forest area or portion thereof shall be sent by the
concerned State/UT Government to the concerned Regional Office of MOEF.

C_hu:f Conservator of Forests of the concerned Regional Office shall be competent to finally
dispose of all proposals (including decision regarding violation of Act) involving
d|\-crstgn..’Qeresen'ati011 for forest land up to 5 hectare , except in respect of proposals for
regularisation of encroachments and mining (including renewal of mining leases). Similarly,
proposals involving clearing of naturally grown trees in forest area or portion thereof for
reforestation shall also be finally disposed of by the Chief Conservator of Forests of the
concerned Regional Office. subject to guidelines/instructions issued in this regard (refer to
para |.8) and any other instructions issued from time to time.

In the absence of Chief Conservator of Forests, these powers shall be exercised by the
concerned Conservator of Forests of the Regional Office in case the post of Chief Conservator
of Forests is vacant due to transfer, long leave, etc.  (In respect of Regional Office at
Chandigarh, these powers shall be exercised by Conservator of Forests of the Regional Office

of Chandigarh).

A list of cases finally disposed of and a list of cases rejected along with reasons thereof
for rejection would be required to be sent every month to the MOEF by the Regional

Office.

In respect of proposals involving diversion of forest area above 5 hectares and up to 40
hectares and all proposals for regularisation of encroachments and mining up to 40 ha., the
proposals shall be examined by the Regional Chicf Conservator of Forests/Conservator of
Forests in consultation with an Advisory Group consisting of representatives of the State
Government  from  Revenuc Department, Forest Department, Planning and/or Finance
Department and concerned Department whose proposal is being examinec!. The views of the
Advisory Group shall be recorded by the Regional Chief Conservator ol' Fore.sm and aIPng
with the same, the proposal shall be sent to Secretary, MOEF for consideration and final
decision. It is to be clarified that views of this Advisory Group in no way shall be binding
while deciding the proposal. The meeting of the Advisory Group may be held at the State

Capital. The proposal will not be deferred for want of quorum.

The meeting of the State Advisory Group (SAG) will normally be held once in a month al
concerned  State Capital. The Regional Chief Conservator of Forests shall act as Chairman of
the Advisory Group and Nodal Officer may be nominated to work as Member Secretary of the

State Advisory Group
may take immediate steps (0 nominate representatives of the State

the rank of Joint Secretary for the Advisory Group. Nodal Officer may
as Member Secretary of the State Advisory Group.

State Government
Government not below
be nominated to work

The details of the officers alongwith addresses, telephone number, etc. may be directly
communicated to the concerned Regional Chief Conservator of Forests under intimation to
this Ministry to facilitate early processing of the proposals by the Advisory Group.
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4.2

(1

(i)

(1i)

(iv)

4.3

(i)

(ii)

4.4

Two Stage Clearance of Proposals

. In Ist stage, the proposal shall be agreed to
lating to transfer, mutation and declaration 4
forest land for compensatory’

Forestry clearance will be given in two stage

il B : iti e
in principle in which usually the conditions r

. ivalent non- :
RF/PF under the Indian Forest Act, 1927 r;f r;g‘#orestation thereof are stipulated and afier

[ nds for raising compensat : :
?gﬁggftf}onc;;imnce report from the State Government in respect of the stipulated

conditions, formal approval under the Act shall be issued.

However in cases where compliance of conditions stipulated in tht; mi-r{)-n;lic;]é:ilelealzproval is
awaited for more than 5 (five) years from the State Governments, 'el P l]3 _fﬂpprovals
would summarily be revoked. After the revocation o'f the m-P“"‘i:iP gapprov.a ,dl : 1€ Slal_e
Government/user agency is still interested in the project, they would be required to submit

a fresh proposal which shall be considered de-novo.

Sometimes the  proposals for renewal of mining leases are accorded in-principle
approval/temporary working permission subject to compliance of certain conditions. It has
come to the notice of the Ministry that many a times the user agency approaches  the Courts
against the very conditions on which the proposals are accorded in-principle approval.
Ideally the user agency should sort out any grievance in respect of any stipulated condition
with the Central Government/State Government. Therefore, it has been decided that in
cases where the user agency decides to approach the Courts for redress, the in-principle
approval and temporary working permission shall stand revoked/in abeyance unless the
Court cases are withdrawn and conditions complied with or till the cases are decided
by the Courts.

Approved proposals shall not normally be reopened for review of the conditions, which
have been stipulated earlier,

Anticipatory Action by the State/UT Govern ments — Penal Com pensatory Afforestation

' — / lon s neither proper nor permissible under the
Act which clearly provides for priorapproval of the Central Govel::-nment in all cases.

::‘;:I[:lt;s'zlils :szellnlgne_x-;llosl:[facto approval of the Central Government under the Act are
l y : 1e] ained. The Cenlra! vaernmcnt will not accord approval under the Act
unless exceptiona circumstances  justify condonation. However‘ppenal compensatory

EF on a| such condonation.

The Penal compensatory afforestation i |
N will be impogeq ;
However, where th i POsed over the areq in violation.
o € enlire area has beep deforested due t i WOrked/u.sed in viola
overnment, the penal compensatory afforestation v; O anlicipatory action of the State

10 :
> ; 1 Willbe imposed over the total lease arca.
Projects Involving Forest as well as Nop

ties sometimes s 3 well as  non-forest land. State
ork on non-forest lands in anticipation 0

of the forest [ands required for the
eXpenditure incypreg 0 V€ technically been violated by starting
i Works on non-forest lands may proved 10

projects. Though the provisio
of work on non-forest lands,

A




(i)

(i)

4.6

(1)

(n)
(iif)

4.7

(i)

(ii)

(i)

be i-nfrucluous. if di\fersioa1 of forest land involved is not approved. It has, therefore, been
decided that if a project involves forest as well as non-forest land, work should not be
started on non-forest land till approval of the Central Government for release of forest
land under the Act has been given.

Diversion for Construction of Houses

Ona prop'osal for construction of houses, the late Prime Minister had observed :
“Destruction of our forest has already caused great damage to our environment. Therefore, |
am not at all in favour of use of forest land for construction of houses ... . The State
Government should find other land for such purposes.”

The Central Government will not entertain any proposal for diversion of forest land for
construction of residential or dwelling houses.

Diversion of forest land for construction of other buildings also will not be normally
considered. However, such diversion may be allowed for construction of schools,
hospitals/dispensary, community halls, cooperatives , panchayats, tiny rural industrial sheds of
the Government etc., which are to be put up for the benefit of the people of that area, but such
diversion should be strictly limited to the actually needed area and further it should not
exceed onc hectare in each case.

Extraction of Minor Minerals from the River Beds

Extraction of minor minerals like boulders, bajri, stone, shell, etc. from the river beds shall
not be permitted if the river bed is in a national park or a wildlife sanctuary unless such
extraction is for the benefit of the forest or wildlife.

There shall be no labour camp in the forest area for the labour involved in the extraction work.

Extraction of minor minerals shall be from the middle of the river bed after leaving one
fourth of the river bed on each bank untouched.

Safety Zone for Mining Operations

safety zone for mining operations should not be part of the
However, it should be indicated separately in the
proposal. Such area will have to be fenced at the cost of the project authority. F:LIrlher,
project authority will have to deposit funds wnh’lhe Forest Department for the protection and
regeneration of such safety zone area and also will have to bear the cost of afforestation over
one and a half times of the safety zone area in degraded forest elsewhere.

Forest area required for
forest area proposed for diversion.

Safety zone area calculation in the proposal should be done taking 7.5 metres strip of the
forest land all along the outer boundary of the mining lease area. If it is a cluster proposal,
then the outer boundaries of the cluster should be taken as the safety zone.

In order to safeguard public roads, forest roads, natural streams and nallahs located in mining
lease areas, it is necessary that no mining activities should be carried out up to certain
reasonable extent, This area can also be included in the safety zone calculation and
provision for its fencing and regeneration should be made in the proposal.
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4.8

(1)

(i)

4.9

4.10

(ii)

(i)

¥
Catchment Area Treatment Plan
jor and medium il'l'igalian Project
iversi f forest land for maj B &
diversion 0 by detailed catchment area treatment plan. However, in =, :Ir
tchment area treatment plan will not be insisted.

Proposals for _
invariably be accompanied

minor irrigation project, ca

of forest land for Hydro-electric projects shall invariabh,

atchment area treatment plan. However, in respect of smg)| hydel
0 MW capacity), which are either canal head or run-of the river
impounding of water/submergence of forest land, catchment are,

Proposals for diversion

accompanied by detailed ¢
projects (maximum up 'lo 1
projects without involving Im
treatment plan will not be insisted

Special arrangement in case of Large Projects

i d should be set up by project authorities who
In case of large projects, depots for fuel wood sh P 0 will
a?so arrangebaltemale fuel like coal, kerosene, biogas, LPG, electricity etc. The supply shoyg
be free of cost to the labourers and free or at subsidised rates to the other staff as may be

determined by the project authorities.
Site Inspeetion

The proposed forest area shall be inspected by a responsible Forest Officer of the Stae
Government. If the area is very important from the forestry angle, the territorial Conservator
should himself inspect the area and give complete information relating to the forest and
aspects of wildlife.. The scientific names of important timber species should be given while
describing composition of the forest crop. If the area is relatively less important, the DFO
could inspect the area. The Inspecting Officers should clearly record in the proforma if any
violation is observed like tree felling, land breaking etc., in that arca by the user agency. In
any case the reccommendations of the Chief Conservator of Forests should be categorical and
specific and should be sent with photographers of inspected sites, highlighting the aspests
observed, especially when the area is large or is sensitive and fragile. However, every
proposal up to 40 hectare must be accompanied by a site inspection report from the DFO and
proposals involving area above 40 hectare should have a site inspection report of the CF.
Ihey should, apart from providing the information in the proforma, also attach a clear cul
certificate as regards the violation of the Forest(Conservation) Act, 1980. In case, violation has

taken place, a detailed report should be submitted by the DFO and countersigned by the CF
along with the proposal.

!n respect of proposals iny
'nspection shall be carried oy
State/UT Governments are

olving - diversion of forest land above 100 hectare, sit¢
t.b);jlhc Regional Offices of the Ministry. Howeverl' lh:
diversi ) required to continue to send a copy of roposals involving
png? ofrhl;o'cj:cl‘?“d ﬂ‘b‘ove 40 hectare 1o the concerned Regi%{ml Offr:;ce as per e‘“.sungl
Annexure-X and iy Igﬁgeﬁlog report should be on the prescribed proforma, which lSI"’
minimum requireme [l'j ¢ secific on alternatives examined by the project suthol
; it of forest land ang self explanatory particularly with regard to overd

‘mpact of the prg
: Ject and g s e ; e .
recommending a project. Tpe IS0 contain site specific mitigating  measures, in €85

i r : . diealing
Mall points mentioneq iy, the |-cp‘:)F|)'?n should  also contain photographs of the site indicall

Ifov.cu.r, sile ing
will be need bagzgetlléondgf pLOpOSE‘lS nvolving diversion of forest land upto 100 ]1eclﬂr:3;
A Visory Cﬂmmmcc - done by the Regional Officers as and when desired by the Fol

0 . N e ropo
d between 49 4 | cglonal Office will, however, scrutinise the P

. 0 of
00 hectares) ang can send their observation @
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4.11

4.12

(i)

4.13

feedback particularly violation of the Forest (Conscrvation) Act, 1980 for further processing
of the proposal.

In respect of proposals involving renewal of leases, the Regional Offices of the Ministry
should submit a copy of the report of the latest monitoring done (one year before the expiry
of lease period) along with the abstract of monitoring report of the project during the lease
period specially highlighting the conditions which have not been fulfilled, with complete details
of the reasons for not fulfilling. The conditions which have been complied with should also be
h|gl_1||gl‘1tled with the quality of performance of the project authorities with short note on the
desirability of renewal of lease and other recommendations

Complete Details

While forwarding the proposal to the Central Government, complete details in all aspects of
the case should be given. Incomplete and deficient proposal will not be considered and will
be returned to the State Government in original.

Specific Time Limits

To ensure speedy disposal of proposal of proposals, specific time limits have to be laid down
for disposal of references at various levels. Efforts should be made to dispose of each
reference at the State Governments level within a maximum period of 90/60 days as per the
Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003. Specific instructions may be issued in this regard to
officers at all levels.

Cases which are complete in all respects shall be disposed of within 60 days by the Central
Government.

Quarterly Progress Report (QPR)

A Monitoring Cell has been created in the Ministry of Environment & Forests, which shall be
looked after by Director (FC) and an Asstt. Inspector General of Forests. In all cases, the
States/UTs will submit quarterly progress reports to the Director(FC) regarding the
implementation of the stipulations laid down by the Government of India while approving the
project especially in respect of compensatory afforestation and future clearances of project of
the States and Union Territories concerned will depend upon the fulfillment of stipulations
and the achievements in compensatory afforestation. Monitoring Cell will also monitor the
time taken by the authorities in processing the case at different levels of the State Government

as well as Central Government,

Along with quarterly progress report, a statement in tabular form as given below should also
be submitted which will give status of the total number of proposals in the State :

(a) Name of State

(b)  Total no. of proposals submitted since 1980

(c) No. of proposals finally approved

(d) No. of proposals given Stage I approval

(e) No. of proposals rejected

(f No. of proposals withdrawn by State Govt.

(g)  No. of proposals closed for want of information

(h) No. of proposals pending with Central Govt.

(1) No. of proposals pending with State Govt. for want of information
() Remarks

39



4.14

(1)

(i)

4.15
(1)

(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

Rejection /Reopening of Casces
to furnish clarification y
ed S or add“l{)na‘

/ Government is r ‘
In cases where the State posal, all particulars should be made available to the g,
lars are not received within a maximym, of"al

information relating to @ propo o

/ t within days. If such pa thin a
o en:lmnro‘osal may be rejected by the Central Govemnment for non-furnishing of o
D s d provided the following conditions are satisfjeq a

information. Such cases could be reopenc

cquest

i i i de available
equired information has been mad . .
g the information IS satisfactorily explained, and

in the proposal in terms of scope, purpose and other importay

(a)

(b) delay in providing

() there is no change
aspects.

i , the State Government comes up With a request for reconsideration

roposal after d by the Ministry. Such request sho(:ﬁ dt

it has been considered and rejected . S
hree months from the date of the issue of the rejection letter. The request
led justification for reconsideration as well as comments on the grounds

| was rejected by the Ministry.

proposal after
made within t
should give a detai
on which the proposa

Nodal Officer
land cases should be opened atthe State

Separate cells for dealing with diversion of forest
ole-time senior officer not below the rank

Government level and the PCCF Office level. A wh
of Conservator of Forests should head the cell, who should be designated as the Nodal

Officer.

The Nodal Officer should receive cases from the user agencies and entertain all
correspondence from them. He should scrutinise and process the case and after obtaining
views/certificate of the Chief Conservator of Forests, should put up the case to State
Gof;ernment_._Besndgs office staff, the Nodal Officer should also be given sufficient field
?jt:mr t[o é’amhlate timely processing. The State Government while forwarding cases to the
Ofﬁc:r Tphveergr::tnt Ingy endorse copies to the _Chief Conservator of Forests and the Nodal
ot c.o'pies ¢ “22 Ng(\i'elrng:f_nt may also, while corresponding with the State Government,
s e b ih Clcer. The Nodal Officer should also obtain all additional
iithsettias vt y the Central Government about the proposals from the concerned
irectly and endorse a copy directly to the Central Government.

While a i

the envﬁﬁ?n:g;gm ‘l‘ é’;ﬁllzoialc;;hc Government of India stipulates certain conditions to reduce
non-compliance shouldgbe I::C;(;)rltlgrtj og' forest loss. The conditions must be enforced.. The
inspect the site from time to time. y the Nodal Officer to Regional Office who should

In case of opencast minine i
to ensure thaf all necglsl:;:yg’n:t should be the responsibility of the Nodal Officer and his staff
|Eethodology for its reforestatitf::l ti:l:g(ii cr?-at'on of nursery, storage of top soil for reuse &
the mined area is ! ¢ of species, etc. a i

fully afforested by the time mininé OPeratrieo:ig e?rl: ng:i;&ctiedlmplemem

. the ]m i iti

The Nodal Officer m
Isor :
the State G ay also report comp| . o
overnment wherever it js calle’::l 'afg(r:en:)at; n?)tfag:;{irf m\filttliolns daftedr fger(ti] rrlfagevril.t-ed K
The Nodal Officer may also . and and fu
dition’
ndit%:

rescri info O
p bed by the Central Govt. rm VIolatlonfnon-c()mp“ance of slipu|ali0ﬂ5/50

so th : ; :
at remedial actions could be taken up early since
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(vii)

4.16

(1)

(ii)

(i)

4.17

4.18

likely to be furl

. rer delay I

the State Gowt lc\('j::“cld after these violations/non-compliance are to be reccived only from

reports from territorial fc?:;casc of gross violations, for which delay/time lag is crucial, such
CF shall also be entertained by Government of India.

The Nodal Office i '

e S GO\-'c;fa';:csnﬁaI;;;bI:“' a monthly report on all the complete applications reccived by
the Regional Office conccr:w?jlr 1?1‘?11? oi;\prpccssmg in the State. The repoht shall be sent to
; : 8 he  Assist - F [

in charge of ‘the monitoring el ant Inspector General of Forests (FC)/Director

Lease period for mining leasc

;:;im:;;]zr‘?;ial fl.lnd_elj the Forest (Conservation)Act, 1980 for diversion of forest land for

acmcign of mining leases shall normally be granted for a period co-terminus with the
Slereundcr réilllrlllng ICE'I.SE proposed to be granted under MMDR Act, 1957 or Rules framed
ereun h‘ not exceeding 30 years. While _recommcnding cases for approval under the
IFC Act. the user agency/ State Government shall indicate the period for which the mining lease
is proposed to be granleg!frenewed under MMDR Act or Rules framed thereunder. However,
in the event of non compliance of stipulations to the satisfaction of the MOEF, the clearance
accorded may be summarily withdrawn. ,

The conditions stipulated while giving approval under the Forest (Conservation)Act, 1980 for
diversion/renewal of forest land for mining purposes shall be renewed/monitored every five
years. If it is found that the lessee has violated or is not complying with the stipulated
conditions. then the approval given under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 shall be
revoked. Concerned Chief Conservators of Forests(C), Regional Offices of the Ministry will
issue a certificate regarding fulfillment of these conditions after carrying out the monitoring.
These guidelines shall be applicable retrospectively for all the mining leases which have more

than five years of lease period left.

The Regional Office will monitor the main parameters/conditions of formal approval as
frequently as possible at least once in a year. At least once in five years a comprehensive
monitoring as to the effect of mining on air and water pollution will also be carried out.
Regional Offices should send such reports/certificates in respect of the monitoring
mechanism indicated above to this Ministry, so that a view can be taken on continuation of

mining lease beyond five years.
Renewal of Mining Lease - Temporary Working Permission

sewal of mining lease, complete in all respects, has been submitted by
e State Government one year before the expiry of the existing lease
period, but the State Government has not been able to process and forward the proposal for
approval of the Central Government, till the date of the expiry of existing lease period; in
such cases, the Central Government on an application from the user agency, may grant the
user agency, temporary working permission in the already broken up area till a final decision

is taken on the proposal.

If an application for rei
the user agency, to th

In respect of proposals related to l’(‘lll.'“":l' of mining Ieus-cs,_lhc Central Government
would grant onc year working permission alongwith in-principle :tpll)l'ﬂ\':ﬂ. for :11.1‘1_:;ul}'
broken up areas so as (o enable the State Government (o cqm‘ply with the conditions.
This period can be extended by one more year subject to submission of reasonable progress
report from the State Government as regards to the steps taken to comply with the stipulated

conditions.
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CHAPTER 5

Conditions stipulated in Forestry Clearances

Whenever clearanges are accorded for diversion/de-reservation of ﬁ')res;citagg ;:g:_g:{ I;h‘:'jpm"'i,"‘i(’"sﬂf
the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, certain conditions to minimise m\:;?]ich B uIatnd are im
i, Moo Sl of el comilos YIS, 0 slmimut
the proposals; standard conditions, which are stipulate - P peci

¥ " ; ing in vi t of the project on forest. However, (j I
conditions, which are stipulated keeping in view the impac : is
of conditions given bcl%w is illustrative and the Central Government or the State Governmeny ma
impose any other additional condition in the interest of conservation, protection or developmen of
forests, wildlife and environment.

5.1 General Conditions

(1) Legal status of forest land to remain pélcll}anged.

ii Compensatory afforestation as per guidelines. ) )

Eiin)) Tranlsjfer anc;y mutation of non-forest land in favour of Forest Deptt., if applicable.

(iv)  Notification of such land as RF/PF under the Indian Forest Act, 1927.

(v) User agency to provide fuelwood preferably alternate fuel to the labourers and the sufy
working at the site so as to avoid any damage & pressure on adjacent forest areas.

(vi)  The forest land shall not be used for any purpose other than that specified in the proposal.

(vii)  Demarcation of lease area to be done on the ground at project cost using four feet high

reinforced cement concrete pillars with serial numbers, forward & back bearings and distance
from pillar to pillar.

(viii)  Rehabilitation of Project affected families, if any.
(1x) Environmental clearance if required.

5.2 Standard conditions

(i) Mining Proposals :
(a) Phased reclamation of mined area.
(b) Safety zone area, its afforestation and fencing,
(c) Afforestation on one and half times degraded forest land in lieu of the area used for
safety zone,

(d) In case of under ground mines, areas on surface to be fenced and afforested.

(i) Hydel and irrigation proposals :
(a)  Catchment Area Treatment Plan for medium
(b) Minimum requirement of forest land for canals
(c)  Afforestation along the reseryojr & canals,

(d)  Notree felling between FRL Full R i
(e) Free water for forestry related( projccii?wmr Level) L Attt

and major projects.

(ii))  Road proposals :
(a) Minimum trees to be felled.
(b) Strip plantation on sides and central verge.

(iv)  Transmission line proposals :
(a) Minimum trees to be felled.

b Plantation of dwarf i -
™ transmission Iin::r RS (refermbly medicinal Plants) in right of way under e

5.3 Specific conditions

These conditions are specific to the na ‘ case
basis by the Central Government/State Gl(l:\rrzn?;et:te Project and are stipulated on case 10

—_—
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ANNEXURE-I

SUPREME COURT ORDERS

Y. The term “forest land” occurring in Section 2, will not only include “forest” as
understood in the dictionary sense, but also any area recorded as forest in the Government record
irrespective of its ownership. This is how it has to be understood for the purpose of Section 2 of
the Act. The provisions enacted in the Forest Conservation Act, 1980 for the conservation of

forests, and the matters connected therewith must apply clearly to all forests so understood
irrespective of the ownership or classification thereof......”

(Supreme Court orders dated 12.12.1996 in WP No.202/1995)



SUPREME COURT ORDERS IN RESPECT OF PROTECTED AREAS

ro

.......... In the meantime, we restrain respondents N_os. 2 to 32 from ordering the remoy|
of dead, diseased, dying or wing-fallen trees, drift wood and grasses, etc. from any

National Park or Game Sanctuary........
(Supreme Court orders dated 14.02.2000 and 21.02.2000 in I.A. No. 548 in WP

No0.202/1995)

plv =S Pending further orders, no dereservation of forests/sanctuaries/national parks shall
be effected.” .
(Supreme Court orders dated 13.11.2000 in I.A. No.2 in WP No0.337/1995)

Note:- This order was re-iterated by the Supreme Court on 9.2.2004 in TA No. 16.

-------- In the meantime, no permission under Section 29 of the Wildlife(Protection) Acl

1972 should be granted with i . . indian
Board for Wildlife.  » 'thout getting approval of the Standing Committee of

(Supreme Court orders dated 09.05.2002 in I.A. No.18 in WP No.337/1995)



ANNEXURE-IT B

SUPREME COURT ORDERS DATED 30.10.2002 IN RESPECT OF COMPENSATORY
AFFORESTATION FUND IN LA. NO.566 IN WP(C) NO.202/1995

1.

tJ

L ]

“The Union of India shall............. frame comprehensive rules with regard to the constitution of a

body and management of the compensatory afforestation funds in concurrence with the Central
Empowered Committee....................... !

Compensatory Afforestation Funds which have not yet been realised as well as the unspent funds

already realized by the States shall be transferred to the said body within six months of its
constitution by the respective States and the user-agencies.

In addition to above, while according transfer under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for change
in user-agency from all non-forest purposes, the user agency shall also pay into the said fund the
net value of the forest land diverted for non-forest purposes. The present value is to be recovered
at the rate of Rs.5.80 lakhs per hectare to Rs.9.20 lakhs per hectare of forest land depending upon
the quantity and density of the land in question converted for non-forest use. This will be subject

to upward revision by the Ministry of Environment and Forests in consultation with Central
Empowered Committee as and when necessary.

A ‘Compensatory Afforestation Fund’ shall be created in which all the monies received from the
user-agencies towards compensatory afforestation, additional compensatory afforestation, penal
compensatory afforestation, net present value of forest land, Catchment Area Treatment Plan
Funds, etc. shall be deposited. The rules, procedure and composition of the body for management
of the Compensatory Afforestation Fund shall be finalized by the Ministry of Environment and
Forests with the concurrence of Central Empowered Committee.......................
The funds received from the user-agencies in cases where forest land diverted falls within
Protected Areas i.e. area notified under Section 18, 26A or 35 of the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972, for undertaking activities related to protection of bio-diversity, wildlife, etc., shall also be
deposited in this Fund. Such monies shall be used exclusively for undertaking protection and
conservation activities in protected areas of the respective States/Union Territories.

The amount received on account of compensatory afforestation but not spent or any balance
amount lying with the States/Union Territories or any amount that is yet to be recovered from the
user-agency shall also be deposited in this Fund.

Besides artificial regeneration(plantations), the fund shall also be utilized for undertaking assisted
natural regeneration, protection of forests and otl!er rqlated activities. For this purpose, site
specific plans should be prepared and implemented in a time bound manner.

The user agencies especially the large public sector undertpking such as Power Grid Corporation,
NTPC, etc. which frequently require forest land.fcn_' their projects should also be involved in
undertaking compensatory afforestation by establishing Special Purpose Vehicle, Whereas the
private sector user agencies may be involved in monitoring and most importantly, in protection of
Compensatory Afforestation. Necessary procedure for this purpose would be laid down by the
Ministry of Environment and Forests with the concurrence of the Central Empowered Committee.

Plantations must use local indigenous species since exotics have long term negative impacts on
the environment.
An independent system of concurrent monitoring and evalua

: : tion shall be evolved
implemented through the Compensatory Afforestation Fund to ensure effective an;epng:i
utilization of funds.



ANNEXURE.|

Supreme Court’s Order dated 1.8.2003 in I.A. N0.826 & 859 in I.A. No0.566 in Writ Petitiop

(Civil) No.202 0f 1995 in the matter of compensatory afforestation fund regarding collection
of Net Present Value (NPV)

g In the meantime, no approval shall be granted without imposing the condition
indicated in this Court’s order

dated 30.10.2002 relating to the payment of net present value of
the forest land.”



ANNEXURE-III

LAW DEPARTMENT’S ADVICE IN REGARD TO MINING LEASES

(1)

(i)

(iii)

In respect of the mining operations being carried out on forest lands leased before the
commencement of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 during the continuance of the lease
period, the approval of the Central Government under Section 2 of the said Act is not required.

A renewal of a lease is really the grant of a fresh lease.[See Delhi Development Authority Vs.
Durga Chand Kausish, AIR 1973 SC 2609]. The prior approval of the Central Government in
terms of Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 would be required when a mining lease
granted before the commencement of the said Act is renewed after its coming into force.

As held by the Supreme Court in State of Bihar Vs. Banshi Ram Modi (supra), prior approval of
the Central Government in terms of Section 2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 would not
be required for mining and winning any new mineral from a forest land leased for mining before
the commencement of the said Act during the leased period originally granted, if the said land is
already broken up or cleared before the commencement of the Act. Otherwise, the prior approval
of the Central Government under Section 2 of the said Act would be required.



0 FOREST LAND
REGULARISATION OF ENCROACHMENTS ON

: ses continues to be the
ivation and other purpo _contin . Mo
Encroachment of forest land forufclg:t"hamughout the country. Statistical information Compileg
. i rest reso :

pemlc_lqus practice t"lldﬁgf,:l(l;:]gri:;og early 1980s revealed that pez}rly 7 l-akl';]he?:lzietsh;)tf f;l:rst‘ |a:1§ Was
by Ministry 01f 11\3:".0:1 the country about a decade back. This is dgsplte ):;amatel i ll:l i 0 1980, ,
undc[: er:)cfrgf;:; had regularised such encroachments periodically 315 a]:())[izothan ha|)]£ -y
o as diverted for various purposes between 1951 and 1980, m ‘ i
i f l\1 ertse Government to regularise encroachments from time to time seem t
The decisions of the State Gov : e
as strong inducement for further encroachments in forgst areas anq the problem remaine
ever for want of effective and concerted drive against this evil practice.

hectares of
agriculture
0 have acteg
as elusive g

2. The National Forest Policy, 1988 has also obsery

forest land and stated that these should not be regularised
been examined by this Ministry keeping in vie
whom have expressed that they stand committ

ed the increasing trend in encroachments op
. Implementation of this pronouncement has
w the constraints of varjous State Governments some of
ed to regularise encroachments of a period prior to 1980,
ce of the Forest Ministers held in May, 1989 and was later
ommittee, set up by thijs Ministry in consultation with lhf

Keeping in view the recommendations of the Forest Ministers

to above, and with dye approval of the competent authority, the
view of the old ep

‘ croachments and effective implementation
regard in the Nationa] Forest Policy, 1988.

examined by an inter-Ministerial C
representatives of some of the States,
Conference and the committee referred
following measures are suggested for re
of the pronouncement made in thijs

2.1 All the cases of

i subsisting €ncroachments whe
regularise on account of Past commitments [ ini g pr
may be syb for seeking p
approyallunder the Forest(Conservation) Act I9yBO hpropocat S buld o
the criteria given below: ’

- Such proposals should invariably conformt0
. PRE.
TR H NC};}%gll(l)l\&lENgs SHERE THE STATE GOVERNMENT 1;:';'1].
S ONSERVATION) 5 o BEFORE E(';NACTMENT OF THE FOR

Y

:Such cases are those where the
N accordance With loe

State Go
encroachments but ¢o

T i [ia
ds and . €Iments ha( evolved certain eliglblllty.cntic
A conditigng and had takep, a decision to regularise $

Nt thej :

; ; . 11y befo
. cCision either wholly or partially
12 Al g Hervation) Act, on 25 10 80 Yo
' Ch caseg .o e
Joint e, ' CVieweq ; Govern™ .
work ang complee ; am of tj Venue, Fo For th!s purpose the State ¢ for this
ta 'Me-boypg Progra. ot and Triba| Welfare Departmen
L3, Case wheye Propos Sfamme,
consideryjq, s all yet . inld
: all ] be f n
aon Sabh, mhav‘e ti |atl_01 g ECiﬁgzln}UIatEd’ the fina] picture after taking od
L avoiq e

ce
. re ma the con
'Sputes i, future ¥ be placed before




Encroachments proposed to be regularised must have taken place before 25.10.1980.

This must be Iascerlained from the First Offence Report issued under the relevant Forest
Act at that point of time.

1.6 EnCr_oachments must subsist on the ficld and the encroached land must be under
continuous possession of the encroachers.

1.7 lee epcroacher must be eligible to avail the benefits of regularisation as per the eligibility
criteria already fixed by the State.

1.8 As far as possible scattered encroachments proposed to be regularised should be
consolidated/relocated near the outer boundaries of the forests.

1.9 The outer boundaries of the areas to be denotified for regularisation of encroachments
should be demarcated on the ground with permanent boundary marks.

1.10  All the cases purposed to be regularised under this category should be covered in one
proposal and it should give district-wise details.

1.11 Al cases of proposed regularisation of encroachments should be accompanied by a
proposal for compensatory afforestation as per existing guidelines.

1.12  No agricultural practices should be allowed on certain specified slopes.

2. ‘INELIGIBLE’ CATEGORY OF PRE-1980 ENCROACHMENTS WHERE THE
STATE GOVERNMENTS HAD TAKEN A DECISION PRIOR TO THE
ENACTMENT OF THE FOREST(CONSERVATION) ACT, 1980.

2.1 Such cases should be treated at par with post 1980 encroachments and should not be
regularised.

3. ENCROACHMENTS THAT TOOK PLACE AFTER 24.10.1980

3.1 In no case encroachments which have taken place after 24.10.1980 should be regularised.
Immediate action should be taken to evict the encroachers. The State/UT Government
may, however, provide alternate economic base to such persons by associating them
collectively in afforestation activities in the manner suggested in this Ministry’s letter
No.6-21/89-FP dated 1.6.90, but such benefits should not extend to fresh encroachers.

CLARIFICATION

A reference is invited to the guidelines issued by this Ministry for regularisation of certain cases of forest
ove. The relevant paragraph 1.1 of the guidelines, which clarifies the cases

encroachments reproduced ab v [ A .
P nditions, would be eligible for regularisation, is

of encroachments, which subject to specified co
reproduced below:

“Such cases are those where the State Governments had evolved certain eligibility criteria in accordance
and had taken a decision to regularise such encroachments but could not

with local needs and conditions ; :
wholly or partially before enactment of the Forest(Conservation) Act on

implement their decisions either
25.10. 1980.
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that had taken place up to 25.10.1980

. ; - -oachments ; .
Doubts have been raiscd as to whether all encro y formula by which some ecarlier

could be regularised in accordance with an cligibilit
encroachments were regularised.

A perusal of the paragraph reproduced above w_ill make it clear lh'al there are 2 pre-conditions for
any encroachments to be considered for regularisation. These are:-

(a) The State Government should have taken the decision on regularisation of encroachments
before 25.10.1980; and o o

(b) That the decision should be with reference to some eligibility criteria (normally expected
to be related to social and cconomic status of encroachers, location and extent of
encroachment, cut off date of encroachment, etc.)

It would be seen that the encroachments which are proposed to be considered for regularisation,
subject to the prescribed conditions, are those which fulfilled the eliglbl!lty criteria evolved by the
State Government as per decision taken before 25.10.1980 for regularisation of encroachmeqts.
The objective is limited to permitting implementation of decisions taken before 25.10. 1980 which
could not be implemented because the enactment of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 intervened.
It is therefore quite clear that while all encroachments that can be considered as eligible for
regularisation would have taken place before 25.10.1980, all encroachments that had taken place
before 25.10.1980 would not be cligible for regularisation - they may be ineligible because either
they do not meet the eligibility criteria or are not covered by any decision taken before
25.10.1980. Thus, if the decision on regularisation of encroachments in a State covered only
encroachments upto a date earlier than 25.10.1980, the guidelines on regularisation of
encroachments do not envisage that the State Government would now survey encroachments
between that date and 25.10.1980 and propose regularisation. The latter encroachments though

occurring before 25.10.1980 are not covered by any regularisation decision taken prior to that
date and hence cannot be considered for regularisation at this juncture.

Accordingly, the State Governments may take up for implementation only such decision of pre

25.10.1980 period which could not be implemented because of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
intervening and propose regularisation of encroachments as per those decisions and in accordance
with the eligibility criteria laid down in those decisions. No encroachments not covered by any
pre 25.10.1980 decisions - ¢ven thou

] oS - ¢V gh they might have occurred prior to that - should now be
considered for regularisation in terms of our guidelines,
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ANNEXURE-IV-A

INFORMATION FOR PROPOSAL FOR REGULARISATION OF ENCROACHMENTS

S.No. | Division | District | Total Eligible Area with | Excess  area | Area to be retrieved
encroachers encroachers ineligible with eligible from encroachers
No. Arca | No. Area | encroachers encroachers (8+9)
12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Community of eligible Legal status of forest Eligible Eligible Eligible Encroachers to
encroachers land encroachers in | encroachers in | be relocated to fringes
W.L.S./NP midst of forest | of forest or in excess
forest land recovered
from encroaches
SC ST OBC | OTH | RF PF OTH | No. Area | No. Area | No. Area
(18+20) | (19+21)
1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
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ANNEXURE-IV-B

S 'C ]BIIIEI]‘.
18i l I
{(‘\ Icw ol das L 5 5 "l l“ (S‘ Sct‘

: iving in and around forest
geuo inhabitants, living in a .
: ; try that local inh e in occupation of
notice of this Minis hat they wer ,
It has bFen [;l‘ot;agil:] éoomenai" notified forest lands gfntt:;l]gil:‘gr itghts were not enquired and/or
r med C or . 1

arzis.at:: rIJ)rriﬁv:);3 to the initiation of forest settlements a;:;tive laws. The claimants are requesting that

su ;

commuted before notifying these lands as forests under;:;fg generally felt that even bonafide claims are

» ferred on them. It is ieved persons. Such
atle wf SUICh Iarldesrlﬁ:i’l::? lz:ucs?::ge wide-spread discontentment among the aggr P
persistently owv

ini i sanctity of the forest laws,
instances ultimately erode the credibility of the Forest Administration and ty
especially in the tracts inhabited by tribals.

ing di i was got criticall
2 Seized of its complexities, the issue regarding disputed claims cfl}r;; fg;:s;]?tlt]:e :ﬁ egr meongeg
;camined by this Ministry through an inter—Mmls.tena] Committee. o R tI;e i
délibcralions and due consultations with representatives ofsom_e of the Sta esf, i s
such disputes with utmost urgency and suggested the feasible courscle 0d Koeping in view 1
grievances without jeopardising protection of forests and forest land. Soniin SRl
recommendations of the said Committee and with due approval of the competent authority,

course of action is suggested for amicably resolving disputed claims on forest land:

2 The State Government/UT Administration should review the cases of disputed claims over forest
land and identify the following three categories of claims:

(a) Claims in respect of forest areas notified as deemed Reserved Forests without ot.:oserving
the due process of settlement as provided in Forest Acts provided that these pertain to:

(i) tribal areas; or affect a wide cross section of rural poor in non-tribal areas; and
(ii) the claimants are in possession of the “disputed Jand’. '

(b) Claims in tribal areas wherever there is prima facie evidence that the process of forest
settlement has been vitiated by incomplete or incorrect r
information to the affected PErsons, as prescribed by law, provided that:

(i) Such forest settlement pertains to a period after 1947; and
(i) The claimants are jp possession of the ‘disputed land’,

(c) (‘Slau_ns in tribal areas wherever the process of settlement is over byt notification under
Section 20 of the Indian Forest Act, I92?_(or corresponding section of the relevant Act) is
yet (o be issued, particularly where considerable delay has Occurred in the issue of final

notification under Section 20 provided that the ¢|aj el A
: ’ aimants ay
‘disputed land’ are still in possession of

Aﬁer’ ‘ident.ifying the above three Categories of the claims
;qdmumsléatgp _sl!ouhli g;t these enquired lhrough a Committee wh i,ch should consist of atleast the
oncerned Divisjona orest Officer Sub-divisiona] Offi
_ ! i Icer (Revenue De I
r?p;escTtglive of the Tnlbz.ll Welfare Department, The Committee should determ}rt yours e
of the claims after €Xamining al| available evidence to establish that: e genuineness

the State Government/UT

() '"t‘,’?f'e of category 2.1(a) the claimant wy
(i E:J(;alst;a:;)n tt:Ieclarmg ‘deemed reserved forests’ wag issued; and
b st ) et e g
; ove i -
issued under Setion Sof the T Ir:nments Intention to declare reserved forest was

relevant Act) and hjs rights were not orest Act, 1927 (or corresponding section of the
Process of I,y comj nguished in accordance with dye

S In possession of the disputed lang when the

Muted or ext;
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In ithe i
C|a?|?1;:[s|emelthctr;he G_overnmen_t or the above Committee shall entertain any claim in which the
s hot been in possession of the disputed land throughout.

8“,@ the bonafides of the claims are established through proper enquiry, the State/UT
o\ en?ment may c0n5|dler restoration of titles to the ¢laimants. While deciding to restore titles to
the claimants the following aspects should be duly considered:

(1) As far as possible, rcsto:_‘a!ion of claims should not be result in honey combing of forest
land. In such cases possibility of exchange of land near periphery or elsewhere (e.g. non-
) forest Govt. land) should be exhausted.
(i) The land to be restored to the claimants should be properly demarcated on the ground
with permanent boundary marks.

After the State Government/UT Administration has decided in principle to restore titles to the
claimants proposals may be formulated suitably and submitted for seeking prior approval of this
Ministry under the provision of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, alongwith proposals for

compensatory afforestation.



ANNEXURE-IV-C

: { land - settlement thereof
Disputes regarding pattas/eases/grants involving forest land - settler
'« Mini ok into various aspects of

An inter-Ministerial Committee, which was set up by ('S I:/lhn;fé?;et;é?ants involving forest land
tribal-forest interface has pointed out that a number of cases of pa di}?'f ccent departments of the State/UT
in one way or the other. have become contentious Issues between l1 e sty ndordeesiat the
Govt Such pattas/Icases grants are said to have been us_sued under the pthg sasessfon of Hicalotecs o
respective State/UT Governments and the land in qyestlon continues flp 11tpde o e Bome of
under their authorised use but its status is under dispute between differe p
cases are listed below for 1llustration.

1.1 Protected forests in Madhya Pradesh, terms as “Orange Areas” which according to the St?te
Governments decision were to be transferred to Revenue Depart.ment after dgrrée}rggtloln b0r
issuing pattas 1o the beneficiaries. It is observed that pattas were issued to the individuals but
transfer of the land from Forest to Revenue Department which should have preceded allotment of
pattas. was not effected.

., ‘Dali” lands in Maharashtra which are said to have been leased to the entire village community in
the past by the State Government. The assignees continue to make use of these lands for various
purposes as per original terms and conditions and some times, in accordance with the decision of

the village community wherever such leases are for collective use of the community as a whole.
But the formal status of these ‘Dali’ lands is not clear.

1.3 Cases in which land was assigned by the Revenue Department supposedly from revenue lands.

But eventually these were found to be notified forest land even though the assignees were not
dispossessed of their holdings.

1.4 Leases granted by the State Government
leases continue to possess the land thou
Forest(Conservation) Act, 1980.

s for cultivation, agro-forestry or tree plantation; the
gh these have not been renewed since enactment of the

2 An ambiguity about the status of the land involved in

A _ ‘ the type of cases cited above, particularly
when the forest land continues under the possession of the assignees, is likely to adversely affect forest
protection in these r_md the neighbouring areas, apart from forcing the lawful assignees to live in a state of
uncertainty. Keeping these and simi i

All the cases of pattas, Ieages, grants involving forest land whether by intent, omission oversight
gr acf[qufn(l;‘ should be reviewed by the State/UT Government. Such revie,w should ;nable the
State overnment to identify those cases in which the

. - : i pattas/leases/grants were rded
under proper authority. The assignees continue to be iy, possession of the 1&[%(1 and tI:ert aWal" th
pattas/leases/grant is yet to expire. nd the term of the

2
(B

In all those cases, ;
Seheduled Trisbes where patlasfleascsigrants Were given by the State Go

eases/grant vernme to
¢s or rural poor either individually or collectively, such il
be honoured angd Inter-departmental d { }

attas/leases/grants should

, : isputes should not affect the rig} i
Sies st its of
}P}Ty are m‘physlcal possession of the land, and tern of the Paltafleasf;} : 0t ]l1he leases prov_ldedd
ese cases should be examined by district grant has not yet expired.

| : o
Revenue Department and g representative of Trj g lttees osting of DF.O., S.D.0.

bal Welfare Department. The disputes should be
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2.(a)

rCSOI}TJEi[' E(i:l} the district level wherever it is possible, or after obtaining suitable order of the
State overnment or the Government of India (if the provisions of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 are attracted), as the case may be.

Lease of a period prior to 25.10.1980 which were granted to the Scheduled Tribes or to other
rural poor for agro-forestry, tree plantation or alike but could not be renewed, despite the
State/UT Government’s intention to do so, on account of enactment of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 should be examined expeditiously. Wherever the State/UT Government’s desire to
continue the leases proposals, should be submitted to this Ministry, in the prescribed manner, for
seeking prior approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. Pending final decision the

lessees should not be dispossessed of the land.

In cases where Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, is attracted, proposals for denotification of forest

land should be accompanied by proposals for compensatory afforestation.



ANNEXURE-y_j,
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' i d inaccessible forest areas wi 1 a vie [
ot ot WEEE 6L retlpote ‘gf late, they have lost much of their significance Owing
uninterrupted man-power for forestry opera |(')ns. ( f’ biinaii Falititians and bl oo ]
e, el o areas}lczp?g:;gtﬂ vc;llages into revenue villages well before 1980.
ingly. some of the States converte ‘ ] :
nggﬁdﬂzgﬁs tiﬁgm still exist between 2500 to 3000 forest vnlcllagzs m”t_he cmtl'ljrtr%étl?:vsl:ge}f’asgnt::eials;si :gf
itati i /homesteads, dwellings of tri
ther types of habitations e.g. unauthorised houses dwe
ion 1h::ri1pif1 virtually pre-agrarian life styles, are suspected to exist in forest lands even though these may
not have been recognised either as revenue villages or forest villages.
2, In March, 1984, the then Ministry of Agriculture suggeste?d to the Sta_ter’UT Goxfernmems that
they may confer heritable and inalienable rights on forest villagers if they Wwere in occupation of land for
more than 20 years. But this suggestion does not seem to have been fu!ly |mplement§d. Development of
forest villages has also been addressed to in the National Forest Pq]lcy, 1?88 which states tl.laf the.se
should be developed on par with revenue villages. This issue Was again examined by an Inter-Ministerial

Commitiee, set up by this Ministry to look into various aspects of tribal~forest-interface, in consultation

with representatives of some of the States.

3. Although the forest villagers have lived in
concept of forest villages prove an effective arran
not be appropriate to deny them legitimate rights
for settlement and have been continuouys|
recommendations of the inter-Ministeri
resolve the outstanding issues

harmony with their surrounding forests and the

gement for sustained supply of man-power, yet it would
over such lands which were allotted to them

Y under their occupation since then, Keeping this aspect and the
al Committee in view, the followin

of forest villages ang other types of habitati
3.1 Forest Villages

evenue Villages

enclaved ip forest areas should
rest Departments.

preferably be €ntrusted 1o the State Fo

Other habitations

(@) Habitations other than Fores Villages may be grouped into the following categories:
(i) Cases where dwellj
ng b
” culfivaties 8 belong to persons who have encroached on forest land for
1 i
(i) a‘:il)zgﬁlsn gOf zlht?r pft:rr}omzi \;/ho have beep living therein since past without
On forest land for cultivation but thejr habitati '
: e abit
Trecognised ag Revenye Villages nor Forest Villages SIS, B8 slthes
(b) Each case g i
Y be examip i i : ;
belig €d on its merigs, Suggestions for resolving the cages are given
(1) In case of

Category (a)(i) above,

Cultivation are regularised,

herever encroachments fo, agr

. icultural
the house Sites apd

homesteads, 00, may be
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(i1)

(iii)

(1v)
(v)

regularised either in-situ or as near to the agricultural field as possible subject to
certain safe-guards in the interest of forest protection and “eligibility” criteria as
may be evolved by the State Government.

In case of category (a)(ii) above, certain specific habitations, more than 25 years
old, involving sizeable group of families, may be examined, case by case, on
merits for their amicable settlement.

Scheduled Tribes and rural poor not covered under (i) and (ii) above should be
resettled in non-forest Government land.

All other unauthorised habitations must be evicted.

Wherever provisions of Forest (Conservation) Act, !980 are attracted%
comprehensive proposals may please be submitted for seek.mg prior z_appro(;'al ?
this Ministry. It may kindly be noted that such proposals will be considere on]y
when the State/UT Govt. ensure that all the measures are taken s:multaneo::s y
and effectively and are accompanied with proposals for compensatory
afforestation.



ANNEXURE-vy

T A b n ST " "; \S
GUIDELINES FOR LAYING TRANSMISSION LINES THROUGH FOREST ARE/

L Where routing of transmission lines through the forest areas can not be avoided, these should be
aligned in such a way that it involves the least amount of tree cutting.

rJ

As far as possible, the route alignment through forest areas should not have any line deviation.

3. (1) The maximum width of right of way for the transmission lines on forest land shall be as follows:

Transmission Voltage (KV) Width ogRight of Way (Mts)

11

33 15
66 18
110 22
132 27
220 35
400 52
800 85

(i) Below each conductor, width clearance of 3 mts. would be permitted for takir}g Fhe tensiqn
stringing equipment. The trees on such strips would have to be felled but after stringing work is
completed, the natural regeneration will be allowed to come up. Felling/pollarding/pruning of
trees will be done with the permission of the local forest officer whenever necessary to maintain

the electrical clearance. One outer strip shall be left clear to permit maintenance of the
transmission line.

(iii)  In the remaining width the right of way up to a maximum of 85 metres (for 800 KV lines), trees
will be felled or lopped to the extent required, for preventing electrical hazards by maintaining the

following:
Voltage (KV) Minimum clearance between
conductors and trees (Mts)
11 2.6
33 2.8
66 34
110 3.7
132 4.0
220 4.6
400 5.5

The sag and swing

' of the conductors are to be kept in view while working out the minimum clearance
mentioned as above.

(iv) In the caselof transmission lines to be constructed in hilly areas, where adequate clearance is
already available, trees will not be cut.
4. Where the forest growth consists of coc

onut groves or similar tall tree , wid i
greater than those indicated at SI. No.3 s ees, widths of right of way

may be permitted in consultation with the CEA.

—

60



CATEGORY OF PRO
COST-BENEFRIT

['SI No.

Nature of Proposal

ANNEXURE-VI (a)

POSALS FOR WHICH
J'\NALYSIS IS APPLICABLE

Applicable/not

All categories of proposals
involving forest land up to 20
hectares in plains and up to 5
hectares in hills.

applicable

Remarks

Not applicable

These proposals are to be considered
on case by case basis and value
Jjudgement.

forest land more than 20
hectares in plains and more
than 5 ha. in hills including

roads, transmission lines,
minor, medium and major
irrigation  projects,  hydel
projects mining  activity,
railway  lines, location
specific  installations like
micro-wave stations, auto

repeater centres, T.V. towers
etc.

2. Proposal for defence | Not applicable In view of National Priority accorded
installation purposes and oil to these sectors, the proposals would
prospecting (prospecting be critically assessed to help ascertain
only) that the utmost minimum forest land

e : above is diverted for non-forest use.

3. Hab!tat_lon, esta‘bhshment of | Not applicable These activities being detrimental to
industrial  units,  tourist protection and conservation of forest,
lodges/complex  and  other as a matter of policy, such proposals
building construction would be rarely entertained.

4. All other proposals involving | Applicable These are cases where a cost-benefit

analysis is necessary to determine
when diverting the forest land to non-
forest use is in the overall public
interests.
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ANNEXURE-V (b,

PARAMETERS FOR FEVALUATION OF LOSS OF FORESTS

The social cost of rehabilitation of
likely to be incurred in providin

| earned in two years had he been not shifte

services to him) be worked out as 1.5 ti
d.

SI. | Parameters Roads, Tr. | Minor irrigation _ Me.dlu.m & 'l:'aéor )
No Lines projects, quarrying n’ngnhqn: ydro electrm,
& Railway lines | of stones/ metals largf? mining & other misc,
projects.

1. | Loss of value of | To be quantified | To be quantified & To be q_uantlﬁed &
timber, fuelwood and | & expressed in expressed in | expressed  in  monetary
minor forest produce on | monetary terms. monetary terms. terms.
an annual basis,
including loss of man-
hours per annum of
people who derived
livelihood and wages
from the harvest of
these commodities.

2. | Loss of animal | -do- -do- -do-
husbandry productivity,
including loss of fodder
3. | Cost of human | -do- -do- -do-
resettlement
4. | Loss of public facilities | -do- -do- -do-
and administrative
infrastructure  (Roads,
building, schools,
dispensaries, electric
lines, railways etc.) on
forest land, or which
would require forest
land if these facilities
were diverted due to
the project. e |
5. | Environmental losses: Though technical judgement would be primarily applied in determining
(soil erosion, effect on | the losses, as a thumb rule the environmental value of one hectare of
h){dro.logical cycle, | fully stocked forest (density 1.0) would be taken as Rs. 126.74 lakhs* to
W{Idllfe. habitat, | accrue over a period of 50 years. The value wil| reduct; Witl'.l density, for
microclimate upsetting | example, if density is 0.4, the valye will work out at Rs, 50.696 lakhs
of ecological balance). | So if a project which requires disforestation of 1 hecta're of forest of
density 0.4 gives monetary returns worth over Rs. 50.696 lakhs over a
period of 50 years, may be considered to give a positive cost benefit
ratio. The ﬁ_gul:;e of assumed environmental valye wil| change if there is
e e bk " 18 il e roponionl 1 e
6. Suffering to oustees.




PARAMETERS FOR EVALUATION OF BENEFIT,
NOTWITHSTANDING LOSS OF FORESTS

ANNEXURE-VI (¢)

D Nature of Proposal

Sl. | Parameters Roads, Tr. Lines& | Minor projects Irrigation/hydel

[No | : | Railway lines projects & Others.

I. | Increase in productivity | To be quantified & | To be quantified & | To be quantified &
amil?utable_ to  the | expressed in | expressed in monetary | expressed in monetary
specific project monetary terms. terms. terms.

2. | Benefits to economy Value judgement -do- -do-

3. | No. of population | -do- Value judgement Value judgement
benefited.

4. | Employment potential | -do- -do- -do-

5. | Cost of acquisition of | To be quantified & | To be quantified & | To be quantified &
facility on non-forest | expressed in | expressed in Monetary | expressed In monetary
land wherever feasible | monetary terms terms terms

6. | Loss of (a) agriculture | To be quantified & | To be quantified & | To be quantified &
& (b) animal husbandry | expressed in | expressed in monetary | expressed in monetary
production  due  to | monetary terms. terms. terms.
diversion of forest land.

7. | Cost of rehabilitating | To be quantified & [ To be quantified & | To be quantified and
the displaced persons as | expressed in | expressed in monetary | expressed in monetary
different from | monetary terms terms terms
compensatory amounts

|| given for displacement.

8. | Cost of supply of free | To be quantified & [ To be quantificd & | To be quantified &
fuel-wood to workers | expressed in | expressed in monetary | expressed in monetary
residing in or near | monetary terms. terms. terms.
forest area during the
period of construction.




ANNEXURE - yyj

PROFORMA FOR FURNISHING STATE/DISTRICT PROFILE

1. STATE/UT:
2. PERIOD 25.10.1980 TO 01.01.20
S.No. | Name of District Forest Cover Clearances under the Act so far
- (ha.)
i Forest land diverted No. of proposals
SO, (ha.)
- 2 3 i 5
I |
[
-I__ "~ Total

——e

Lo Purpose of diversi
Hydel Irrigatio | Minin R = O ——°mpensatory Afforestation
g .oadea Thermal | Others Stipulated Achi
" ilway /Mransm chieved
ission
Ar [No [Ar [No Tar N T AR
o : ear No eAar No [ Ar [No | Ar No | Non- Degra | Non D
ea ea forest ded forest d:c% i
T 51 i land forest | land | forest
————-2 19 101 [1213 14 |15 16'_"“1“7“‘*~l-—-~l—a—9ii_~ land
S —" ey - Tttt L 18 | g 20 21
— J e T ___"_'_‘_‘—““—-———-—————-_l-—_____________________‘__—-_____‘
— E= N L] ___-__—_-__-_'—"__‘————‘—-———-________________________
_ - I | | [ h'_““““-—-‘———-—-‘_______________
e _‘__—_-‘-_-_-_-_____-_‘_-___—"___‘—‘__‘—-—-——-___-__________
_____-————_._
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GUIDELIN .
: “LINES FOR PARTIC

THROUGH IN\'()l,\*‘l‘fl\"]ISN'ITI(():"P
IN ,»\l-‘F()Rl-‘,STA'I‘I()N/Rlill

.»"\'["I()N OF PRIVATE SECTOR
A .N('(\)s & FOREST DEPARTMENT
ABILITATION OF DEGRADED FOREST

PREAMBLE

Our National Forest Policy of 1988 envisages that one thi _
be under forest/tree Cho""-‘f- The total recorded forest alrt::iI :: ?}fa: f;ﬁﬁ?rif?sp :;J?l:ta;;a"/aog;h:hzou:(:r):;hlfil;::
e aAccordlng oty S Of. Forest Report, 1997, the actual forest cover in the count ioﬁl pabout
19.27%. It I!as been ﬁ:rther_eSllmated by Forest Survey of India that out of this 19 2?%3nl I lyl?% is
dense fOl'eSl. Le. ha\:'[ng dens_nty of more than 40%. About 7.95 (2.61310 sq. km) ofti]e geograyphi(; area is
open forest i.e. having density less than 10%. This degraded forest needs urgent attention and sufficient
monetary Input so that it is rehabilitated and fully covered. These forest areas were endowed with rich
biological diversity and should be our immediate concern to rejuvenate at the earliest.

The Ministry is gr eatly concerned over the slow rate of afforestation owing to financial and other
constraints. The affgrestatlon has gone down from about 89,000 sq. km in the VII Five-Year Plan to
about 70,000 sq. km in the VIII Plan. Even if it is presumed that there will be no further degradation of
forest areas it will take more than 25 years to restock the degraded forest areas. Even if we take a
conservative norm of Rs.20,000 per hectare cost it will require a budgetary allocation of more than
Rs.600 billions to rehabilitate them.

It is, therefore clear that Ministry is not in a position even to restore the existing degraded forests from the
available resources, leaving aside the goal of increasing the forest cover to 33% of the geographical area

by afforestation.

It therefore requires some innovative policy decision wherein without compromising the basic provisions
of our forest policy we can attain the goal. One of the proposals received from the Govt. of Maharashtra
under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 appears to be aimed in that direction. It has been proposed by
the Govt. that about 100 ha of degraded forest land near Thane will be afforested/rehabilitated by BAIF
an NGO through funding from NOCIL in consultation/guidance of the local Forest Department. It will
be done through an agreement signed between BAIF-NOCIL, and the State Govt. BAIF-NOCIL will

have no rights over the land or the usufruct at anytime thereafter whatsoever.

It has been observed that a large number of like minded industrial houses are willing to join hands in this
supervision and guidance of the Forest Department

green movement through NGOs and under the . !
voluntarily without any rights whatsoever on the forest land or the us_ufruct. The executing NGO will
work over the land for a time till the plantations/tree cover gets established.

GUIDELINES

The Mini : onsideration has taken a decision to encourage this joint participation
istry, therefore after due ¢ der to rehabilitate/reforest the vast degraded

?ofrtlazf ?nsizzlcgﬁ:f:;’ Tﬁg(\):il?';itzzr;?tre{:ﬁf lrltln;'g;nl:ln; :Jf the nation but will also result in employment

generation, Howev.er in order to have a clarity on the method and procedures, Ministry is issuing

following guidelines. ,

L There must be tri-partite agreement between the industrial house, an acceptable NGO of repute
and the local Forest Department.
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[ 5]

. ot of the industrial house to bear the cost
The agreement must have the commitmen | ; of the
g implement the scheme under the supervision and direction of ‘hch .

of the NGO to faithfully

Department.

The industrial house and the NG

the produce anytime thereafter. i

The rights of local people if any, over the forest land will not be affected by this agreem

The agreement will be for a period of say 5 to 7 years during which the area is likely to t‘::t.

including maintenance. tackjeg

d in such a way so that naturally occurring species g, Y

Ou

The scheme should be prepare
given priority in the rehabiliation and even plantations should be of local native spec;i
Only such forest lands that are less than 0.4 density and that cannot be regenerated I\?{h

1t natypy

regeneration should be taken up under this scheme.
Any other condition that State Forest Departments considers essential to fulfill object;
€Clives and

preamble of these guidelines.

O will not claim any right whatsoever over the forest |
angd o




ANNEXURE - IX

Guidelines for preparation of C M
luster Mining Proposals

—

luster

E” e E; (i}sl.)t?lfgl nl:?i/nbge;rrggare? }‘Pr sluch leases, which have contiguous boundaries
! osals/fresh in pipel - ; -nclogdi
forest lands. if within. proposals in pipeline be included in that including non-
States will take individual propos '
g ; :

s ents proposals from different lessees in the proforma with relevant
However, with covering letter, a com i

‘ 5 _ ; parative statement of all mines with area a i
given and all leases with boundaries be shown on one map. S 5
Even existing approved leases be included in the proposal so that they can be brought to the same

time frame.
The condition of compensatory afforestation will apply on the basis of each individual lease

rather than on pro-rata basis.
The safety zone shall be at the outer boundary of the cluster and condition of safety zone will

apply on pro-rata basis.

This is to further clarify that where existing forest roads outside the lease areas/cluster are being used by
lessees for transporting mined minerals, it is not desirable to insist inclusion of such forest areas in the
lease proposal unless a new road is proposed for such lease or cluster. The State Governments should
rather permit its use on the terms and conditions to be decided by the State Government.



ANNI‘ZXURE-X

Proforma for Site Inspections Reports by Regional Offices

e P —

© e

1.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

19
20.

Legal status of the forest land proposed for diversion. .

Item-wise break-up details of the forest land proposed for diversion. o

Whether proposal involves any construction of buildings (including residential) or not. |f yes,
details thereof,

Total cost of the project at present rates.

Wildlife:-

Whether forest area proposed for diversion is important from wildlife point of view or not,
Vegetation:-

Total number of trees to be felled.

Effect of removal of trees on the general ecosystem in the area.

Important species:-

Number of trees to be felled of girth below 60 cm.

Number of trees to be felled of girth above 60 cm.

Background note on the proposal.

Compensatory afforestation:-

Whether land for compensatory afforestation is suitable from plantation and management point
of view or not.

Whether land for compensatory afforestation is free from encroachments/other encumbrances.
Whether land for compensatory afforestation is important from Religious/Archaeological point of
view.

Land identified for raising compensatory afforestation is in how many patches, whether patches
are compact or not,

Map with details.

Total financial outlay,

Whether proposal involves violation of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 or not. If yes, a detailed
report on violation including action taken against the concerned officials.

Whether proposal involves rehabilitation of displaced persons. If yes, whether rehabilitation
plan has been prepared by the State Government or not.

Details be furnished specifically if rehabilitation plan would affect any other forest area by
translocating oustees in and around the said forest.

Reclamation plan: Details and financial allocation.

Details on catchment and command area under the project. Catchment area treatment plan to
prevent siltation of reservoir.

Cost benefit ratio.

alternatives routes/alignment for locating the project on the non-forest land.

Utility of the project.

Numbers of Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribes to be benefited by the project.

Whether land being diverted has any socio-cultural/religious valye.

Whether any sacred grove or very old growth trees/forests exist in the areas proposed for
diversion.

Whether the land under diversion forms part of any unique eco-system,

Situation w.r.t. any P.A.

Any other information relating to the project.
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T APPENDIX - |
elegram - PARYAVARAN

Telephones:

Telex: W'66|85 D
0]
Fax: 4360678 Sy

No. 11-9/98-FC
4-5-2001
To

The Secretary (Forests),
All States & Union Territories

Sub: Guidelines for diversion of forest - land for non-

. forest purpos der the F
(Conservation) Act,1980 that are part of National o B ke et

Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries
Sir,

I'am directed 1o invite your attention to the guidelines circulated by this Ministry vide letter

of even no. dated 4-12-98 regarding  submission of proposals for diversion of forest land in
Sanctuaries/National Parks and Tiger Reserve areas. You may be aware that subsequent to the issue
of this guidelines, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India has passed two important orders relating to
National Parks and Sanctuaries - one dt. 13.11.00 in WP No0.337/95, where they have directed that
pending further orders, no de-reservation of Sanctuaries and National Parks shall be effected. In the
other order dt. 14.2.00, in WP No. 202/95, the Hon’ble Supreme Court has restrained all the States
from ordering even the removal of dead, diseased, dying or wind-fallen trees and grasses etc. from any
National Park or Sanctuary.

2. In view of the above orders of the Supreme Courlt, the State Governmentsf are aélvlst::d rllizlret;
submit any proposal for diversion of forest land in'N?lIOIIal Parks and Sénct;:tarﬁel:;lrﬁ; wuideline
(Conservation) Act, 1980 without seeking prior permission of the Supreme Court. g

issued by the Ministry may be considered modified to this extent.

Yours faithfully

Sd/-
(ANN. PRASAD)
Deputy Inspector General of Forests

Cﬂpy to: .
PCCFs/Chief Wildlife Wardens/Nodal (I)ff::t
Regional CCFs(Central) and CF(Central)

ion Territories
s of all States & Union .
: creirnfommtion and necessary action.
‘ Sd/-
(A.N. PRASAD)

Deputy Inspector General of Forests
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AI’I}I‘:NIJIX
"1

Government of India

Ministry of Environment & Forestg
Tel/Fax : 24360379

Dated : 3 5
No.7-16/2002-FC 2y

To,

I The Chief Secretary,
(All States/UTs)

rJ

The Secretary (Forests)
(All States/UTs)

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(All States/UTs)

(PR

Subject : Eviction of illegal encroachment on forest lands in various
States/UTs time bound action plan

Sir,

I am directed to draw your attention to the problem of encroachments of forest lands which is assuminga
serious proportion in the country. These encroachments have been attracting the attention of Centrl
Government and State Governments have been requested from time to time to take prompt action againg
the encroachers under various Acts and Rules. Such encroachments are generally done by the powerfil
lobbies and cause great harm to forest conservation particularly when these are carried out in the remote
areas in a honey comb pattern. These encroachments are also seriously threatening the continuity of the
Wild Life corridors between the various National Parks and Sanctuaries. Somehow, timely action is nol
being taken by the frontline staff for the eviction of the encroachers which further emboldens others 2l
for similar actions. As per the information received from various States approximately 12.50 lakh

hectares of forest land is under encroachment, There may be many more unrecorded instances which
will add to the over all tally.

Hrol.flflszutﬁ)rfme CI‘:'"NhaS ;"50 been greatly concerned with this pernicious practice and in their ot
of 23.11.2 in 0. 703 n WP No. 202/95 haye restrained the Central Government from
regulgrigatlon of encroachments in the country. There is now g need to fi e bound progrﬂf“mc
for eviction of the encroachers from the forest |ands for which 1"0110win;| str:pn;;i t;umg‘;e;:d'

(i)

(ii) A cell should be constituted d

i . . n the p
monitor eviction of encroachm CCF offic

fan @
€Nnts on forest Jan * Weaded by a CCF level officer 10 P

dsona continuous basis.
(i) legated Powers

an
nd : chers .
 for the complet; ®F relevant Acts for trials of encro® g

onofthe eviction process through sum™ ;

Forest officers should be de
adequate steps should be take,
in a time bound manner.
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(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

At .lhe State level, a monitoring committee may be constituted under the Chairmanship of the
Chlef S:?crctary. which may meet biannually to take stock of the situation. The Committee while
monitoring forest encroachments should also fix responsibility of the field formulation including
the revenue officials for their failures to prevent/evict encroachments on the forest lands.

At the forest Circle level, a Committee should be constituted under the Chairmanship of
Conservator of Forests with District Collector and Superintendent of Police as members which
may meet every quarter and take effective steps to assist the Divisional Forest Officers or the
Territorial Division/Wildlife Warden/National Park and Sanctuary Director for the eviction of the
encroachers.

A comprehensive list of encroachments in your State with current status of eviction process etc.
may please be prepared as the base line information and a copy of the same be also sent to this
Ministry preferably by June 30th , 2002. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests may be bound
to give detail progress report of the action taken, area evicted and area reclaimed/planted etc.
every quarter commencing form July 2002.

It may please be noted that the Ministry may be constrained to link processing of requests for
clearance under Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, approval of relevant Working Plan and, funding
under Centrally Sponsored Schemes as well, to the progress shown in eviction of the encroachers

as per the instant guidelines.
Yours faithfully,
Sd/-

(Dr. V.K. BAHUGUNA)
Inspector General of Forests

Copy for information and necessary action 10 :

All Chief Conservator of Forests/Conservator of Forests (Central), Ministry of Environment and
Forests, Government of India. They are requested to fix a meeting with the concerned senior
functionary of the State Government to sensitise them about the urgency of the implementing
these guidelines and monitor action taken by the States regularly. While giving approval of the
working plans they may also insist for a detailed status report on encroachment and vacation

thereof in that particular division.

Sd/-
(Dr. V.K. BAHUGUNA)
Inspector General of Forests



APPENDy
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA S
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & FORggy

Tel: 24360379

Dated - 30.10, 200y

No IGF/FC/2002

To )
The Chief Secrctary

All States/UTs.

The Secretary (Forests),
All States/UTs.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,

All States/UTs.
Eviction of all illegal encroachment on forest land in various States/UTs.T;
-Time

Sub:
Bound Action Plan-Clarification thereof

- Sir.
lhwould like to draw your zlmention to this Ministry's letter of even number dated 3.5.2002 on
above sybjecr. Tlnsb Ministry has received several communications from various i;1d.ividu;1: l;
:rg:::;lia:lqns requesting us to stop the eviction of encroachments in various States. There isEirl
1]5'[; Mi:lis_c:::; Irl:l sgbml:;ggalrt;rs ctlhau the present communication supersedes the guidclineé issued vi;l:
0.30-1/90.FP d: : L
ated 18.9.1990 relating to regularization of encroachments on forest

lands.

Thisisto clari ; . .
pre-1980 elig:Hcth?"tchrf);cc;]S']:E]flla"g; in the P0|'9)’ of the Ministry with regard to regularisation of
the disputed settlement claims ls el commitment with reference to forest _tribal-interface o
for want of First Offence Rep LI;] respect of disputed claims of eligible encroachment of the tribals
gfngﬂissiunfCommiltceg at lll’]‘zf Iléggisi:}legic::tlotf rights, etc., the States may consider sctting U
Cpartme ¥ i ricts / i /

Is enclosed. In such identi ed. A copy of the guideline

1identified cases the State should submit ther

Proposals  to the Centr
milgiiee Central Government so that  final decisi be tak h ime-boun
ion can be taken within a time-bov

s aneously g}

n]ﬂy’ LU”Slder li F )’ Show pro .

e n situ' economi 8ress on the evictj L

ac s thy nom;j e IClion States

“.illl'\eilltlls through Jojny Porsst ;I'"fhabllnauon by involving lhezfln‘ehg_lb.le encroachments._Th:oresm_

MVE 1o be vacated apg ut anagement. But forest land € ineligible encr.oachers in g
Putto forests use i, the interest [?I]Fr_%ached for agriculture, building

ol Tribal Communities

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(Dr. V.K. Bahuguna)

Inspector General of Forests
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APPENDIX - 4

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS

No.8C/7/2002 (FCW)

To
The Secretary Forests
All State/UTs.

Dated 18.11.2002

Sub: Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-f
= t
(Conservation) Act 1980 orestry purpose under Forest

Sir,

| am d_irccled to invite your attention to the guidelines issued under the Forest (Conservation) Act 1980
form time to time. Ministry has been receiving proposals from the State Govt./UTs where the State
Govt./UTs themselves are of the view that the proposed activity cannot be allowed on forest land; such
proposals have been sent to Govt. of India with recommendation for rejection.

In this connection it is clarified that for rejection of the proposal, except of the Central Govt. and its
organization, approval of the Central Govt. is not required. The State Govt./UTs themselves can intimate
the user agency directly of the decision not to allow diversion/denotification of any forest land for no-
forestry activity. However, all the proposals involving requirement of forest land for the projects of the
Central Govt. and its organization will be decided by the Central Govt. only.

Yours faithfully
Sd/-

(G.C. Basumatary)
Director (FC)

Copy to . .
(I}py The Chief Conservator of Forests (C)/Conservator of Forests of Regional Offices

(2) Guard file.
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APPENDIX. (A

F.No.5-1/98-FC (Pt 1I)
Ministry of Environment & Forests
Government of India
(FC Division)
Paryavaran Bhayap

C.G.0. Complex, Lodi Roaq
New Delhi - 119 gg;

New Delhi, the 17th/18th September, 2003

To,

The Secretary (Forests).
All States and Union Territories.

Subject Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non forest purposes under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 - Guidelines for collection of Net Present Value.

Sir.

I am directed to invite your attention to the orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated
30/10/2002 and 01/08/2003 in LLA. No. 566 in Writ Petition (Civil) No.202 of 1995 in the matter of
Compensatory Afforestation Fund regarding collection of Net Present Value (NPV) from the User
Agencies, which have already been circulated by this Ministry’s letters of even number dated 10/07/2003

and 11/08/2003.

Inthis regard this Ministry has received correspondences from some States/UTs and Regional Offices
requesting to issue the guidelines. Considering the request of the .State/UT Governments and the
Regional Offices, the Ministry of Environment and Forests issues following guidelines for the recovery /
collection of Net Present value of the forest land being diverted for non forest purposes under Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980:

l. NPV shall be charged in all those cases which have been granted in-principle approval after 30-

10-2002.
g NP\{ shall be realized before Stage-II (Final) approval.
7 Hon’ble Court has given a range for the rates i.e. Rs 5.80 lakhs per hectare to Rs. 9.20 lakhs per

::lgﬁlva:;el;orfoNet Prff:sent Value depending upon the quantity and density of land in question,
dhi ik rat(: s"gn' Or;.my use. Therefore, the State/UT Governments should charge NPV within

4. Thcg State/UT egzr\]re::igngﬁ:}sn lls]I:3 cIIIuahty OI{" b T e Bt gpocics it rearts
all trans ; ion

Management and Planning Agency (C AMPA‘; asﬂlﬁj w}!;l::]dgre ;?EdCompensatory Afforestati

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
‘ (ANURAG BAJPAI)
Copy to: Asstt. Inspector General of Forests

l. All PCCF/Nodal Off
5 All Regional Omce&cers Al Stales/UTs)_
3. Director (FC)/AIGs (FC).
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To:

The Secretary (Forests),
All States and Union Territories.

Sir,

' APPENDIX-5 (B
F.No.5-1/98-Fc (py ) N

ry of Environme
n&F
Govemment of India s

(FC Division)

Minist

Paryavaran Bhavan,
C.G.0. Complex, Lodi Road,
New Delhi - 110 003

New Delhi, the 19th/22nd September, 2003

Subject Guidelines for diversion of forest land for n
| : on forest purposes under th
(Conservation) Act, 1980 - Guidelines for collection of Nept Preseme;al::orest

In continuation of this Ministry’s letter of even number dated 17.9.2003 regarding guidelines for
collection of Net Present Value in compliance to the orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India dated
30/10/2002 and 01/08/2003 in L.A. No. 566 in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 202 of 1995, I am directed to
clarify that NPV will be charged in all those cases which have been granted in-principle approval after
30-10-2002. NPV will be realized before Stage-I1 (Final) approval.

NPV will also be charged in all those cases, where Stage-I approval has been granted after 30-10-2002
and final approval has also been granted.

All the States/UTs shall comply with the orders of the Hon’ble Court and complete the collef:tion process
of NPV for the cases approved under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 after 30.10.2002, withm'a pe.rl(_)d of
two months and submit a compliance report through their respective Regional (_)fﬁc_es of this Ministry.
Regional Offices shall submit the compliance report to the Ministry after due verification.

Copy to:

D B W R —

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPAI)
Asstt. Inspector General of Forests

All PCCF/Nodal Officers (All Statesf}JTs).
Member Secretary, CEC for information.

All Regional Offices.
Director (FC)/AIGs (FC).

Shri A.D.N. Rao, Advocate,

File.

Supreme Court, New Delhi, for information.
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APPENDIy

- No.11-9/98-FC
Gcl;vcrnmcnt of India

Ministry of

To.

The Secretary (Forests),
(All States/UTs).

Sub:
(Conservation) Act, 1980.

Sir,

Environment & Forests

FC Division

Paryavaran gy,
C.G.0. Complex, Logj E::g'

New Delhi - 119 gy
Dated: 19.09.20[[;;

Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non forest purposes under the Forest

Detailed guidelines for submission of proposals for diversion of forest land for non-forestry purposes

under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 19
Government/Union Territories on 25.10.1992.
time to time.

After a review, the Ministry of Environment &
dated 16.10.2000, 31.10.2001 and 23.12.2002,
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 from time to t

80 were finalised and circulated to all ‘the Stae
A constant review of these guidelines has been done from

Forests, Government of India vide letters of even number
had conveyed its general approval under Section-2 of the
ime, for diversion of forest land for underground laying of

optical fiber cables, underground electric cables, underground laying of telephone lines and underground
laying of drinking water supply pipelines subject to certain parameters/conditions. Last general approval

will expire on 15.10.2003. Considering requi

extends the period of general permission fo

subject to all the parameters and conditi
23.12.2002. ditions

requirement of infrastructure development in the country and for
; the Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of India further

3

r a period of two years i.e. from 16.10.2003 to 15.10.2005,

stipulated in the letters dated 16.10.2000, 31.10.2001 &

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPAI)
Asstt. Inspector General of Forests

C foats ia,
) SancharBhawam New Delhi OmMmunications ang [Information Technology, Govt. of [ndia

Copy to

l. The Secretary, Ministry of
e FfNoplal Officers (All
- Ee_e delal]s of forest [and diverted f;

% Peclive Regjong| Offices. TP
Jurlsdiccglzgzaclng{ﬁces i, ik

4 corlll?}ied i or(:1 review whether the co

Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPAI)
Asstt. Inspector General of F
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APPENDIX -7

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 1st October, 2003

5.0. 1186 (E). — In pursuance of_ sub-rule (1) of rule 9 of the Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003, the
Central Government hereby authorizes the Chief Conservator of Forests, Regional Office, Ministry of
Environment and Forests, having regional jurisdiction over the forest land in respect of which any offence
under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 is alleged to have been committed, to file complaints against
persons prima-facie found guilty of such offence, in the court having jurisdiction in the matter.

[F.No. 5-5/98-FC]
N.K. JOSHI,

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FORESTS AND
SPECIAL SECRETARY.



To

Sir,

APPENDIY _,

F.No.2-1/2003-FC
Government of India
Ministry of Environment and Forests
F.C. Division

Paryavaran Bj,
CGO Complex, Lodh; ;‘;::

New Delhi- 11¢ 003

Dated: 20. 10.2003

The Chief Secretary/Administrator,
(All States/UTs).

Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes under the

Sub:
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.

Detailed guidelines for submission of proposals for diversion of forest land for non-forestry purposes
under the Forest (Conservation)Act, 1980 were circulated to all the State Government/Union Territories
on 25.10.1992. Based on experience, a constant review of these guidelines has been done from time
to time to maintain a logical balance between environmental conservation and developmental process.

After a recent review, the Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of India, has approved
certain modifications in specific paras of the existing guidelines. The important modifications are as

follows :

Para 1.1(i) defines “forests” as understood in the dictionary sense in view of the Hon'ble
Supreme Court’s orders dated 12.12.1996 in WP(C) No0.202/1995. Now, all proposals Jor
diversion of such forest areas fo any non-forest purpose, irrespective of its ownership, would
require the prior approval of the Central Government. However, the term “forest" shall nol
be applicable to the plantations raised on private lands, except notified private foresis. Felling
of Irees in these private plantations shall be governed by the relevant provisions of variow
S’a’e,“fm and Rules. Felling of trees in notified private forests will be as per the working
plan/management plan duly approved by Government of India.

Para.l.z (iii)l, now clarifies rhat rights and concessions cannot be enjoyed in the Pmmdﬁd
A;ej.s (PA;:) in view gf the orders of the Supreme Court dated 14.02.2000, restraining fe"?"val
of dead, diseased, dying or wind-fallen trees, drift wood and grasses etc. from any St
Park or Game Sanctuary.

il::f;:li:;'a:’tio(;)s has stipulation that ~the provision of the Act shall not be atracted 1
transmission Iin:]:. HS:WeyS carried out in connection with development projects suctc Px
lig: 5 thiae ;u r}; ro-electric projects, Seismic surveys, exploration for oil drlllmg,ei;
operations are restri :yj % not involve any clearing of forest or cutting of ;rees‘;se
sighting. Now in vi " clgarmg of bushes and lopping of tree branches for purP ¢ of
N View of various representations from Ministry of Mines, Gover® ?
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India. ‘Mining’ has also beey

3 ] CK Y
and surveys subject to same empled fron

L V the issi . o
conditions, Permission under the Act, for investigations

In view of various representations fiom Mini

has been lT'lOdlﬁCd and now it reads i Sll'y U[? Mines, GOVG“'IITICI][ of India‘ Para 1.3(‘,)
Prospecting of any Mineral, done under prospecting

licence granted under MMDR
Act, whi S
land, would be a stage between “_m-;i?;t‘h (g': equires collection/removal of sumples from the forest
such permission under Fores mvestigation and egra e ;
Forest (Conservation) Act. 1980 wou?d !;L?;f;:;::;g ’ffis;ev‘g:'dr;}

drilling  upto 10 bore ‘ :
wlorall % = o holes of maximum 4" diamete '
exploration or reconnaissance ope r per 100 sq.km for prospecting

A T rations, wi .
provisions of the Act. In all other without  felling of trees, shall not attract the

sio! cases involving more th '
s ; an 10 g ;
permission of the Central Government under the Act would be requ;:‘ue!z{}'m o bore fules pricr

Now, Pgra 1.8(iv) clarifies that in National Par
out .for_nmpm\-'ement of wildlife and its
a scientifically

e kslancj! Sanctuaries where fellings are carried
1abitat only, forests would be managed according to
. r-emm'edfogzifa:::i mé“i:ﬁ;;ent plan approved by the Chief Wildlife Warden, provided that
" I F;P uce shall be used for meeting bonafide needs of the people living in and
arou e National Park/Sanctuary and shall not be used for any commercial purposes.

Para 2.2(\'11)—1.'t.1eals with t_lnderground mining. For better technical evaluation and feasibility,
now Para 2.2(vii)-1 makes it mandatory that all mining plans in respect of coal and other major
nuneru{s should be accompanied with numerical modelling in 3-Dimension for subsidence
prediction through an expert mining engineer/organisation to assess long term damage on
surface vegetation due to underground mining preferably from Banaras Hindu University; ISM,
Dhanbad;: any of the lTs located ~at Delhi, Kanpur, Mumbai, Kharagpur, Madras, Roorkee &
Guwahati; or M/s CMRI along with the mitigation measures suggested by them.

Para 2.8 is regarding transfer of lease. This para reads as, ‘Where transfer of lease on forest
land, from one user ugency to another for the same  purpose for which the forest land was
diveried. becomes necessary, prior permission of the Central Government would be required.
For this purpose, the State Government and the original user agency is required to submit no-
objection certificate for such transfer and, the new user agency has to submit an undertaking

that they shall abide by all the conditions on which the forest land was leased to the original

user agency and any other condition which may be stipulated by the Central Government/State

Government in future "

Para 3.2(i) deals with Compensatory afforestation of non-forest land and takes into account

the difficulty of States/UTs in finding non-forest land for lhe‘ purpose of C?mpcr_lsalory
afforestation. This para now clarifies that the revenue lands/zudpi jungle/chhote/bade jhar ka
jun .’e/'unglel-jhw'f Jand/civil-soyam lands and all other such category of lands, on which the
rr% ’;SJ  of Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 are applicable, shall be considered for_ the purpose
ﬂf:’ o n:;(jgisc.: (ory afforestation provided that such lands on which compensatory afforestation is
proposed, shall be notified as RIF under the Indian Forest Act, 1927.
. o f the Hon’ble Supreme Court dated : 30.10-2002 in LA.
Para 3.5(ii) gives details of adets © 5 regarding creation of a body for management of

) . = s 199
No.566 in Writ Petition (CiviD Nl & .on of Net Present Value of forest lands i.c.

i llecti
compensato afforestation fund and co e ‘ f
"Coﬁrp;:?sazry Ajfaresm!iaﬂ Management & Planning Agency (CAMPA)".

¢ Guidelines already circulated by the Ministry of Environment &

_ : of forest land diverted for non-forestry purposes in
Fores:_s for CO|'ITCl:En Orfc;::erls II:;F 5;:: \IT;:Jl?ble Supreme Court dated 30/10/2002 & 01/08/2003 in
compliance with the O

IA No. 566 in WP(C) No. 202 of 1995.

Para 3.5(iii) is regarding th
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14.

PO . i d '-" favo

¢ land which is transferred and mulate ur of

rest lan of compensatory afforestation, should be declarey
Stage-1I approval.

Para 4.2(i) stipulates that the non-fo.
the State Forest Depariment for the purpose oj
as RF/PF under the Indian Forest Act, 1927 prior [0

Para 4.2(iv) clarifies that previously appr oved proposals shall not normally be reopened for

review of the condition.

. ) Is for diversion of forest lands wij|
Para 4.13 clarifies that the approval of the proposa ! ;
depend upon the achievements of the State/UT Governments in respect of compensalory

afforesiation.

Para 4.13 gives details of the Monitoring cell, which has been cregted in ‘the_ Forest
Conservation Division for data base management, up-dating of web-site, monitoring _the
movement of proposals in the State and at the Central Government level and also to monitor

the compliance of the stipulated conditions of the approved cases.

In conformity with the National Forest Policy, 1988 and to provide boost to the development of
tribal areas, new guidelines for “Development projects in tribal areas” are also being issued
separately.

A comprehensive compilation of detailed Guidelines along with Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and
Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003 etc. in booklet form shall be issued separately.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(Dr. V.K. Bahuguna)
Inspector General of Forests

Copy to :-

NouvswL—

The Secretary, Ministry of Mines, Govt. of Indi i i
The Secretary (Forests), All States/UTs Nt Moy AR, N T
PCCF- All States/UTs

Nodal Officers- All States/UTs

All Regional Offices of this Ministry

Director(FC), AlGs(FC)

Guard File

Sd/-
(Dr. VK. Bahuguna)
Inspector General of Forests



APPENDIX -9
F.No.2-1/2003-FC
Government of India

Ministry of Environment and Forests
F.C. Division

Paryavaran Bhawan, CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi- |10 003

Dated: 20.10.2003

To
The Chief Secretary/Administrator,
(All States/UTs).
Sub:  Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes under the
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,
Sir,

As you are aware, National Forest Policy, 1988 recognizes the symbiotic relationship between tribas
people and forests, It emphasizes that the primary task of all agencies responsible for forest
management, including the forest development corporations should be to associate the tribal people
closely in the protection, regeneration and development of forests as well as to provide gainful
employment to people living in and around the forests. While safeguarding the customary rights and
interests of such people, forestry programmes should pay special attention to development of
cooperatives; protection, regeneration and optimum collection of minor forest produce; development of

forest villages at par with revenue villages; family oriented schemes and integrated area development
programme 1o meet the needs of tribal economy.

Further, the Ministry of Environment & Forests has noticed that conflict between the Forest
Administration and the tribals in various States/UTs exists, which is certainly not in the interest of the
forest conservation. Government of India recognizes that development of tribals is an integral part of the
conservation efforts. It has become relevant to issue separate Guidelines to exccute the developmental
projects in the tribal areas consistent with the provisions of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, which is
atribal friendly Act.

Accordingly, in conformity with the National Forest Polit;y. 1988 and considering the fact that there is
requirement of equitable development all over the country gncludmg tribal arcas, a_l‘ler a re:ccn! I'E\’-IEW.' the
Ministry of Environment & Forests, Government of lndl_a, has approved certain specuf‘lc Glludch-nes
under the Forest (Conscrvation) Act, 1980 for stepping up the development projects in tribal

areas’. We hope that your State/UT will take full advantage of these guidelines for the development of

The guidelines are as follows:
(i) It must be recognized by all that the maintenance of good forest cover is essential for sustaining

the livelihood of tribal population. Therefore, only infrastructure development projects (other
than commercial) should be encouraged in tribal areas.
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()

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

i ill be those areas which
. 1olines. tribal arcas will _ e
|dc|'tnifls|‘{iorn of India. With all the proposals the
IIspOpu]alion shall be enclosed by the State/j1

wation of these gu
V and VI of the (;0|
dicating size of triba

IFor the purpose of implemet
recognized in the Schedule
latest census data clearly n
Governments.

al under Section-2 of the Forcs(t1 (Conservation)

< Sl ic wires to individual house

Act. 1980 for underground laying of electricity cables and elf&:li-::iwilnvo!ve felling of tree:()l:;;
drinki hiwater pinelines, telephone lines, Wl g O trees
drinking water supply/water pip hould be below 60 cm. girth class) and are outside Natiopg)

exceeding 50 number per project (shoul he roads and within the existing right of way
s or Wildlife Sanctuary and are laid along the roa ifi
!I)‘;ritsgge“rallldz:.g;roi:lc :I?zﬁl be subject to the condition that the Nodal Officer shall certify

: Il be maintained by the Nodal Officer and the
' _ Records of such works undertaken sha . :
%c;rr:a[c:?;?eDFOem;\kstal Officer shall send quarterl)lf rfi'port }ofc’(;?:gl S:(:rg:e; yiog?:;:au;rl;f
- : . . 0 e : 0 e
Forests (Regional Office) for monitoring purpose. In lieu : of
nSrr:Eesr (of f%:llled trees shall be planted by the User Agency at or near the site. fﬁmy dewatlon,
shall require permission from the Central Government under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,

rov
In the tribal arcas. there shall be general app

Infrastructure development projects like power, ro_ads, railways, telephone Imefcable_s, |rrige}[i9n,
drinking water facility, schools, hospitals etc. designed for tr{bal areas, should be given priority
and forwarded by the State/UT Governments in the prescribed t!me f(ame to the concerned
Regional Office or Central Government as the case may be, for consideration.

During the execution of the project, the State Government/User Agency shall ensure maximum
employment for the local tribals.

While formulating a project in a tribal area, the User Agency shall earmark 5% the total project
cost for the development of indigenous skill of tribals '

have an important component of
subsidized basis like distribution of
funds for these components shall be d

providing the alternative source of domestic energy on

LPG etc,, to reduce pressure on the existing forests. The
€posited with CAMPA

sued in this

Land — Settlement thereof -
y followed iy,

nn::llstry’s letter No. 13.1/90-F.P.(3) dated

18.9.90" shall be strictl

For conversion of fo
vide this Ministry’s |
for conversion of all
India in a time bound

rest villages into r
Mol ey :
Torest - B0, e](];f dva't"?igfé’ setailed guidelines issued in this reg
orest village : e 99 ; g
Manner, BEs Into revenye Villages S]]OSUIZlLbe San“y fallawed, Prcﬁc:so
€ Ssubmitted to Governm
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If the tribals are residing inside a National Park/San

\ii) o
( of the guidelines shall remain applicable

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(DR. V.K. BAHUGUNA)
Inspector General of Forests

Copy l0:-

The Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. of Indi i ;
The Secretary (Forests), All States/UTs, '8, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.

.

3. PCCF-AIl States/UTs.

4, Nodal Officers - All States/UTs.

5. All Regional Offices of this Ministry.
6. Director (FC), AlGs (FC).

1. Guard File.

Sdr-
(DR. V.K. BAHUGUNA)
Inspector General of Forests



APPENDIX - 19

MOST 'MMEDL_\_I_E_

F.No. lI-9f98—Fg'
Government of India
Ministry of Environment and Forests
F.C. Division

Paryavaran Bhawap,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi - 110 003
Dated: 20th/24th 11.2003

To

The Secretary (Forests),

(All States/UTs).

Sub:  Mining leases in National Parks / Sanctuaries etc.
Sir,

Supreme Court or before the notifi

4 : ng leases before the orders of the
cation for setting up of Nat; : )
requested to ensure the suspension of all the miningg alz:tivities i?]?a;‘!u]:tz;lrekr/(s)?;l]:::ary i your Ste/UT, itis

Yours faith fully,

Sd/-
AN 24.11.2003
URAG
Asstt. In BAJPAI)
Copy to:-

Spector General of Forests

L. Al PCCF/Nodal Officers/Chief witar:
g. All Regional Offices lef Wildlife Wa

rdens (A]] s
IGF (FC), Director (FC), AIGs (FC) ates/UTs)

0 S
4.11.2003
(ANURAG BApay)

Asstt.
l"SPECtor General of Forests
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APPENDIX - 11
F No. 5-5/98-FC (pt.)
Government of India

Ministry of Env;
iIronment and F
F.C. Division orests

Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi - 110 003.

Dated: 15.12.2003

To
The Principal Secretary (Forests),
All State / UT Governments.
Subject: Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003 - Submission of DRP under Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980.
Sir,

Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003 notified on 10/03/2003, prescribe a new format for the submission of
project proposals by the user agencies to the respective State / UT Governments. It has come to the notice
of this Ministry that some of the State/UT Governments are returning even those proposals for
resubmission in new format, to the respective user agencies which have been received by them prior to

notification of Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2003.

In this context, | am directed to clarify that the new format is applicable to those project proposals which
have been submitted by the User Agency to the respective State / UT Governments on 10/01/2003 and
thereafter. The proposal in the pipeline before 10/01/2003 should be processed.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPAI)
Asstt. Inspector General of Forests

Copy to:

PCCF, All State/UT Governments.
All Regional Offices.
Nodal Officers, All State / UT Governments.
Director (FC), AIGs (FC).

£ b —
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APPENDIX - 13

-FC
:.N0.8-8412002 F 5
M‘uistrylof Environment and Forests
| Government ol ndia

(FC Division) Paryavaran Bhavap,

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,
New Delhi-110 003,

Dated:3rd February, 2004

To
The Secretary(Forests)
All States and Union Territories
. der the
T i of forest land for non forestry purposes un
5”b’e“‘f:'o",ff;]('gf,isf,‘;:a;li:.f)rsfgt, 1980 - modification in Para 4.2(i) regarding
Sir,

i ' ai i ideli submissi roposals for diversion of
I am directed to inform you that detailed specific guidelines for submission of proposals for dive

forlesl land for de\'elop}menlal projects under the Forest(Conservation) Act, 1980 were finalised and
circulated to all the State Government/Union Territories by the Ministry of Environment & Forests vide
letter number No.2-1/2003-FC dated 20.10.2003. Para 4.2 (i) of the guidelines stipulated that “The non-

forest land which is transferred and mutated in favour of the State Forest Department for the purpose of
compensatory afforestation, should be declared as RF/PF under the Indian Forest Act, 1927 prior 1o
State-11 approval "

In this regard, the Central Government has received representations from various State Governments/User
Agencies, more specifically from K

_ arnataka Renewal Ener Development Limited (KREDL), an

:lzﬂinall;mg o[fJGox'e;nqlli::)l ?szgnatqka, as the process of decﬁration of the non-forest Iatgd as RF/PF is
€ laking process. This long duration may cause th / in i entati [

o the deselogsnted el g y ¢ unnecessary delay in implementation/execution

fact that the responsibility of declaration of
Forest Department and after examination of the wi Ie st
Rt hol : .
.ba,fa 4.2 (1) of the Guidelines issued on 20.]0.2003(1|§dlgl§t;“'ec;r:3h$ %enlral (?lc}vernment persby mndiflcs
4.2 (i) shall read as follows: st (Conservation) Act, 1980. Now, para

“The non-forest land which is
- ransferred and ad i

for the purpos g '¢ Mutated in favo >
Forest Act, 1027, The Tengtiory horesation, should be declared o peigp Orc5L Deparmen
m ln 1 % an € OVCI‘ 10 3

utated in favour of Forest Department. tllt]::rynsg ?1%‘11?’ after the ﬁsameh hals bdee.“

€ given after the land 1S
opy of the orjof = 1C€r must report compliance within
( . ginal notificat p

for information anJ re]e ?/ndlan F 'on declaring the non-forest land

orest
o cord.” Act, 1927, as the case may be, to the Central
Ihis issues with (he approy.

al of the Competeny authority

Yours !‘ailhfully,

Copy to; Sd/-
L Al PCCFg/N " Assty ANURAG BAJPAI)
%' All Regiong (())di?‘:c?sm('ers(’\” SlalcstTs) >SU. Inspector General of Forests
. E"ﬁcltork(l’lg)fmcs (FC
: drnataka
g‘ ?SN s 4 GF(Fgl;ewal Energy Development Limiteq
: ~.No.2-1/2003. ea(K
7, Guard File i ( REDL)’ Bangalore
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APPENDIX - 13

G
MINISTRY O g NT OF INDIA

F ENVIRONMENT & FORESTS
Tel: 24360379

Date: 3.2.2004

To
I, The Chief Secretary,

All the States/UTs
2. The Principal Secretary

All the States/UTs
3 The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

All the States/UTs

Subject: Stepping up of process for conversion of forest villages into revenue villages.
Sir,

As you are aware that the National Forest Policy of 1988 envisages that development of forest villages
should be on par with the revenue villages. In order to ensure this, the Ministry had issued guideline on
|8th September, 1990 vide this Ministry letter No. 30-1/90-FP (5) for conversion of these forest villages
into revenue villages. But so far, very few proposals have been received from the State Governments, and
even of the proposals received, many are either incomplete and/or also include the encroachments in
adjoining forests, as also the balance forest land in the compartment. So far only 384 forest villages have
been converted into revenue villages (311 in Madhya Pradesh and 73 in Maharashtra) during the last one
year. From rest of the states, proposals are yet to be received.

The matter was reviewed last year in September, 2003 by the Ministry on the basis of information
furnished by 13 states (Assam, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Madhya
Pradesh, Mizoram, Orissa, Tripura, Uttaranchal, Uttar Pradesh and West lBengaI), a total of 2690 forest
villages have been enumerated as existing in the country. It has been decided that the state governments
may be requested to immediately expedite the process of conversion of these forest villages into revenue
villages.

aring the proposal so that the complete proposals are

The following procedure may be followed while prep g e ovisions of he Forest (Consepvation) Act,

sent within a fixed time limit for taking a decision un
1980.

eraie . i I 1 [b est i"ages
i ”' sistore tet vernme 1 1S commltted to lhe conversion Of. I : v
]] IS i i 1at the Cemral GO ernl I : ) : : : 1 ‘

Il land on which pattas have been issued prior to
S Forest Officers or the authorised officers and patta
P ors’ continuous possession. These l_ands will
ar lands, health centre, community centre,
hes of settlement should be brought to the

) Central Government woulddc%qsi'd? o
25.10.1980 by the concerned 1VISIO
holders and the land is in their or 158::‘ 'i:j]?:esssgoch
include land under habitation, existing bt e -
cremation ground, road etc. for diversion. 1s0 .
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i)

iv)

vi)

i ery of forests by the State Government and proposals sent for the areas in which
periphery ©

resettlement will take place.

- - : villages, the State Govern

on of forest villages into revenue » ment shal|
ik o 3&522:5?; the external boundaries ‘?f the arcas .Wht.:r.e pattas have been issued pre-
T;l;l(l)“ll? 5mhca)5|d Tot be necessary for them to submit details of individual pattas.

The balance forest areas in the forest compartment shall be demarcated and retained as reserye
forists and managed by the State Forest Department. These areas shall also be demarcated in the

field by the State Forest Department.

Forest lands which have been encroached shall be dealt with in accordance with the guidelines
issued by the Ministry for regularisation of the encroachment and the Stgte vaernment§ shall
ensure that all ineligible pre-1980 and pogl-_l980 encroachments are evicted in tune with the
Hon'ble Supreme Court orders. Only eligible category qf pre-1980 encroachment shall be
considered for regularisation if and when the ban on regula.rlsatmn of the encroachment is lifted
by the Supreme Court. The State Governments may also simultaneously approach the Supreme
Court in this regard.

If any of the forest village falls in a National Park and Sanctuary, the State Government shall
submit the proposal for conversion to the revenue villages only after obtaining the approval of the
Standing Committee of the National Board of Wildlife and Hon’ble Supreme Court.

Regarding traditional rights of inhabitants of forest villages on forest lands outside the village
boundaries, the State Governments may document such rights and notify them under the
provisions of relevant Acts or Rules as applicable, furnishing the details of specific rights so

granted, the villages where individuals are entitled and the specific forest-lands on which such
rights may be exercised.

It is thgrefore, reques_ted that a time bound programme may be drawn up by the State Government for
expeditiously converting forest villages into revenue villages in the next six months so that the people
living in these villages can enjoy the fruits of development and also their dependency on forest is reduced.

Copy for information and

2,
3.

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(Dr. V.K. Bahuguna)
Inspector General of Forests

Chief C necessary action to:
et Conservator of Forests (Central) of all Repi hubaneshwar,
Bangalore, Bhopal, Shillong, Lucknow, ngandi;arh "ol Qlfices Joomted 2t B

The Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Welfare, Governm

The Advisor (Environment and Forests) it of Indjg, New Dclal

Planning Commission, Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi

Sd/-
(Dr. V.K. Bahuguna)
Inspector General of Forests
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AND FORE

STS

(o 2-172003-FC(P) h
24360379, Fax.24365 77,
Dated: 5.2.2004

To:
| All Chief Secretary,
© Al the States/UTs

B The Principal Secretary
All the States/UTs

;  The principal Chief Cons
% All the States/UTs ervator of Forests

Subject: Regularisation of the ri
ights of the triba
Is on the fore:
st lands

Sir,
The Government of India have been Vi
‘ receiving a n

wibal forest dwellers on forest lands in differegnt ?—tmber of representations for regularisati

yarious public discussions including meeti parts of the country. The reguarisation of rights of

P ferent Ministrics, a5 also vari of various Standing Consutative Commitessof Paomen

amony with the forests Since‘time - arious State Governments, that th e Committees of Parliament

b while these areas were bein bmemonal, and their rights on suchfi tr:jbals have been living in

fihts could ot be settled duc to nuﬁ1b$uogf!1t under the purview of relevant%l:;rzsih;glldtﬁe, recodgnised.

The Central Government in Se reasons, making them i fcis their iracitional

sember. 1990:vid encroachers in the e :
Governments/UTs to settle th p kit vide No.13-1/90-FP (2 itk
e disputed claims, i (2) & (3) had requested th
land, but so far no such ms, issue paita lease, etc of the tri e ores
1 proposals have been ; ) e tribal population on the fo

ategory of regularisation of eligi reccived,, Propossls liave b . ‘e

; ible encroach cen received only under th

sl aTnsairl fistice ehigl ments only from a couple of St : der the
f natt as guidelines for regularisati p ates. This has deprived the

frsetting dispuied settlement claims. g ion of encroachment are different from the guidelines

1nhconsiderable depth by the Central Government and after

t hereby takes the following decisions with a request to the

follow up action as under:

e traditional rights of the tribal
ted into the relevant Acts, rules

the prescribed procedure.

Erffl?sue hgs bee_n examined in its entirety
Sla[ellGf:onsnder.elllon, the Central Governmen
overnments/UT Administrations to take necessary

LT
P::ulsalﬁte Government/UT Administration should recognise th
i '(I’“ on forest lands, and these rights should be incorpora
gulations prevalent in the concerned States/UTs by following
dwellers on the forest lands, the Central
tuT Administration

LT
i)
n respect of these recognised rights of the tribal forest
oposals from the State Governmen UT .
i [ pied forest land
fettered legal rights

Gov .
ernment upon receipt of complete pr
Is for diversion ©

con -
o dnghed, shall consider these proposd :
¢ Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 so that these lnbali} I can I%tﬂ un o s, This
 ble but inalienable T8 s over su '
have heritab tion of such forest land

over s :
uch lands. The tribals shall ! n
tinuous occu

d ‘o .
€Cision shall apply for those tribal dwellers who are in con

tribal rehabilitatipn

A least since 31.12.93.
(1) The divacc: . ;
scl;]e diversion proposals shall, however, be considered only ifen mtegratrd vith the financial
eme forms part of the proposal 0 be submitied bY 1 S[ﬁféﬂ} Endg;nld the problem iS
are retained at that pa ervation with the rehabilitaliOﬂ

comm; . |
itments, so that the tribal populatlon ined at {
in situ biodiversity cons

solve
d once and for all. In order to ensure
9l



(iii)

: the tribal rehabilitation win f
, should be implemented by g of the f,,
s ﬂtw \%ﬁggns]:::i wings do not exit these may be created. Th; T.Odg] adopted py ﬁ::
ii?—:ﬁngg\;emmenl for rehabilitation of the tribals is a case in point and the State GOVernmems

may follow this pattern.
) ; ir Order dated 23.11.2001 in W.P. 202/95 haq res(r:
As the Hon’ble Supreme Court wde]:.]:ie;ation of encroachments, the Central Govcmm‘;it‘ra;ﬂ:ﬁ

'ernment from regu ! . s A
;I;;g::}:r?;ecgs:: for modification of their order so that the instant decision taken in thig regard

by the Central Government is implemented.

fresh occupation of forest and by tribals and non—tribals_ ir! forest a
L:;nr;sm ?}feagt),;te GovcrnmeﬁthT Administration s_hall hold the concerned District Magistz:?;
and Collecior, Superintendent of Police, and the Divisional Forest 0fﬁcer_ personally responsible
for such encroachment and they will be liable for disciplinary action in respect of any such

encroachment.

Attention of the State Government/UT Administration is invited to this office letter No 7.
16/2002-FC dated 3rd May, 2002 in which the constitution of State level and Circle Jeye|
encroachment monitoring committees had been suggested. Apart from this, a district leye|
committee consisting of District Magistrate & Collector, Supermlen@eqt of Police and the
Divisional Forest Officer should also be constituted immediately for eviction of encroachment,
and monitoring of the same should be done at the State level, the Circle level and the District
level Committees at quarterly intervals. The notification constituting these committees ang
action taken by them shall also be part of the diversion proposal.

The State Government and UTs should make sincere efforts for making available an equivalent
area of non-forest land wherever feasible for inclusion of such lands as reserved forests or
protected forests.

It is also clarified that in respect of pre-1980 eligible encroachers, the Central Government has
already approached the Supreme Court in October 2002 to permit to regularise such eligible
encroachments as per the guidelines and policy of the Government.

The consideration of the proposals from the State Governments/ UTs shall depend on the progress
achieved by the concerned State/UT Administration in eviction of all pre-1980 and post 1980
ineligible non-tribal encroachers and all encroachers post 31.12.1993.

It may please be noted that this issue of tribal ri ' i '
‘ _ ghts must be settled in a fixed time period of one
year from the date of issue of this letter and no proposals shall be entertained thereafter.

The State level committee, headed b the Chi | !
. . ee, ief Secret bove, shal
monitor the implementation of the abgve decisicuns.ecre Wi Toutions iy e 1

Yours faithfully,
Sd/-
(DR. V.K. BAHUGUNA)
Inspector General of Forests (FC)

Copy for informati '
[ py for information and necessary action to:

2.

3.
4.,

The Prime Minister’s Off; i : :
Al Chicf Conservator Of“}:%r?smc%ﬂz (Attention: Shri K.V. Pratap, Deputy Secretary)

Forests, Government of India rvator of Forests(Central), Ministry of Environm

The Secretary, Minist f
MemberfAdviser(Envi?o?\

ent and

Tribal Welfare Governm i [
are, ent of India, New Delhi
ment), Planning Commission, New Delhi n

Sd/-
(DR. VK. BAHUGUNA)tS ()
Inspector General of Fores
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APPENDIX - 15

o F.No.2~lf2004-FC
MII'IISIT')’ of Environment and Forests
overnment of [ndja
Division)

Paryavaran Bhavan, C.G.O. Complex.
Lodi Road, New Delhi - 110 003.

Date: 10" March, 2004.

To,
The Secretary (Forests),
All States and Union Territories.
Sub Jecl:osrul%;esn;l:] gg:gtegsrt;l:t?dtgg}lltaf 11/2000 & 09/02/2004 in Writ Petition (C) No. 337
No. 202 of 1995 2002 & 01/08/2003 in IA No. 566 in Writ Petition (&)
Sir,

. ; ; ; ’
E;Ill[:\\;igerc?r%ceer 0?] '513? lsll;gjo%cé:_menlloned above, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India had passed the

“Pending further orders, no dereservation of forests / National Parks / Sanctuaries shall be effected. "

Further, on 09/02/2004, the Hon’ble Court rejected the appeal of the G t of Indi ing f
deletion of the word “forests” from the above mentione?order. Tilergt%ergntl}f: o?derno}atﬁga Igr%’b(ll;
Supreme Court dated 13/11/2000, as mentioned above, is still operative. '

In view of the above mentioned orders, all the approvals, including conversion of forest villages into
revenue villages and re%ulansatiqn of encroachments, issued the Central Government after
13/11/2000 under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, stand modified to tgc extent that the legal status of the

diverted forest land shall remain unchanged.

Further, in view of the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s order dated 30/10/2002 and 01/08/2003 in IA No. 566

in Writ Petition (C) No. 202 of 1995, the User Agency shall deposit the Net Present Value of the diverted
forest land in all the approvals (Stage - I) including conversion of forest villages into revenue villages and
regularisation of encroachments, issued by the Central Government after 30/10/2002 under Forest

(Conservation) Act, 1980.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPAI)
Asst. Inspector General of Forests

Cﬁpy to:
All PCCFs / Nodal Officers (All States/UTs).

I
2. All Regional Offices.
3. Director (FC) / AIGs (FC)
4 PStoIGF (FC
g- F No. 2-1/2003-FC
. Guard Fil
uar e i

(ANURAG BAJPA])
Asst, Inspector General of Forests
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APPENDIX - 14

THE GAZETTE OF INDIA
EXTRAORDINARY -
i i
Part Il — Section 3 — Sub-section (1
T AND FORESTS
STRY OF ENVIRONMEN
M ORDER .

New Delhi, the 23 April, 2004

d Committee (hereinafter referred to as CEC)
S.0. 525 (E) — Whereas a Central Empowere - .
co(;stitutcd(fo)r examining the issues relating to compensatory afTOTCStat(lj‘?“,nl:iet present value of diverted
forest land, other monies recoverable, received and utilized in this regard; a

Whereas, the CEC has inter-alia observed that it is desirable to create a separate fund for compensatory
afforestation etc. wherein all the monies received from the user agencies are to be deposited ang
subsequently released directly to the implementing agencies as and when required; and

Whereas, the recommendations of~ the CEC have been accepted by the Hon’ble_ Su-preme Court and the
Hon’ble Supreme Court in its order dated: 30-10-2002 in Interlocutory Application No. 566 in Writ

Petition © No. 202 of 1995 directed the Central Government to take necessary steps required for
implementing the recommendations of the CEC:;

And whereas, the Central Government considers it necessary and expedient to constitute a body for the
management of compensatory afforestation funds; now, therefore,

In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-section (3) of Section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 (29 of 1986) (hcreinahﬁer referred to as the said Act), and in pursuance of the Hon’ble Supreme
Court’s order dated the 30" Octo.ber 2002 in IA No. 566 in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 202 of 1995, the

of publication of this order for the purpose of management of
Net Present Value and any other money recoverable in pursu
in this regard and in compliance of the conditions stipulated

approval under Forest (Conservalion) Act, 1980 (69 of 1980)

money towards compensatory afforestation,
ance of the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s order
by the Central Government while according
for non-forestry uses of the forest land.

2. The CAMPA shall ¢

| onsist of the followin
a Governing body and an Ex

! g Chairpe : h
ccutive body nmeis Person and Members and shall function throug

2.1 GOVERNING BODY .

(i) Minister for Environment a
: nd Fo :
s rests, Government of . Chairperson
(11) Secretary, Ministr i
y Y of Envirop
Government of [ndia ekl and Forests, - Member
(i) Director General of F
o "Orests and §
M:mstry of Environ Pl Secretary M
- ember
s nt and Forests, Government of

(iv)  Addl. Director

) Minist )
(V) Addl. pj 'd Forests, Government of 1y gin of - Member



(vi)  Joint Secretary and Finane;
Environment and Forests, Go
(vii)  Regional Chief Conservao

al Advisor, Ministry of - Member
vernment of India

r of Forests (Bangalore, - Member

and Regional Conservator
(viii)  Six Principal Chief Conge
from six regions — (g
MOEF on rotation basis
(ix)  Inspector General of Forests
Ministry of Environment and F
India
(x) An eminent professional ecolo ist, n i -
Central and State Governmen%, foro': t;zlﬁgdﬁs?r::z viember
years at a time, for up to two consecutive terms
(xi)  Chief Executive Officer (CAMPA)

f Forests, Chandigarh

rvator of Forests one each - Member
be nominated annually by

(Forest Conservation), - Member
orests, Government of

- Member Secretary

22 EXECUTIVE BODY:

(i) Director General of Forests and Special Secretary, - Chairperson
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of
India

(i)  Addl. Director General of Forests (Forests) Ministry of - Member
Environment and Forests, Government of India

(i) Addl. Director General of Forests (Wildlife) - Member

(iv)  Inspector general of Forests (Forest Conservation), - Member
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of
India

(v)  Joint Secretary and Financial Advisor, Ministry of - Member
Environment and Forests, Government of India

(vi)  Chief Executive Officer (CEO) - Member

(vii) A professional ecologist, not being from the Central - Member
and State Government, for a period of two years at a
time, for up to two consecutive terms

23  The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) shall be an officer of the rank of Inspector General of
forests.

24 In addition to the CEO, there shall be one Joint CEO of the level gf Consewalqr of Forests and
two Deputy CEOs of the rank of Deputy Conservator of Forests to assist the Execguve Body. These
officers shall be appointed by the CAMPA on deputation basis for a period not excecding five years after
obtaining required clearances from the competent authority in the Ministry of Environment and Forests.
The Governing body can create posts in CAMPA at the level O_f Deputy Inspestor Gene_r nlof Forests a:nd
Assistant Inspector General of Forests to be filled on deputation. They shall be ePpointed for a.perind
not exceeding five years on terms and conditions to be decided by the CAMPA with the concurrence of

ert , ts.
the Central Government in Ministry of Environment and Fores

3 POWER AND FUNCTIONS OF THE GOVERNING BODY:

The Governing Body shall —

rk of the CAMPA;

(i) review the broad policy framewo !



(11)
(i)

(iv)
(v)
(vi)

4.

ased by the CAMPA;
ure subject to overall ceiling of 10% of the
d capital expenditure excluding income

monitor the progress of the utilization of funds rele

approve the annual budget of CAMPA for z::.cpt:ndltt -
average income from interest etc. on establishmen
from funds received as per para 6.2 (iii),

appoint the CEO, Joint CEO and Deputy CEO;_
be empowered to create posts in CAMPA equiva

Forests and Asstt. Inspector General of Forest;
approve the annual reports and audited accounts of the CAMPA.

lent to the level of Deputy Inspector General of

MEETINGS:

The Governing body shall meet at least once in six months.

S

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE BODY:

The Executive Body shall decide —

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

6.1

deployment of staff on contractual basis or on deputation;

financial procedure;

delegation of financial or administrative powers;

other day-to-day working in respect of receipts of funds;

investment of funds;

expenditure on establishment and other overheads including office accommodation subject to the
approval of the annual budget by the Governing Body.

The CAMPA shall be custodian of the Compensatory Afforestation Fund and shall have the

following functions and powers relating to the Fund, namely:

6.2

There shall be constituted a fund to be called the Compensatory Afforestation Fund and there

shall be credited thereto —

(1)

(i)

(i)

(iv)

Receipt of all monies frorn user agencies towards Compensatory Afforestation, Additional
Compensatory Afforestation, Catchment Area Treatment Plan or for compliance of any other

condition (s) stipulated by the Central Government while di Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980. according approval under the Fo

The unspent funds already realized by
CAMPA by the respective States/Union
date of the issue of this Order and any
been realized shall be realized by the Sta

the S_tate:'s!Union Territories shall be transferred to the
Territories to user agencies within six months from the
tCom|zlel1}satory Afforestation Funds which have not yet

2 ¢s and Union Territories and transferred to the CAMPA.
Trh; ;:tnlgsarric;t;vlerable from Fhe user agencie's in cases where forest land diverted falls within the
[13972 g IW;&):.fareas crllonfled under Sections 18, 26-A or 35 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act

or undertaking activitie . - & : AL

shall be maintained separately, ¢ *related to protection of biodiversity and the wildiife

Net Present Value (NPV) of the for nd div which may b
. est | [
realized oursint o 4 and diverted for non-forestry purposes whi -

Petition (C) No. 202 of 1995 upreme Court’s order dated 3. 10-2002 in I.A. No. 566 in Writ

Government,
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0.3

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(iv)

6.5

(i)

(i
(i)

MANAGEMENT OF THE FyNp.

The amount collected by the CAM
AMPA shall be
ks, Post Offi : i
The nom-1ecuring as el 115 Goverment Bonds an deposs
and allowances payable to iisrf)‘;;l_frlng cost for the management of CAMPA including the salary
way of accrued interest on the fl-‘;::: and staff shall be met by utilizing a part of the income by
received as per para 6.2 (i), S Invested by the CAMPA excluding income from funds
The expenditure i :
CAMF'/:tJ out of lhemi::cr::)ergeﬂl?}’ i::;p;;uljem monitoring and evaluation shall be borne by the
income from funds received as per para Iéng.ez?isit) e Pty invesied Byt CAMEA SRlinG
he CAMPA shall ' ¥
g-;rhanered accoumz nl(gs?\\,t-lhe annual accounts audited internally as well as externally through
p it 0 are on the panel of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India and
the auditor(s) shall be selected on the approval of the Governing Body

nvested in Reserve Bank of India, Nationalized

DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS:

The money received for compensatory afforestation, additional compensatory afforestation may
be used as per the site spc':lﬁc schemes received from the States and Union Territories alongwith
the proposals for fiwersmn of forest land under the Forest(Conservation) Act, 1980.

The moncy received towards Net Present Value (NPV) shall be used for natural assisted
regeneration, forest management, protection, infrastructure development, wildlife protection and
manggemcnt', supply of wood and other forest produce saving devices and other allied activities.
Mo'm.es realized from the user agencies in pursuance of the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s orders or
decision taken by the National Board for Wildlife involving cases of diversion of forest land in
protected arcas shall form the corpus and the income therefrom shall be used exclusively for
undertaking protection and conservation activities in protected areas of the States and the Union
Territories and in exceptional circumstances, a part of the corpus may also be used subject to
prior approval of the CAMPA,

CAMPA shall release monies to the concerned State and Union Territory in predetermined
installments through the State Level Management Committee as per the Annual Plan of Operation
(APO) finalized by the concerned State and the Union Territory.

The monies received in CAMPA from a State or the Union Territory as per para 6.2 and the
income thereon after deducting expenditure incurred by the CAMPA on its establishment cost,
monitoring and evaluation on a prorata basis shall be used only in that particular State or the

Union Territory.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF THE WORKS:

r concurrent monitoring and evaluation of the works implemented in

the States utilizing the funds releascd by the CAMPA shall be evolved and implemented to ensure
effective and proper utilization of funds and services of the Regional Offices of the Ministry of

in thi ilized.
' sts in this regard may also be uti - '
EE:'E’KE?"; f:;ilf?]fve the powers to order inspection and financial audit of works executed by

ilizi o any State or the Union Territory. | |
:l)t:ll E:r?gcs;?:fli); {;E?fhl: fi‘:n)c(is released to a particular State or the Union Territory are not being

utilized properly, the Executive Body of the CAMPA shall have the power to withhold or suspend
1zed properly,

the release of remaining funds or part thereof.

An independent system fo
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6.6

(1)

(11)

y

Committee consisting of the following Chairperson an

7.1

72

OTHER FUNCTIONS:
; " icles (SPV) for undertaking Compensatory
h Special Purpose Vehic _ ' .
E’F C:’:h;llPA ?:?::u(::::ltl; ilwpcflving large public sector undert_aklﬂgsl :'tlil::h ff:que"“Y require
foreos't‘?sslaanlt;)r;‘o;: their projects, in consultation-and as far as possible with the concurrence of the
e new mechanism to generate additional sources of fung

The CAMPA may also consider evolving : S ¢

for forest conserv)alion works and to create capacity and data base for better conceptualization ang

management of fund.

Every State or the Union Territory shall have a Steering Committee and a Management
d Members namely:

STATE LEVEL STEERING COMMITTEE:

(1) Chief Secretary - Chairperson

(i)  Principal Chief Conservatory of Forests - Member
(iii)  Principal Secretary (Forests) - Member
(iv)  Principal Secretary(Finance) - Member
(v) Principal Secretary(Planning) - Member
(vi)  Chief Wildlife Warden - Member
(vii)  Nodal Officer - Member
(viii)  An eminent Non-Government Official

to be nominated by the State Govt. for - Member

a period of two years at a time who shall
be eligible for renomination
(ix)  Chief Conservator of Forests (Plan/Schemes) - Member Secretary

STATE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:

(i) Principal Chief Conservator of Forests - Chairperson
(ii) Chief Wildlife Warden - Member
(iii) Chief Conservator of Forests(Planning/Schemes) - Member
(iv) Financial Controller/Financial Adviser in the - Member
Office of the Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests
(v) An eminent Non-Government Official to be - Member

nominated by the State Government for a period

of IWo years at a time who shall be eligible for
renomination

vi Nodal Offi
(vi) oda icer - Member Secretary

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE STEERING COMMITTEE:

The Steering Committee shall -

(i) facilitate and be responsible for poli i

1 _ policy decision:
(n) ensure inter departmental coordinatio)r’r -
(i) take steps for grant of s ’

. pecial sanction f;
(iv)  accord concurrence to t o Procurement;

h M
e Annual Plan of Operatlon(hereina&er referred to APO)
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8.1 MEETINGS:
The Steering Committee shall meet at least one in six months

9.  POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF Tt
B A6 TNDER, F THE STATE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE SHALL

0] Preparation of the Annual i
kel ooy Plan of Operation (APO) of the State for various activities in

(ii) (a) S;lb;:;:zn cg the Annual Plan of Operation (APO) to the CAMPA after obtaining concurrence
) g Committee for release of fund giving break up of the proposed activities and

estimated cost.
(b) The Annual Plan of Operation (APO) may include the expenditure on overhead and contingency

expenses upto a maximum of 2% of the total annual expenditure.

(i) (@) Qualitative and quantitative supervision of the works being implemented in the State out of the
funds released from CAMPA.

(b) It shall also be responsible for proper auditing of both receipt and expenditure of funds.
(iv)  Development of the code for maintenance of the account at implementing agency level

(v) Submission of reports or clarifications to CAMPA.

10, The mechanism for receipt and disbursement of funds by the State Management Committee shall
be decided by the CAMPA in consultation with the States or the Union Territories concerned.

1. The CAMPA shall function under the supervision of the Central Government in the Ministry of
Environment and Forests.

the CAMPA shall be the whole of India.
elhi.

12, The jurisdiction of

13.  The Headquarters of the CAMPA shall be at New D

[File No.5-1/98-FC]

DR, V.K. BAHUGUNA, INSPECTOR GENERAL OF RORESTS
o (FOREST CONSERVATION)
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APPENDIX - 17

F. No. 8—84/2002—}7_(3
Government of India |
Ministry of Environment and Forests

F.C. Division Paryavaran Bhawan

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road
New Delhi - 110 003

Dated 14.5.2004

To

1. The Chief Secretary / Administrator

2. The Principal Secretary (Forests)

3. Principal Chief Conservators of Forests
(All States / Uts).

Sub:  Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 - For projects utilizing Wind Energy thereof.

Sir.

Please refer 10 the policy guidelines issued by the Central Government for diversion of forest land for
projects utilizing Wind Energy under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 vide Ministry of Environment
& Eorests‘ letter of even number dated: 10-11-2003. 1In this context, subsequently the Ministry of
Environment & Forests has received some representations from various stakeholders seeking certain

modifications in the policy guidelines to make it m i 1 i '
, _ ( ore compatible with the ions and
available technology. Accordingly, a meeting of stakeho : o

Iders was called by the Mini [

| . i nistry of Environment

& Forests on 13-4-2004 to discuss these Issues, which was attended by represenlali::s of Ministry of
| ‘ . of India; Government of N3

lT‘Eljasthan bcsfd‘?s the representatives of Indian Wind Turbine Manufacturers’ Karna.lal_ia. Mah‘mib' (i

Energy Association and various other stakeholders. A S I R

Therefore, in supersession of the guid

\ elines is i
Central Government hereby issues Sued vide letter of ev

the followiug guidelings: en number dated: 10-11-2003, the

| In order to have g long term view
ratio of the wind energy with reg
thermal, nuclear, wing energy

On encrgy sources. the <
] lh 5 i . - -
PCCt 1o other soyr ¢ State/UT Governments should fix th_

in the State/UT ces of energy in advance j.c. the ratio of
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"'I]

(i1)

Areas like National Park _

Natural Heritage Site, Site: :t[‘dArE::nc:um_'lcs._areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBS),

and other important landsca eological importance and sites of Special Scientific Interests
pes should not be considered for the wind energy farms.

The wind energy fa
gy farm shall be located at a safe distance from the sites mentioned in para 2(1)-

- The vane tips of i : .
(i) The ips of the wind turbine shall be painted with orange colour to avoid bird hits. The State

(v)

3. (i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

Government should t i g :
-+ should not stand inarhees:qﬁﬁc‘fm precaution in gons1dering the location of the wind mills so that
the migratory birds as the tugtrl?nzrzfﬂ?h of the birds and should not be near the breeding sites of
gisturbance for the avian habitat e wind mill produces a humming sound, which may cause

gh‘:a::‘,semcs _of the wind mill tur})iﬂes from the highways, village habitation shall be at a safe
1S _and in normal course, a distance of 300 metre would be considered safe.

A large number of small wind turbines, together with their access paths, will constitute more
disturbance to the fqrest area than a small number of large turbines. Large size wind turbines
upto 4.5 MW capacity are being now utilized in most of the countries. Large size wind turbines
are not only cost effective and generate substantially more power but also need less forest land.
Therefore, as Fhe technology is available, in forest areas the wind mills of less than 500 KW
power generating capacity shall not be allowed. However, within the perimeter of wind farm

having at least 500 KW power generating capacity turbines, smaller turbines may be allowed for
optimization of wind energy.

If the terrain permits, wind mills of capacity of atleast 1 MW should be installed in order to

ensure optimal use of forest land. However, this condition shall not be applicable to the
proposals involving wind mills of 500 KW and above but below 1 MW power generating
capacity, already in pipeline or pending before the State Government / Central Government as on

date.
KW off grid (where no transmission grid is

> wind mills upto 10
r could strive for providing

As an exception, “Stand alone’
he forest areas, so that develope

needed) shall be allowed in t
electricity in remote rural areas.
Wind energy sector is witnessing rapid lechnoiolgical innovation at the global .Ievel through
research and development activities. In order to bring latest technology, after a period of 3 years,
the Ministry will review the situation and technology available to consider any further changes.
The policy will be further reviewed after 5 years in order o se€ if the wind mills of high power
generation capacity on the forest lands could be promoted. The wind farm developers should
therefore, be encouraged and motivated to adopt latest technology best at par in the world.

f 30 years. The forest land will first be leased in
within a period of 4 years of Stage-11 approval, the lease shall be
investors/power producers. In case the developers fail to develop
d back to Forest Department without any compensation.

The lease period initially shall be for a period ©

favour of the developers and
transferred in the name of

wind farms, the land shall be reverte
ment of forest |
dings, earthing
ature etc.

and inclusive of the corridors between the

equire : il S
pits, transmission lines and roads including

shall include T I
ry bul

d mills, statuto | '
e, breast walls, drains, cury

The proposal
successive win
provision for repos
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(vii) Details of alternatives expl.orcd on non-forest lands shall be clearly given in the proposal,

(viii) Since the output of the wind mill is only 25% of its capacity, cost benefit analysis of the projec

6. (i)

(ii)

would be an essential requirement. Details of employment generated, cost Of. elec.tricily
produced by wind energy, economic viability of the project etc. should also be given in the

proposal.

In order to plan the wind farms on the forest land systematically, reconn'alssance survey_ etc. as
allowed in other cases, shall be allowed for wind farms development also in accord-ance with para
1.3 (i) of the guidelines issued under the Forest (Conservation_) Act, 1980. For thls'purpose, .the
developers should ensure that “Wind Metmast” are erected in forest areas for wind mapping
covering an area of not more than 50 m X 50 m @ one Wind Masl_for eve.ry _500 hectare. A one
time payment of Rs 1.00 lakh per wind mast shall be charged for this permission. The amount so
collected shall be deposited with CAMPA which shall be further utilized for forest conservation
activities and providing gas connections to the forest dependent communities. The wind mast
shall be removed maximum after two years. Further, wherever wind data is already available,
erection of wind mast shall not be mandatory. After the wind density and other technical
parameters are ascertained, the proposal shall be forwarded by the State/UT Forest Department to
the Central Government, for diversion of forest land for establishment of wind farms. However,
existing proposals in the pipeline or under consideration at various stages, shall be dealt with
according to the guidelines and parameters issued for different wind density regions by the
Ministry of Non-conventional Energy Sources, Government of India.

A lease rent of Rs 30,000/- per MW for the period of lease in addition to compensatory
afforestation, net present value etc. shall be charged from the user agency. This amount shall be
utilized in providing gas connections to the local villagers under the Joint Forest Management
Programme and for other conservation measures. This amount shall be deposited with
Compensatory Afforestation Management and Planning Agency (CAMPA).

Due to high wind velocity, most of the areas where the wind farms are being established are
having scrubby vegetation devoid of large size trees. Around 65% to 70% lease out areas in the
wind farms shall be utilized for developing medicinal plant gardens, wherever feasible, by the
Forest Department at the cost of the User Agency. The State/UT Governments could also take
help of National Medicinal Plant Board in properly creating corridors of medicinal plant gardens.
The intervening areas between two wind mills footprints should also be planted up by dwarf
species of trees at the project cost.

Soil & Mois!urelconservation measures like contour trenching shall be taken up on the hillocks
supporting the wind mill.

The alignment of roads shall be done by a recognized firm and got approved by the Divisional
Fore.st Officer concemed._ Further, the transmission lines from the wind farms to the grid as far as
possible should also be aligned collaterally along the roads, i

The wind turbines/wind mills to be used on forest |a
in _ nd shal i
the Ministry of Non-Conventional Energy Sources, Gov;:n?:natpg; 0]\;3::” elulsansiy
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The States/UTs should follow these guideli
: . guide] i i
for establishment of wind energy farms on ;'Efzs‘twl::::lsconmde""g proposals for diversion of forest lands

This issues with the approval of the competent authority

Yours faithfully,

Sd/-
(Dr. VK. Bahuguna)
Inspector General of Forests

Copy to:-
The Secretary, Ministry of Non-conventional Energy Sources, Govt. of India,

C.G.0. Complex, New Delhi.

The Secretary (Power), Govt. of India, New Delhi.
Nodal Officers - All States/UTs.

All Regional Offices of this M inistry

Director (FC), AlIGs (FC).
General Manager, M/s KR

.

EDL, Government of Karnataka

General Manager, M/s MEDA, Government of Maharashtra
General Manager, M/s RREC, Government of Rajasthan.
Director (Technical) NIC, with a request to place these guidelines

Indian Wind Turbine Manufacturers’Association
Indian Wind Engery Association

File No. 2-1/2003-FC.

Guard File.

on website.

L NS
= © NN s W

oo =

Sd/-
(Dr. V.K. Bahuguna)
Inspector General of Forests
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APPENDIX . 1
F.No.5-1/98-FC (Pt 1)
Ministry of Environment & Forests

Government olf' India
(P.C. Division)

Paryavaran Bhavap,
C.G.0. Complex, Lodhi Road
New Delhi - 110 003

New Delhi, the 25th May, 2004
To,

1. The Principal Secretary (Forests)
Government of Kamataka, Bangalore.

ra

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
Government of Karnataka, Bangalore.

Subject:Guidelines for diversion of forest land for non forest purposes under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 - Collection of Net Present Value in compliance with the
orders of the Supreme Court dated : 30-10-2002 in IA No. 566 in Writ Petition (C)
No. 202 of 1995 - Clarification thereof.

Sir,

This has come 1o the notice of the Central Government that the State Government of Karnataka has
charged/has been charging Net Present Value of diverted forest land in certain cases in which in-principle
approval was granted prior to the orders of the Supreme Court dated : 30/10/2002 as mentioned above. In
this connection, in continuation of the Ministry of Environment & Forests® letter of even number dated :
18-9-2003 and 22-9-2003, | am directed to clarify that the Net Present Value of diverted forest land shall
be charged in following categories of cases:

(1) In-principle approval granted after 30-10-2002 but final approval is yet to be granted;

(i) In-principle approval granted afier 30-10-2002 and final approval has also been granted
subsequently;

(iii)  In those cases where in-principle approval was not required, single final approval has
been granted after 30-10-2002.

Further, Net Present Value of diverted forest land shall not be charged in those cases where in-principle or
final approval has been granted prior to 30-10-2002.

The State Government is requested to ensure the circulation of the clarification to avoid any confusion al
the field level. If any action incoherent with the guidelines has already been taken at the field level, the
State Government may resort 1o necessary rectification measures to avoid harassment of the user
agencies.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.,

Yours faithfully,
Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPAI)

Copy to: Asstt. Inspector General of Forests.

All PCCFs / Nodal Officers (All States / Uts),
All Regional Offices.

Director (FC) / AIGs (FC).

Guard file.

B —
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APPENDIX - 19
F‘Nn‘:-],’

_ 2003-FC (pr.
Ministry of Vi

/ 1\'ironmcn! & Forests
(.no\-emmcm of India

FC Division)

Paryavarap Bhavan, C.G.0. C omplex,
Lodi Road, New Delhi- | 10003.

To. Dated: 7th June . 2004
The Secretary ( Forests),
All States and Union Territorjes.
The PCCFs.
All States and Union Territories
Subject Guidellnes. for diversion of forest langd for non-forest Purposes under Forest
(Conservatlon) Act, 1980-Revised guidelines for Tusser Cultivation (Vanya Silk
C ultivation).
Sir,

I'would like to draw Your attention towards the National Forest P
holders of the customary rights and concessions in forest areas sho
with the protection and development of forests from which they
concessions from forests should primarily be for the bonafide use
forest areas, especially tribals.

olicy, 1988 which recognizes that the
uld be motivated to identify themselves

The National Forest Policy also recognizes that the symbiotic relationship between tribal people and
forests is essential for sustainable forest management. It emphasizes that the primary task of all agencies
responsible for forest management, including the forest development corporations should be to associate
the tribal people closely in the protection, regenceration and development of forests as well as to provide
gainful employment to them.

Tusser culture is a way of life for many tribal families a!1d forest dwellers palllnicularly' in Ccrflral. :m:i
Eastern India. Therefore, silk cultivation in forest areas which can be lt:Irr_ﬂCd as \"'aﬂ)‘ﬂ 5"} Cultivation”,
with active participation of local communities could !Je one j.SIJCh area which c:;.n canj I?It?;ellFllor lh(..'l'I:I a?nd
help conservation and protection of forests by reducing their deFE;:(‘iﬂfllc)’ O“d 0“—‘-25- l € st CF"“T‘*"““Q'T
has got tremendous potential for contributing to the econom)‘* Cf the (:'Ft:Sl FPCT:”C;HI_CU'“';_“!'I‘I':|'~5~- Itis
¢stimated that at least one family can earn upto Rs.13,000/- per annum through cultivation o wk

. o e w in forest arcas was examined in detail in the Ministry of
The s ation of silk worm n ; - . ¢ intetro -
: C Issue of cultiy . in consultation with various State/UT Governments dl‘ld. Ministry of Textiles.
anrunmenl ?I F;rusl};:f:;r careful consideration in the interest of forest conservation ang protection, the
overnment of India.



Central Go

(Conservation) Act, 1980 :

i #k Cultivation under Fo
hereby, issues following guidelines for Vanya Silk -

vernment hereby,

silk cultivation in forest arcas by tribals

d are dependent on such forests for their

iven to the tribals and to those who enjoy traditional

ments shall encourage

Depart
Thie: State/LT. Forest 4 d around the forests an

and non-tribals who Iive_ in.an
livelihood. However, priority shall be g
rights on such forests.

ities in already identified naturally

permit such activ
ed for the purpose thereof in

The State/UT Forest Departments shall

- grown forest areas for silk cultivation and the P'a"tano"z rCalst o1 Silk Board
coordination with the State/UT Sericulture Department and Cenir '

3 Central Silk Board and the State/UT Sericulture Department F!‘a“,e":""e training of the
growers involved in silk cultivation prior to taking up such activities In forest arcas.

4 Cultivation of trees on which Vanya Silks or silk worms of Tusser, Oak Tusser, Muga, Eri
and Frithi could be reared by tribals and non-tribals living in and around the forest areas for
their livelihood without undertaking monocultural plantations shall be treated as forestry
activity. Therefore, no prior permission of the Central Government under Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 is required. The concerned Divisional Forest Officer/Deputy
Conservator of Forests shall however, maintain the record of such activities and people
involved in it.

5. The State/UT Sericulture Department or Central Silk Board shall issue the pass books to each
silk worm grower.

6. Vanya silk cultivation in forest areas for which specific plantation of food trees are
undertaken for providing host trees to the silk cocoons shall be treated as forestry activity.
This will not require prior approval of the Central Government under Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980 prow_fided such plantation activities do not involve any felling of trecs; provided
fynher thut. while undertaking such plantations, at least three species are planted, of which no
single species shall cover more than 50% of the planted area.

7. Vanya silk cultivation shall be allowed on following tree species as host trees:

'SI. [ Scientific Name D "

No. Local Name/Common Name

For Tusser: — - __,J

(i) Terminalia arjuna 9

(i1) Terminalia tomentosa Arjun

(i) Shorea robusta Asan

(iv) | Lagerstroemia indicq Sal

(v) Lagerstroemia parviflora Sf\oni

(vi) Syzygium cumini Sidha

(vii) | Zizyphus mauritiana Jamun

. | Eer Oak Tusser (Temperate Tusser); L —

(viil) | Quercus serrata g .

(ix) | Quercus seniserratq Phanat

———— [Phana
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il. Ncientifie Name
No. |
(\) | Quercus dealbars Loeal Name/Common Name
l\l.l Quercus semicarpifolia Uyung
l\!.l.h Quercus fem‘o!r&':‘:p}mm Phanat
() Quercus glauca Phanat
(X)) | Quercus himalayang Phanat
For Muga: — — —— Phana |
(BN ) Machilus bombyvcina (Persea bombyci -
_(xvi) | Lusea polvantha (L. b yeina) Som
N _ | Soalu -
(xvit) | Heteropanax fragrans '
(xvin) | Evodia fraxinifolia emsany
(xIN) | Adlanthus alt i.;‘simu rayam
(\X) | Atlanthus grandis s
(xx1) | Other Ailanthus species e
St ] B Bl bl il 2 Maharukh, Bhotera

8.

This acuivity could also be introduced on degraded forest lands under Joint Forest
Management, especially in tribal areas through tribal cooperative societies with proper
investment from public or private sources for raising a mixture of indigenous species
including tree species suitable for silk cultivation as given in list mentioned in para 6 above.
For this purpose, a Micro-plan shall be prepared jointly by the State/UT Forest Department,
village communities, State/UT Sericulture Department and the Central Silk Board.

In order to ensure that the silk cultivation is within the carrying capacity of the forests, the
concerned Divisional Forest Officer shall issue the permit based on the recommendations,
which shall involve technical parameters evolved by the State/UT Scriculture Department

and Central Silk Board for rearing of silk worms.

To preserve the ecology of a particular forest area, no exotic silk worm or any hybrid variety
developed by using exotic genome, shall be introduced in forest arcas.
Park, Sanctuaries or Biosphere Reserves.

This activity shall not be permitted in National

cultivation shall be done by a team
d Divisional Forest Officer, Director(Sericulture [?epar_llnlclnt} and
r to ensure prevention of any epidemic in forest
growers. The monitoring report shall be
of Environment & Forests.

itori 2 ‘ rosilk
Biannual monitoring of the forest areas unde

isi erne
comprising of the concerty '
the officials of Central Silk BfJard }n ::erseIJ ;.
areas as well as proper handll!lg of tree );‘Minisuy
submitted to the concerned Regional Office 0
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i for diversion of forest
The States/UTs should follow these guidelines while considering proposals lands

for Vanya Silk Cultivation on forest lands.

This issues with the approval of the competent authority.
Yours faithfully‘

Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPA])
Asstt. Inspector General of Forests
Copy to:-
k The Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, New Delhi.
2. Central Silk Board.
3. Nodal Officers - All States/UTs.
4. All Regional Offices of this Ministry
5. Director(FC), AIGs(FC).
6. Director(Technical) NIC, with a request to place these guidelines on website.
Z File No.2-1/2003-FC.
8. Guard File.
Sd/-
(ANURAG BAJPAI)

Asstt. Inspector General of Forests
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